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taste  that  beats 
the  others  cold! 


Pepsi  pours  it  on!  Pours  on  big,  bold  taste  that  comes 
to  life  when  it’s  served  ice-cold.  Because 
Pepsi-Cola  is  made  for  the  drinking 
temperatures  most  people  prefer  today.  ; 

Pepsi  doesn’t  come  apart  in  the  cold- 
stead.  PeDsi  taste  comes  out  in  the  cold.  I W 1'  , 


Go  ahead  — put  it  to  the  taste. 
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OD  and  COUNTRY 


WE  ASSOCIATE  OURSELVES  TOGETHER  FOR 

THE  FOLLOWING  PURPOSES 

To  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
America;  to  maintain  law  and  order;  to  foster  and  perpetuate  a one 
hundred  percent  Americanism ; to  preserve  the  memories  and  incidents 
of  our  associations  in  the  Great  Wars;  to  inculcate  a sense  of  individual 
obligation  to  the  community , state  and  nation;  to  combat  the 
autocracy  of  both  the  classes  and  the  masses;  to  make  right  the  master 
of  might;  to  promote  peace  and  good  will  on  earth;  to  safeguard 
and  transmit  to  posterity  the  principles  of  justice,  freedom  and 
democracy ; to  consecrate  and  sanctify  our  comradeship  by  our 

devotion  to  mutual  helpfulness. 
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About  the  Cover:  Essentially  de- 
signed by  A1  Marshall,  Art  Editor 
of  The  American  Legion  Magazine, 
our  Convention  program  cover  fea- 
tures a color  photo  of  New  Orleans’ 
famed  Jackson  Square,  originally 
called  Place  d’Armes.  The  monu- 
ment is  of  Andrew  Jackson  on  a 
rearing  horse,  created  by  Clark 
Mills  in  1856.  St.  Louis  Cathedral  is 
in  the  background.  Top  center  are 
replicas  of  both  sides  of  our  50th 
Anniversary  medallion  denoting  the 
50th  Annual  National  Convention  of 
The  American  Legion.  At  either  side 
of  the  photo  are  the  Flag  of  the 
United  States  of  America  and  the 
National  Headquarters  flag  of  The 
American  Legion,  displayed  at  all 
sessions  of  The  American  Legion 
National  Conventions. 
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Welcome  to  the 
50th  Annual 
National  Convention! 

When  The  American  Legion  first  met  in  Na- 
tional Convention  in  New  Orleans  in  1922,  this 
organization  was  just  a little  over  three  years  old 
and  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  little  thought  was 
given  on  that  occasion  to  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
The  American  Legion. 

Now,  in  1968,  the  Legion  convenes  again  in  the 
storied  Crescent  City  and  this  is  our  50th  Annual 
National  Convention,  a session  which  we  plan  to 
use  as  a launching  pad  for  a 15 -month  golden  an- 
niversary observance,  marking  not  only  a half-cen- 
tury of  service  to  God  and  country,  but  planning 
for  continued  effective  service  in  the  years  ahead. 

The  men  and  women  who  served  in  America’s 
armed  forces  in  World  War  I,  and  who  gathered 
here  more  than  four  and  a half  decades  ago,  did 
not  visualize  an  American  Legion  a half  century 
old  and  nearly  four  times  as  strong  numerically  as 
they  were  at  that  time.  They  could  not  foresee  this 
event  because  they  had  just  fought,  and  won,  the 
“war  to  end  all  wars. ” 

While  the  unfolding  years  shattered  that 
dream,  time  did  not  tarnish  the  organization  they 
built  nor  has  it  diminished  the  noble  principles  and 
ideals  of  the  founding  fathers  of  the  Legion.  We 
who  are  veterans  of  more  recent  periods  of  conflict 
have  joined  them  proudly , and  we  have  pledged  to 
carry  on  the  work  which  they  began  and  which 
many  of  them  still  pursue  with  a vigor  which  belies 
their  years. 

We  are  concerned  for  the  present  which 
prompted  us  to  adopt  for  this  year  of  my  term  as 
National  Commander  the  theme:  Freedom  Is  Not 
Free.  We  believed  a reminder  was  in  order  for  all 
Americans  that  freedom  was  purchased  at  great 
cost,  it  has  been  maintained  at  great  cost,  and  it 
will  continue  to  exact  its  price  from  those  who 
would  enjoy  its  benefits.  We  believe  the  message 
has  been  told  effectively. 

We  believe  we  can  begin  to  plan  for  tomorrow, 
and  we  trust  that  starting  with  this  Convention 
and  continuing  through  our  Golden  Anniversary 
observance,  a master  blueprint  will  be  developed 
by  which  the  Legion  can  chart  a course  of  effective 
service  for  the  next  decade  and  for  the  long  haul  of 
the  next  half  century. 


WILLIAM  E.  GALBRAITH 
National  Commander 
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Cijurd)  Btrectorp 

The  following  is  a partial  list  of  churches  and  synagogues  in  the  New 
Orleans  area  including  those  which  may  easily  be  reached  from  most 
Convention  Hotels.  For  a more  complete  listing,  please  consult  the  tele- 
phone directory. 


BAPTIST 


First  Baptist  Church — 
New  Orleans 
4301  St.  Charles  Ave. 
895-8632 


Second  Church  of  Christ  Scientist 
630  Common  St. 

525-4412 


EPISCOPAL 


Lakeside  Baptist  Church 
Cor.  Metairie  Ct.  & 
Veteran’s  Hwy. 

Metairie,  La. 

834-8409 

Lakeview  Baptist  Church 
6100  Canal  Blvd. 
482-3109 

Mid-City  Baptist  Church 
8825  Airline  Highway 
Metairie,  La. 

486-5314 

Napoleon  Ave.  Baptist  Church 
2940  Napoleon  Ave. 
895-7362 


Christ  Church  Cathedral 
2919  St.  Charles  Ave. 
895-6602 

Church  of  the  Annunciation 
4505  S.  Claiborne  Ave. 
895-8697 

Grace  Episcopal  Church 
3700  Canal  Street 
482-5242 

St.  Anna’s  Episcopal  Church 
1313  Esplanade  Ave. 
947-5223 

St.  George’s  Episcopal  Church 
4600  St.  Charles  Ave. 
899-2811 


CHURCH  OF  GOD 


Gentilly  Church  Of  God 
3401  Elysian  Fields  Ave. 
945-2346 


HEBREW 


Beth  Israel  Congregation 
1616  Carondelet 
525-2640 


CHRISTIAN  (Disciples  of  Christ) 

Gentilly  Christian  Church 
1551  Mirabeau  Ave. 
282-0042 

Jefferson  Christian  Church 
109  Lynnette  Dr. 
Metairie,  La. 

729-5661 


Temple  Sinai  Congregation 
6227  St.  Charles  Ave. 
861-3693 


LUTHERAN 


Grace  Lutheran  Church — ALC 
5800  Canal  Blvd. 
482-4994 


St.  Charles  Ave.  Christian  Church 
6200  St.  Charles  Ave. 
899-6301 


St.  John  Lutheran  Church 
3937  Canal 
482-2118 


CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  ORTHODOX 


First  Church  of  Christ  Scientist 
1434  Nashville  Ave. 
897-2245 


Greek  Orthodox  Cathedral 
of  Holy  Trinity 
1222  N.  Dorgenois 
482-7615 


Napoleon  Ave.  Methodist  Churcpi 
2524  Napoleon  Ave. 

895-6196 

St.  Luke’s  Methodist  Church 
5975  Canal  Blvd. 

486-3982 


PRESBYTERIAN 

Carrollton  Presbyterian  Church 
2032  S.  Carrollton  Ave. 
861-8102 

Church  of  the 
Covenant  Presbyterian 
4422  St.  Charles  Ave. 
899-2481 


ROMAN  CATHOLIC 

Jesuit  Church 
132  Baronne  St. 

529-1477 

Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  Church 
411  N.  Rampart  St. 
525-1551 

St.  Anthony  of  Padua  Church 
4640  Canal  St. 

488-2651 

St.  John  the  Baptist 
Catholic  Church 
1139  Dryades  St. 

525-1726 

St.  Joseph  Church 
1802  Tulane  Ave. 
522-3186 

St.  Louis  Cathedral 
615  Pere  Antoine  Alley 
525-9585 

SEVENTH-DAY  ADVENTIST 

First  Seventh-Day 
Adventist  Church 
3500  St.  Charles  Ave. 
891-4846 


METHODIST 


Carrollton  Methodist  Church 
921  S.  Carrollton  Ave. 
861-7597 
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Some  people  buy  their  new 
GM  car  because  of  better  looks. 


Others  because  of  closer  looks. 


Which  is  another  way  of  saying  there 
are  always  two  ways  of  looking 
at  any  1968  Chevrolet,  Pontiac, 
Oldsmobile,  Buick  and  Cadillac. 
For  there  are  thousands  who 
aren't  satisfied  completely  with 
a new  car,  unless  they  know  more  about  what  goes 
on  inside,  and  underneath,  all  that  great  GM  glamour. 

For  example:  Only  GM  cars  have  an 
unforgettable  key  . . . that  buzzes  when 
you  open  your  door,  and  you've  left 
your  key  in  the  ignition.  It's  an  anti- 
theft reminder  that  you  better  take  your 
key  with  you  wherever  you  park. 


Or,  consider  the  solidity  of  our  Body  by  Fisher  . . . 
with  Magic-Mirror  finish  that  lasts  and  lasts,  right 
through  to  trade-in  time. 

Or,  rhink  about  the  General  Motors-developed, 
energy  absorbing  steering  column  that  offers  you 
greater  protection,  safety  seating  that  includes  seat 
belts  in  every  passenger  position  (even  wagons)  and 
seat  latches  that  hold  the  front  seatbacks  of  our  2- 
door  models  and  sports  coupes  firmly 
in  place  in  the  event  of  sudden  stops. 
So— better  looks  or  closer  looks  — 
you're  still  years  ahead  with  a 
1968  mark  of  excellence  car  from 
General  Motors. 


The  more  you  look,  the  more  our  mark  of  excellence  means. 


Chevrolet  • Pontiac  • Oldsmobile  • Buick  . Cadillac  • GMC  Truck 


The  United  States 
Air  Force 
Thunderbirds 
Salute  the 
American  Legion’s 
50th  National 
Convention 


The  American  Legion  wishes  to  say  "Thank  You" 
to  the  Thunderbirds  for  their  demonstration 
over  Lake  Pontchartrain  at  2:00  p.m., 
Monday,  September  9,  1968. 
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Sure  way  to  improve  your  drive. 


Take  some  advice  from  a real  road  expert.  Don’t 
handicap  yourself  when  it  comes  to  buying  a 
new  car.  Go  with  a real  winner — a 1968  car  from 
Chrysler  Corporation.  Right  away  you’ll  see  that 
here  are  cars  that  are  famous  for  styling.  But 


from  your  first  drive,  you’ll  notice  something 
else  that’s  been  par  for  the  course  with  Chrysler 
Corporation  for  years — cars  that  are  famous  for 
engineering.  Isn’t  it  time  you  got  out  of  the  rough 
and  onto  the  fairway  ? 


Plymouth  • Dodge  • Chrysler  • Imperial 
Dodge  Trucks  • Simca  • Sunbeam 


CHRYSLER 

CORPORATION 


SEE  THE  MAJOR  LEAGUE  BASEBALL  "GAME  OF  THE  WEEK"  IN  COLOR  ON  NBC-TV. 
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The  years  most 

unconventional 
convention  oar 


No  look-alike,  this  one. 

This  is  Toronado,  the  one-of-a-kind, 
no-mistaking  it,  FRONT-WHEEL-DRIVE 
car  for  the  man  who  likes  to  stand 
out  in  a convention  crowd.  Massive 
metalwork  up  front  announces 


your  arrival  in  no  uncertain  terms. 
A sleek  silhouette  says  you’re  a 
connoisseur  of  contemporary 
architecture.  A plush  interior 
implies  you  know  all  about 
the  good  life.  So,  enjoy  the 
convention  in  America’s 
most  unique  automobile. 
It’s  a parade  in  itself! 


Test  drive  the  front-wheel-drive  Oldsmobile. 


I I 


MARK  OF  EXCELLENCE 


WHERE  to  REGISTER, 

OBTAIN  INFORMATION 

and  PURCHASE  CONTEST  TICKETS 


Four  Registration — Information  booths  and 
ticket  sales  points  will  be  maintained  in  New  Or- 
leans for  the  convenience  of  conventioneers.  You 
may  register  for  the  convention  ($3.00  per  adult), 
find  the  answers  to  your  questions,  or  purchase 
tickets  to  the  Senior-Junior  Drum  and  Bugle 
Corps  Final  Contest. 

Locations  in  the  lobbies  of: 

Roosevelt  Hotel 
Jung  Hotel 
Monteleone  Hotel 
Sheraton  Charles  Hotel 

Booths  as  outlined  above  will  open  at  1:00 
p.m.  on  September  5. 

In  addition  to  the  above  locations  for  Regis- 
tration— Information,  one  booth  will  be  main- 
tained at  Municipal  Auditorium  during  the  days 
of  Convention  Business  Sessions,  September  10, 
11,  and  12. 

Tickets  for  the  Senior-Junior  Drum  and  Bugle 
Corps  Finals  are  Reserved  Section  $2.50  and  Gen- 
eral Admission  $2.00.  A coupon  included  in  each 
registration  packet  (within  the  official  convention 
program)  may  be  used  to  reduce  the  price  of  ei- 
ther the  $2.50  or  $2.00  ticket  by  50c. 

The  show  is  scheduled  for  City  Park  Stadium 
commencing  at  7:00  p.m.  on  Sunday,  Sep- 
tember 8. 

Hospitality  and  information  centers  have  been 
established  by  American  Legion  Posts  of  the  De- 
partment of  Louisiana  along  major  highways 
leading  into  New  Orleans. 


GIFT  TO  THE  NATION 

At  Arlington  National  Cemetery 
March  15,  1969 
See  Inside  Back  Cover 


MUNICIPAL  AUDITORIUM  will  be  the  setting  for 
the  sessions  of  The  American  Legion’s  giant  50th  Annual 
National  Convention  to  be  held  Sept.  6-12  in  New  Orleans, 
La.  The  three-day  sessions  will  open  in  the  auditorium  Are- 
na on  Tuesday  morning,  Sept.  10.  The  five-story,  air  condi- 
tioned auditorium  can  seat  over  15,000  persons  in  its  Arena 
and  other  meeting  facilities. 
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NATIONAL  CONTESTS 

SATURDAY  AND  SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  7 AND  8,  1968 

JUNIOR  COLOR  GUARD  CONTEST  Saturday,  September  7,  8:00  a.m.,  City  Park. 

AMERICAN  LEGION  COLOR  GUARD  CONTEST  Saturday,  September  7,  immediately 

following  Junior  Color  Guard  Contest,  City  Park.  Exact  time  will  be 
announced  at  representatives  meeting,  September  6. 

AMERICAN  LEGION  FIRING  SQUAD  CONTEST  Saturday,  September  7,  immediately  fol- 
lowing Senior  Color  Guard  Contest. 

JUNIOR  BAND  CONTEST  Saturday,  September  7,  10:00  a.m.,  John  F.  Kennedy  Senior  High 

School,  5700  Wisner  Blvd. 

AMERICAN  LEGION  BAND  CONTEST  Saturday,  September  7,  immediately  following  Jun- 
ior Band  Contest,  John  F.  Kennedy  Senior  High  School,  5700  Wisner 
Blvd. 

AMERICAN  LEGION  MOTORCYCLE  DRILL  TEAM  CONTEST  Saturday,  September  7, 

2:00  p.m.,  site  to  be  announced. 

JUNIOR  DRUM  AND  BUGLE  CORPS  PRELIMINARY  CONTEST  Sunday,  September  8, 

8:00  a.m.,  City  Park  Stadium. 

AMERICAN  LEGION  DRUM  AND  BUGLE  CORPS  PRELIMINARY  CONTEST  Sunday, 

September  8,  8:00  a.m.,  City  Park  Stadium,  immediately  following 
Junior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  Contest. 

AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY  CHORUS  AND  QUARTET  CONTEST  Sunday,  Sep- 
tember 8,  9:00  a.m.,  Grand  Ballroom,  Fontainebleau  Hotel,  4040 
Tulane  Avenue. 

AMERICAN  LEGION  CHORUS  AND  QUARTET  CONTEST  Sunday,  September  8,  1:00 

p.m.,  Grand  Ballroom,  Fontainebleau  Hotel,  4040  Tulane  Avenue. 

AMERICAN  LEGION  DRUM  AND  BUGLE  CORPS  FINALS  (SENIOR  AND  JUNIOR) 

PARADE  OF  CHAMPIONS  Sunday,  September  8,  7:00  p.m.,  City 
Park  Stadium.  The  twelve  corps,  5 Senior  and  7 Junior,  receiving  the 
highest  scores  in  the  preliminaries  will  compete,  each  in  their  own 
class,  for  the  National  Championships. 


CITY  PARK  STADIUM  is  where  The  American 
Legion’s  spectacular  Senior  and  Junior  Drum  and  Bugle 
Corps  Finals  and  Parade  of  Champions  will  be  held  in  New 
Orleans,  La.,  on  Sunday  evening,  Sept.  8. 


In  case  of  rain  during  the  Senior-Junior 
Corps  final  contests  at  the  City  Park  Sta- 
dium, on  Sunday,  September  8,  the  event 
will  be  held  the  following  morning,  Sep- 
tember 9,  at  City  Park  Stadium,  commenc- 
ing at  1 1 :00  a.m. 
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Directory  of  the 


National  Convention 


NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
HEADQUARTERS  OFFICE 

Annex — Municipal  Auditorium 
1201  Saint  Peter  Street 
529-7231 

CONVENTION  CORPORATION  HEADQUARTERS 

Sheraton  Charles  Hotel 
215  St.  Charles  Avenue 
524-0511 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 

Roosevelt  Hotel 
123  Baronne  Street 
529-7111 

DISTINGUISHED  GUEST  HEADQUARTERS 

Roosevelt  Hotel 
123  Baronne  Street 
529-7111 

NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS  STAFF 

Vieux  Carre  Motor  Lodge 
920  North  Rampart  Street 

524- 0461 

AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 

Jung  Hotel 

1500  Canal  Street 

523-4471 

Sessions 

Jung  Hotel 

1500  Canal  Street 

523-4471 

EIGHT  AND  FORTY  HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 

Jung  Hotel 

1500  Canal  Street 

523-4471 

Sessions 

Jung  Hotel 

1500  Canal  Street 

523-4471 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  PHOTOGRAPHER 

Bob  Douville 
93  Melody 
Metairie,  La. 

523-0411 

OFFICIAL  DELEGATION  HOTELS 
ALABAMA 

Sheraton  Delta  Motor  Hotel 
1732  Canal  Street 

525- 7741 

(Adjutant — Lawson  M.  Lynn) 


ALASKA 

Roosevelt  Hotel 
123  Baronne  St. 

529-7111 

(Adjutant — Joseph  M.  Briones) 

ARIZONA 

Sheraton  Charles  Hotel 
215  St.  Charles  Ave. 

525-8881 

(Adjutant — Bryant  B.  Barron) 

ARKANSAS 

Monteleone  Hotel 

214  Royal  St. 

523-3341 

(Adjutant — Arthur  B.  Cross) 

CALIFORNIA 

Jung  Hotel 
1500  Canal  St. 

523- 4471 

(Adjutant — Edward  Sharkey) 

CANADA 

Roosevelt  Hotel 
123  Baronne  St. 

529-7111 

(Adjutant — Hugh  G.  Jamieson) 

COLORADO 

Provincial  Motel 
1024  Chartres  Street 

524- 6446 

(Adjutant — E.  Dean  Hunter) 

CONNECTICUT 

Sheraton  Charles  Hotel 

215  St.  Charles  Ave. 

525- 8881 

(Adjutant — Charles  L.  Parker) 

DELAWARE 

Sheraton  Delta  Motor  Hotel 
1732  Canal  St. 

525-7741 

(Adjutant — Garland  D.  Bloodsworth) 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

Roosevelt  Hotel 
123  Baronne  St. 

529-7111 

(Adjutant — H.  Victor  Conwell) 

FLORIDA 

Monteleone  Hotel 
214  Royal  St. 

523-3341 

(Adjutant — Ralph  A.  Johnson) 
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FRANCE 

Roosevelt  Hotel 
123  Baronne  St. 

529-7111 

(Adjutant — Leo  E.  Jolin ) 

GEORGIA 

Jung  Hotel 

1500  Canal  Street 

523-4471 

(Adjutant — George  E.  Osborne) 

HAWAII 

Roosevelt  Hotel 
123  Baronne  St. 

529-7111 

(Adjutant — W.  A.  “Knute’  Cottrell) 

IDAHO 

Sheraton  Charles  Hotel 
215  St.  Charles  Ave. 

525-8881 

(Adjutant — Lou  Babb) 

ILLINOIS 

Monteleone  Hotel 
214  Royal  Street 
523-3341 

(Adjutant — Chester  F.  Newby) 

INDIANA 

Jung  Hotel 

1500  Canal  Street 

523-4471 

(Adjutant — Frank  J.  Myers) 

IOWA 

Jung  Hotel 

1500  Canal  Street 

523-4471 

(Adjutant — Glenn  M.  Dugger) 

ITALY 

Roosevelt  Hotel 
123  Baronne  St. 

529-7111 

(Adjutant — Carmine  Casolini) 

KANSAS 

Monteleone  Hotel 
214  Royal  St. 

523-3341 

(Adjutant — Kenneth  L.  Young) 

KENTUCKY 

Sheraton  Delta  Motor  Hotel 
1732  Canal  Street 
525-7741 

(Adjutant — Ray  A.  Beyer) 


LOUISIANA 

London  Lodge  Motel 
9301  Airline  Highway 
482-3115 

(Adjutant — Wilson  J.  Hebert) 

MAINE 

The  Rowntowner  Motor  Inn 
3900  Tulane  Avenue 
486-5541 

(Adjutant — Anthony  J.  Rumo) 

MARYLAND 

Place  d’Armes  Hotel 
625  St.  Ann  St. 

524-4531 

(Adjutant — Daniel  J.  Burkhardt) 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Royal  Orleans  Hotel 
621  St.  Louis  St. 

529-5333 

(Adjutant — John  P.  Swift) 

MEXICO 

Roosevelt  Hotel 
123  Baronne  St. 

529-7111 

(Adjutant — Gordon  A.  Ballantyne) 


The  Roosevelt,  pictured  above,  will  serve  as  National 
Headquarters  Hotel  for  the  50th  Annual  National  Conven- 
tion of  The  American  Legion  to  be  held  in  New  Orleans, 
La.,  Sept.  6-12,  1968.  The  Legion’s  national  officers  and 
most  distinguished  guests  to  the  convention  will  stay  at  the 
900-room  Roosevelt,  which  also  will  house  the  convention’s 
Distinguished  Guest  Headquarters. 
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MICHIGAN 

Sheraton  Charles  Hotel 
215  St.  Charles  Ave. 

525-8881 

(Adjutant — Thomas  A.  Kouri) 

MINNESOTA 
Jung  Hotel 
1500  Canal  St. 

523- 4471 

(Adjutant — Frank  C.  Momsen) 

MISSISSIPPI 

Sheraton  Charles  Hotel 
215  St.  Charles  Ave. 

525-8881 

(Adjutant — Frank  W.  Chambers) 

MISSOURI 

Tamanaca  Downtown  Motel 
1725  Tulane  Ave. 

529-5411 

(Adjutant — Aubrey  W.  Sullivan) 

MONTANA 

Sheraton  Charles  Hotel 
215  St.  Charles  Ave. 

525-8881 

(Adjutant — Stuart  M.  Hall) 

NEBRASKA 

Downtowner  Motor  Inn 
541  Bourbon  St. 

524- 7611 

(Adjutant — Warren  E.  Baker) 

NEVADA 

Roosevelt  Hotel 
123  Baronne  St. 

529-7111 

(Adjutant — J.  E.  “Doc”  Martie) 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Ramada  Inn  Motel 
2222  Tulane  Ave. 

821-2812 

(Adjutant — Hubert  S.  O’Neil) 

NEW  JERSEY 

Fontainebleau  Motor  Hotel 
4040  Tulane  Ave. 

486-6111 

(Adjutant — Morris  W.  Kuzbyt) 
NEW  MEXICO 
Warwick  Hotel 
1315  Gravier 
524-0531 

(Adjutant — Hershel  L.  Doyle) 

NEW  YORK 

Fontainebleau  Motor  Hotel 
4040  Tulane  Ave. 

486-6111 

(Adjutant — Maurice  Stember) 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

Sheraton  Delta  Motor  Hotel 
1 732  Canal  Street 

525-7741 

(Adjutant — J.  Carroll  Wilson) 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

Monteleone  Hotel 
214  Royal  Street 

523-3341 

(Adjutant — Vernon  Useldinger) 

OHIO 

Howard  Johnson’s  Motor  Lodge 
Loyola  Avenue  and  Gravier 
525-9311 

(Adjutant — J.  P.  Hone) 

OKLAHOMA 

Bourbon  Orleans  Hotel 
717  Orleans  St. 

523- 5252 

(Adjutant — A.  R.  Tyner,  Jr.) 

OREGON 

Chateau  Motor  Hotel 
1001  Chartres  Street 

524- 8636 

(Adjutant — Glenn  Howe) 

PANAMA  C.Z. 

Roosevelt  Hotel 
123  Baronne  St. 

529-7111 

(Adjutant — Thomas  J.  McManus) 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Roosevelt  Hotel 
123  Baronne  St. 

529-7111 

(Adjutant — Edward  T.  Hoak) 

PHILIPPINES 

Roosevelt  Hotel 
123  Baronne  St. 

529-7111 

(Adjutant — Edward  T.  Berling) 
PUERTO  RICO 
Jung  Hotel 
1500  Canal  Street 
523-4471 

(Adjutant — Jose  A.  Baez) 

RHODE  ISLAND 

Sheraton  Delta  Motor  Hotel 
1732  Canal  Street 

525- 7741 

(Adjutant — Andrew  R.  Vanti) 
SOUTH  CAROLINA 
Royal  Orleans  Hotel 
621  St.  Louis  St. 

529-5333 

(Adjutant — Page  Nelson  Keesee) 
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SOUTH  DAKOTA 

Sheraton  Charles  Hotel 
215  St.  Charles  Ave. 

525-8881 

(Adjutant — Cyril  J.  Paul) 

TENNESSEE 

Sheraton  Delta  Motor  Hotel 
1732  Canal  Street 
525-7741 

(Adjutant — Barney  W.  Greene) 

TEXAS 

Governor  House  Motor  Hotel 
1630  Canal  St. 

524-4241 

(Adjutant — W.  H.  McGregor) 

UTAH 

Roosevelt  Hotel 
123  Baronne  St. 

529-7111 

(Adjutant — Dean  C.  Hall) 

VERMONT 

Roosevelt  Hotel 
123  Baronne  St. 

529-7111 

(Adjutant — H.  Carlyle  Lawson) 

VIRGINIA 

Prince  Conti  Motor  Hotel 
830  Conti  Street 
529-4172 

(Adjutant — Wilbur  Walker) 

WASHINGTON 

Thunderbird  Motel 
1910  Tulane  Ave. 

525-7272 

(Adjutant — W.  H.  (Bill)  Dunn) 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

Bienville  House  Motor  Hotel 
320  Decatur  Street 
529-2345 

(Adjutant — Tommy  E.  Jones) 

WISCONSIN 

Motel  deVille 
3800  Tulane  Ave. 

488-2661 

(Adjutant — Robert  G.  Wilke) 

WYOMING 

Warwick  Hotel 
1315  Gravier  St. 

524-0531 

(Adjutant — Clayton  D.  Miller) 


The  American  Legion 
National  Emblem  Sales 
Locations 

LEGION  HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 

Roosevelt — Main  Lobby 
123  Baronne  Street 
Thursday,  September  5,  through 
Thursday,  September  12 
Hours:  9:00  a.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 

AUXILIARY  HEADQUARTERS 
HOTEL 

Jung — Mezzanine 
1500  Canal  Street 
Thursday,  September  5,  through 
Thursday,  September  12 
Hours:  9:00  a.m.  to  7 :00  p.m. 

MUNICIPAL  AUDITORIUM  ANNEX 
1201  Saint  Peter  Street 
Thursday,  September  5,  through 
Thursday,  September  12 
Hours:  9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 

For  Your  Convenience  During 
the  50th  Annual  National  Convention 

Ail  locations  will  have  a complete  stock 
of  American  Legion  and  American  Le- 
gion Auxiliary  merchandise  available. 
Among  the  many  items  are  shirts,  ties, 
vests,  uniform  trousers,  jackets,  cap  in- 
signia, official  jewelry,  etc.,  plus  all 
50th  Anniversary  items.  A supply  of 
CAPS  lettered  for  all  states  will  be 
available  at  the  ROOSEVELT  ONLY. 
COMPLETE  STOCK  OF  BLAZERS  AT 
ROOSEVELT  ONLY. 

The  American  Legion 
National  Emblem  Sales 
P.  O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  Indiana  46206 
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Standing  Commissions  and  Committees 


Americanism  Commission: 

Sept.  6 and  7,  9:30  a.m.,  University  Room, 
Roosevelt  Hotel. 

Chairman:  Daniel  J.  O’Connor,  Jackson 
Heights,  New  York. 

Americanism  Screening  Committee: 

Sept.  4 and  5,  9:30  a.m.,  National  Headquar- 
ters office,  Annex,  Municipal  Auditorium, 
(Pontalba  Room) 

The  American  Legion — NEA  Joint  Committee: 

Sept.  5 and  6,  9:30  a.m.,  President’s  Room, 
Roosevelt  Hotel. 

Child  Welfare  Commission: 

Sept.  6 and  7,  9:30  a.m.,  Century  Room  “A”, 
Monteleone  Hotel. 

Chairman:  Earl  D.  Franklin,  Jr.,  Sterling, 
Colorado. 

Constitution  and  By-Laws  Committee: 

Sept.  6 and  7,  9:30  a.m.,  National  Judge  Ad- 
vocate’s office,  Annex,  Municipal  Audito- 
rium. 

Chairman:  Judge  Alfonse  F.  Wells,  Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Contest  Supervisory  Committee  Headquarters: 

Aug.  26-Sept.  13,  Zachary  Taylor  and  Win- 
field Scott  Rooms,  Sheraton  Charles  Hotel. 

Contest  Committee  Meetings: 

Sept.  4,  9:00  a.m.,  Crescent  Room,  Sheraton 
Charles  Hotel. 

Sept.  5,  9:00  a.m.,  Jackson  Room,  Sheraton 
Charles  Hotel. 

Sept.  6,  9:00  a.m.,  Jackson  Room,  Sheraton 
Charles  Hotel. 


Sept.  10,  11:00  a.m.,  Canal  Room,  Sheraton 
Charles  Hotel. 

Chairman:  D e m i n g Smith,  Sioux  Falls, 
South  Dakota. 

Convention  Commission: 

Sept.  6-12,  inclusive,  9:30  a.m.,  Red  Oak 
Room,  Roosevelt  Hotel. 

Chairman:  James  V.  Demarest,  New  York. 

Distinguished  Guest  Committee: 

Sept.  6-12,  inclusive,  9:30  a.m.,  Distinguished 
Guest  Headquarters  Suite,  Roosevelt  Hotel. 
Chairman:  A.  L.  Starshak,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Economic  Commission:  Executive  Sections. 

Sept.  6 and  7,  9:30  a.m.,  Gold  Room,  Roose- 
velt Hotel. 

Chairman:  Clarence  S.  Campbell,  B a r r e, 
Vermont. 

Emblem  Committee: 

Sept.  5 and  6,  9:30  a.m.,  Room  “B”,  Roose- 
velt Hotel. 

Chairman:  Julius  Levy,  Washington,  D.C. 

Fiftieth  Anniversary  Committee: 

Sept.  5,  9:30  a.m.,  International  Room, 
Roosevelt  Hotel. 

Sept.  6,  9:30  a.m.,  Grand  Ballroom,  Roose- 
velt Hotel. 

Chairman:  Albert  V.  LaBiche,  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana. 

Finance  Commission: 

Sept.  6-12,  inclusive,  10:00  a.m.,  National 
Adjutant’s  Suite,  Roosevelt  Hotel. 

Chairman:  Churchill  T.  Williams,  Oelwein, 
Iowa. 
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Foreign  Relations  Commission: 

Sept.  6 and  7,  9:30  a.m.,  Century  Room  “B”, 
Monteleone  Hotel. 

Chairman:  Thomas  E.  Whelan,  St.  Thomas, 
North  Dakota. 

Internal  Affairs  Commission: 

Sept.  6 and  7,  9:30  a.m.,  Orlean’s  Room, 
Roosevelt  Hotel. 

Chairman:  Donald  J.  Smith,  St.  Johns, 
Michigan. 

Legislative  Commission: 

Sept.  6 and  7,  9:30  a.m.,  Creole  Suite,  Roo- 
sevelt Hotel. 

Chairman:  Clarence  C.  Horton,  Gulf  Shores, 
Alabama. 

Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee: 

Sept.  6 and  7,  9:30  a.m.,  Wildcatter  Room, 
Roosevelt  Hotel. 

Chairman:  William  F.  Gormley,  Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania. 

National  Security  Commission: 

Sept.  5 and  6,  Undergoing  briefings  and  dem- 
onstrations at  various  military  installations. 
Sept.  7,  9:30  a.m.,  Grand  Ballroom,  Sheraton 
Charles  Hotel. 

Chairman:  Emmett  G.  Lenihan,  Seattle, 
Washington. 

Publications  Commission: 

Sept.  6 and  7,  9:30  a.m.,  Rex  Room,  Roose- 
velt Hotel. 

Chairman:  James  E.  Powers,  Macon,  Geor- 
gia. 


Public  Relations  Commission: 

Sept.  6 and  7,  9:30  a.m.,  Blue  Room,  Roose- 
velt Hotel. 

Chairman:  C.  D.  DeLoach,  Alexandria,  Vir- 
ginia. 

Rehabilitation  Commission: 

Sept.  6 and  7,  9:30  a.m.,  International  Room, 
Roosevelt  Hotel. 

Chairman:  William  F.  Lenker,  Sioux  Falls, 
South  Dakota. 

Rehabilitation  Screening  Committee: 

Sept.  5,  6 and  7,  9:30  a.m.,  National  Head- 
quarters office,  Annex,  Municipal  Audito- 
rium (Room  “B”). 

Resolutions  Assignment  Committee: 

Sept.  5,  6,  7 and  8,  9:30  a.m.,  National  Head- 
quarters office,  Annex,  Municipal  Audito- 
rium (Rose  Room) . 

Chairman:  Charles  W.  Griffith,  Manning, 
South  Carolina. 

Task  Force  for  the  Future: 

Sept.  5,  9:00  a.m.,  Baronne  Room,  Roosevelt 
Hotel. 

Chairman:  James  V.  Day  (Maine),  Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Sons  of  The  American  Legion  Workshop: 

Sept.  9,  3:00  p.m.,  Wildcatter  Room,  Roose- 
velt Hotel. 

(Open  to  any  member  of  the  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion  or  any  American  Legion- 
naire, American  Legion  Auxiliary  member 
interested  in  the  SAL. ) 


National  Executive  Committee  Meeting 

Sept.  8,  2:00  P.M. 

Blue  Room,  Roosevelt  Hotel 
Chairman:  National  Commander  William  E.  Galbraith 
Beemer,  Nebraska 


CELEBRATED  IN  POETRY 

Louisiana’s  Creoles  are  descendants  of  early  French 
and/or  Spanish  settlers.  Approximately  4,000  Arcadians, 
French  settlers  in  Nova  Scotia,  Canada,  were  forcibly 
transported  by  the  British  to  Louisiana  in  1755  (Longfel- 
low’s “Evangeline”  commemorates  the  event)  and  settled 
near  Bayou  Teche.  Their  descendants  became  known  as 
Cajuns.  Another  group,  the  Islenos,  were  descendants  of 
Canary  Islanders  brought  to  Louisiana  by  a Spanish  gover- 
nor in  1770.  Traces  of  Spanish  and  French  survive  in  local 
dialects. 


SWEET  POTATO  CHAMPION 

The  nation’s  largest  crop  of  sweet  potatoes  is  produced 
by  the  rich  soil  of  Louisiana.  The  state  also  is  first  in  the 
production  of  pecans  and  sugarcane  syrup. 

The  Pelican  State  is  second  to  Hawaii  in  sugarcane  and 
to  Texas  in  rice.  Perique  tobacco,  cotton  and  corn  are  oth- 
er important  crops.  Farm  receipts  for  1966  totaled  more 
than  $544-million. 

The  state  also  is  a heavy  producer  of  pulp  and  hard- 
wood. Forestry  products  are  valued  at  over  $1 10-million 
yearly. 
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Meetings  of  Convention  Committees 


The  following  Convention  Committees  will  be  composed  of  one  delegate  from  each  Department. 
Initial  meetings  of  the  Convention  Committees  will  be  at  the  time  and  place  as  shown  below.  Subse- 
quent meetings  will  be  at  the  call  of  the  chairmen. 

(Meetings  of  Convention  Committees  normally  will  be  closed  to  all  except  committee  members.) 


Americanism 

Sept.  8 and  9,  10:00  a.m.,  University  Room, 
Roosevelt. 

(Baseball  Sub-Committee) : 

Sept.  8,  1:30  p.m.,  Regent’s  Room,  Roosevelt. 
(Education  Sub-Committee): 

Sept.  8,  1:30  p.m.,  Chancelor’s  Room,  Roose- 
velt. 

(Immigration,  Naturalization  & Community 
Service  Sub-Committee) : 

Sept.  8,  1:30  p.m.,  Director’s  Room,  Roose- 
velt. 

(Counter-Subversive  Sub-Committee)  : 

Sept.  8,  1 :30  p.m.,  University  Room,  Roose- 
velt. 

Child  Welfare 

Sept.  8 and  9,  10:00  a.m.,  Century  Room 
“A”,  Monteleone. 

Constitutional  Amendments 

Sept.  8 and  9,  10:00  a.m.,  Creole  Suite, 
Roosevelt. 

Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs 

(Credentials  and  Other  Internal  Matters): 
Sept.  8 and  9,  10:00  a.m.,  Orleans  Room, 
Roosevelt. 

(Membership):  Sept.  8 and  9,  10:00  a.m., 
Wildcatter  Room,  Roosevelt. 

Economic 

(Employment  and  Veterans  Preference): 
Sept.  8 and  9,  10:00  a.m.,  Gold  Room,  Roose- 
velt. 

(Other  Economic  Matters):  Sept.  8 and  9, 
10:00  a.m.,  Rex  Room,  Roosevelt. 


MID-CONTINENT  GATEWAY 

Modern  New  Orleans  is  the  gateway  to  the  mid-conti- 
nent, and,  as  such  is  the  nation’s  second  largest  port  city 
and  a major  nucleus  of  industry,  petroleum  production, 
finance  and  trade. 

New  Orleans’  importance  as  a port  city  is  emphasized 
by  the  fact  that  a cargo  ship  leaves  or  docks  at  the  port  on 
the  average  of  every  hour  during  the  day.  The  cargo 
moved  is  valued  at  almost  $2-billion  annually. 

The  Port  of  New  Orleans  is  being  improved  and  ex- 
panded under  a $ 133-million  program  over  a ten-year  pe- 
riod. 


Finance 

Sept.  8 and  9,  10:00  a.m.,  Red  Oak  Room, 
Roosevelt. 

Foreign  Relations 

Sept.  8 and  9,  10:00  a.m.,  Century  Room 
“B”,  Roosevelt. 

Legislation  and  Rules 

Sept.  8 and  9,  10:00  a.m.,  Room  “B”,  Roose- 
velt. 

National  Security  Committees  Joint  Meeting 

(Aeronautics  and  Space,  Civil  Defense,  Mer- 
chant Marine,  Military  Affairs,  Naval  Af- 
fairs): Sept.  8,  10:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m., 
Grand  Ballroom,  Sheraton  Charles. 
(Aeronautics  and  Space):  Sept.  8 and  9, 
11:00  a.m.,  St.  Charles  Room,  Sheraton 
Charles. 

(Civil  Defense):  Sept.  8 and  9,  11:00  a.m., 
Canal  Room,  Sheraton  Charles. 

(Merchant  Marine):  Sept.  8 and  9,  11:00 
a.m.,  Crescent  Room,  Sheraton  Charles. 
(Military  Affairs) : Sept.  8 and  9,  1 1 :00  a.m., 
Claiborne  Room,  Sheraton  Charles. 

(Naval  Affairs):  Sept.  8 and  9,  11:00  a.m., 
Beauregard  Room,  Sheraton  Charles. 

National  Security  Committees  Joint  Meeting 

Sept.  10,  9:00  a.m.,  Grand  Ballroom,  Shera- 
ton Charles. 

Rehabilitation 

(Claims  and  Rating):  Sept.  8 and  9,  10:00 
a.m.,  International  Room,  Roosevelt. 
(Hospitals  and  Medical  Services):  Sept.  8 
and  9,  10:00  a.m.,  International  Room, 
Roosevelt. 


$1 -BILLION  TOURIST  BUSINESS 

Louisiana  blends  a wealth  of  historic  charm,  rich  nat- 
ural resources  and  big  modern  industries.  Fertile  soil,  valu- 
able mineral  deposits  and  more  than  7,000  miles  of  naviga- 
ble waterways  linking  the  nation’s  heart  with  deep  seaports 
are  basic  factors  in  the  Pelican  State’s  wealth. 

Mardi  Gras,  the  carnival  preceding  Lent,  and  other 
festivals,  the  beat  of  Dixieland  jazz  in  the  place  of  its  ori- 
gin, and  the  nostalgic  relics  of  the  days  of  the  French  and 
the  Spanish  and  the  prosperous  pre-Civil  War  mansions 
are  among  the  attractions  which  add  up  to  a $1 -billion 
annual  tourist  business  for  Louisiana. 
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REUNIONS  AND  DINNERS 


NATIONAL  COMMANDER  S DINNER  FOR 
DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 
Grand  Ballroom 
Jung  Hotel 

Tuesday,  September  10 — 7:30  P.M. 


AMERICAN  LEGION  PRESS  ASSOCIATION 
(ALPA) 

Monteleone  Hotel 

Awards  Banquet 

Century  Ballroom 

Saturday,  September  7 — 7:00  P.M. 

Brunch  (Executive  Meeting) 

Bienville  Room 

Sunday,  September  8 — 10:30  A.M. 

Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers — 2:00  P.M. 
Iberville  Room 


ANAVICUS 

Army,  Navy  & Air  Force  Veterans  in  Canada 
Jackson  Room 
Sheraton  Charles  Hotel 
Sunday,  September  8 

10:30  A.M. — Business  Meeting 
11:30  A.M. — Cocktails 
12:30  P.M. — Luncheon 


TWENTY  AND  FOUR 

Sheraton  Charles  Hotel 
Committee  Meetings  & Registration 
Friday  and  Saturday,  September  6 & 7 

Canal  Room 

Annual  Bivouac  Banquet- — Saturday,  September  7 
Jackson  Room — 7:30  P.M. 


HISTORIAN  S BREAKFAST 

Royal  Orleans  Hotel 

Vieux  Carre  Suite 

Sunday,  September  8 — 7:30  A.M. 


NATIONAL  CHAPLAIN  S LUNCHEON 

Rex  Room— Roosevelt  Hotel 
Wednesday,  September  11,  12:00  Noon 


FODPAL 

Roosevelt  Hotel 
University  Room 
Breakfast  Meeting — 8:00  A.M. 
Tuesday,  September  10 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
STATES  DINNER 

Grand  Ballroom 
Jung  Hotel 

Wednesday,  September  11 — 8:00  P.M. 


SOCIETY  OF  AMERICAN  LEGION  FOUNDERS 

Roosevelt  Hotel 

Saturday,  September  7 

2:00  P.M.- — Business  Meeting,  Room  “B” 

6:00  P.M. — Reception,  Orleans  Room 
7:00  P.M.- — Dinner,  Creole  Suite 


PAST  COMMANDERS  LUNCHEON 

Coker  Room 

Municipal  Auditorium 

Tuesday,  September  10 

Immediately  following  Keynote  Speaker 


EIGHT  AND  FORTY 

Jung  Hotel 

LaMarche  Nationale  Banquet 
Saturday,  September  14,  7:30  P.M. 


WORLD  WAR  NURSES 

Queen  Anne  Room 
Monteleone  Hotel 
Breakfast — 8:00  A.M. 
Monday,  September  9 


GIFT  TO  THE  NATION 

See  Inside  Back  Cover 
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Jfflemortal  program 


4:30  P.M. 

Sunday,  September  8,  1968 
Grand  Ballroom — Roosevelt  Hotel 
ADVANCEMENT  OF  THE  COLORS 

Post  No.  985,  The  First  National  Bank  of  Chicago, 


Illinois 

THE  STAR-SPANGLED  BANNER 

Gerald  Marshall 

New  Orleans  Police  Department 

INVOCATION 

Most  Rev.  Philip  M.  Hannan,  J.C.D. 

Archbishop,  Archdiocese  of  New  Orleans 

PATRIOTIC  SONGS 

“This  Is  My  Country” 

“America  The  Beautiful” 

“God  Bless  America” 

The  American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Aux- 
iliary Combined  Vocal  Groups 

ADDRESS 

Rev.  Fr.  Edward  P.  Nolan  (Penna.) 

National  Chaplain,  The  American  Legion 

MEMORIAL  PRAYER 

Mrs.  Thelma  Flynn,  National  Chaplain 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 


PLACING  OF  THE  MEMORIAL  WREATHS 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION — National  Command- 
er William  E.  Galbraith,  National  Adjutant  William 
F.  Hauck 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY— Na- 
tional President  Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall,  National 
Secretary  Miss  Doris  Anderson 

LA  BOUTIQUE  DES  HUIT  ET  QUARANTE 
FEMMES — Le  Chapeau  National  Mrs.  T.  Clyde 
Finley,  Le  Secretaire  Caissiere  Mrs.  Thomas  N.  Leer- 
vig 

THE  BATTLE  HYMN  OF  THE  REPUBLIC 

The  Combined  Vocal  Groups 

BENEDICTION 

Very  Rev.  Richard  W.  Rowland 
Dean,  Christ  Church  Cathedral 

TAPS 

Howard  Voorhies  and  Michael  Caplan 

RETIREMENT  OF  THE  COLORS 
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William  J. 

Rogers 

Consultant 


Maurice 

Stember 

Consultant 


Lawrence  E, 
Hoffman 


August  C. 
Draeb 


Harry  L. 
Foster 


John  R. 
McNamara 


Dr.  A.  R. 


Choppin 


Donald  M. 
McSween 


Thomas 

Roumell 


The  1968 

National  Convention 
Commission 


James  V.  John  H.  Geiger 
Demarest  Vice  Chairman 

Chairman 


George  E. 
Osborne 
Advisory 


George  F. 
Stitt 

Ex-Officio 


Frank  C. 
Momsen 

Advisory 


Tommy  E. 
Jones 

Advisory 


W.  H.  Redman 
NEC  Liaison 


Daniel  A. 
Drew 

NEC  Liaison 


J.  Walter 
Janko 
NEC  Liaison 


Deming  Smith 

Contests 

Supervisory 

Chairman 


Louis  E.  Drago 
Chairman 
NEC  Liaison 


A.  L.  Starshak 

Distinguished 

Guests 

Chairman 


Henry  R. 
Kruse 


Harry  K. 
Stinger 


Bemie 

Strachota 

National 

Commander’s 

Representative 


Charles  S. 

Boehm 
NfiC  Liaison 


William  H, 
Miller 
National 
Convention 
Director 
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The  American  Legion 

First  District  Convention  Corporation  of  Louisiana 


Officers 


Vice  President  and 
Asst.  General  Chairman 

Merrick  W.  Swords 


Secretary 

James  H.  “Jim”  Pfister 


Treasurer 

Gus  W.  Kraus 


General  Counsel 

Lloyd  Adams 


General  Counsel 

Floyd  J.  Reed 
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Honorary  Officers 


Honorary  President 

The  Hon.  John  J.  McKeithen 


Honorary  President 

The  Hon.  Victor  H.  Schiro 


Honorary  President 

The  Hon.  Russell  B.  Long 


Honorary  President 

The  Hon.  Allen  J.  Ellender 
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Executive  Committee 


James  H.  “Jim”  Pfister 


Gus  W.  Kraus 


Lloyd  Adams 
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In  recognition  of  your 
proud  record  of 
Fifty  Years  for 
God  and  Country... 
Legionnaires, 
we  salute  you. 


Occidental  Life 

of  California 

(Underwriter  of  the  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan) 


A Member  of 
Transamerica  Corporation 
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Board  of  Directors 


Albert  V.  LaBiche 


Merrick  W.  Swords 


Claude  T.  Dupuis 


Paul  T.  DiFulco 


Mrs.  John  W.  Hote 
(Loretta) 


John  A.  Guirovich,  Jr. 
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James  H.  “Jim”  Pfister 


John  W.  Dussouy 


J 


Board  of  Directors 


Gus  W.  Kraus 


Lloyd  Adams 


Floyd  J.  Reed 


Maurice  Pender 


A.  J.  Jarrall 


James  F.  Carter 


A 


DRUM  AND  BUGLE  CORPS  FINALS 
AND  PARADE  OF  CHAMPIONS 

7:00  P.M.,  SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  8,  1968 

CITY  PARK  STADIUM 


See  the  12  finest  American  Legion  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  compete  for  the  National 
Championships. 

During  the  evening,  four  new  Ford  automobiles  will  be  presented  to  members  of  The 
American  Legion  or  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  by  the  Seagrams  Posts  of  The  American 
Legion. 

National  Commander  William  E.  Galbraith  will  make  the  presentation  of  awards  to  the 
winning  organizations. 


GRAND  FINALE 


Admission 

Reserved  Section  $2.50 
General  Admission  $2.00 

Coupon  in  Convention  packet  good  for  reduction 
of  50c  on  all  purchases  of  tickets. 

Transportation 

Excellent  public  transportation  available  to  and 
from  City  Park  Stadium. 


CONTEST  MEETINGS 

Representatives  of  the  competing  units  will  meet  in  the  Jackson  Room  of  the  Sheraton 
Charles  Hotel,  Friday,  September  6,  to  receive  final  official  information  and  instructions  at 
the  times  indicated  below. 


1 :30  p.m. 
1:45  p.m. 
2:00  p.m. 
2:15  p.m. 
2:30  p.m. 
3:00  p.m. 
3:30  p.m. 


Junior  and  Senior  Bands 
Choruses  and  Quartets 
Motorcycle  Drill  Teams 
Firing  Squads 

Senior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps 
Junior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  and  SAL 
Senior  and  Junior  Color  Guards 


Official  Protest  Hearings 

11:00  a.m.,  Tuesday,  September  10 

Canal  Room,  Sheraton  Charles  Hotel 


Briefing  of  Judges 

5:00  p.m.,  Friday,  September  6 

Jackson  Room,  Sheraton  Charles  Hotel 


5 0 f h NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
NEW  ORLEANS,  LOUISIANA  • SEPTEMBER  6-12,  1968 
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OFFICIAL  PROGRAM 


★ ★★★★★★ 

FIFTIETH  ANNUAL 
NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

OF 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


BIG  PARADE  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AT  4th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LOUISIANA,  OCTOBER  17,  1922 


From  the  historical  files  of  The  American  Legion  comes  this  memory  of  the  days  when  the  Legion  was  yet  an  infant  on 
the  American  scene.  On  October  17,  1922,  the  Fourth  Annual  National  Convention  parade  of  The  American  Legion 
stepped  briskly  through  the  streets  of  old  New  Orleans.  A goodly  number  of  those  who  were  here  for  that  event  will  be 
back  for  the  Golden  Anniversary  Convention  of  the  Legion,  Sept.  6-12,  1968. 
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AGENDA 

50TH  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  OF 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LOUISIANA 
MUNICIPAL  AUDITORIUM 


TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  10,  1968 

8:30  a.m. 

CONCERT 

National  Championship  Band,  A.  R.  McAllister  Memorial 
Band,  Joliet  Post  No.  1284,  Joliet,  Illinois 

9:00  a.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER 

William  E.  Galbraith  (Nebraska)  National  Commander 
ADVANCEMENT  OF  COLORS 

National  Championship  Color  Guard,  First  National  Bank 
of  Chicago  Post  No.  985,  Chicago,  Illinois 
STAR-SPANGLED  BANNER 

National  Championship  Chorus,  Singing  Legionnaires, 
Sioux  Falls  Post  No.  15,  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota 

INVOCATION 

Rev.  Fr.  Edward  P.  Nolan  (Pennsylvania),  National 
Chaplain 

CALL  FOR  CONVENTION 

William  F.  Hauck  (Indiana),  National  Adjutant 

9:30  a.m. 

ADDRESSES  OF  WELCOME 

The  Honorable  Victor  H.  Schiro,  Mayor  of  New  Orleans 

The  Honorable  John  J.  McKeithen,  Governor  of  Louisi- 
ana 

C.  J.  Acosta,  Past  Department  Commander,  Department 
of  Louisiana 

Albert  V.  LaBiche,  President,  The  American  Legion  First 
District  Convention  Corporation  of  Louisiana 


NOTE:  Times  of  subsequent  sessions  and  times  of 
Convention  Committee  Reports  are  subject 
to  change  by  the  Chair. 


9:45  a.m. 

RESPONSE  TO  ADDRESSES  OF  WELCOME 
L.  Eldon  James  (Virginia),  Past  National  Commander 

10:00  a.m. 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  MEMORIAL 
REMEMBRANCE 

Invocation:  James  H.  “Jim”  Pfister,  Department  Chaplain 
The  American  Legion,  Department  of  Louisiana 

Selection:  “There  is  No  Death,”  National  Championship 
Chorus 

Memorial  Address,  Rev.  Fr.  Edward  P.  Nolan  (Pennsyl- 
vania) National  Chaplain 

Lighting  of  Convention  Peace  Candle 

BENEDICTION 

Rev.  Fr.  Morris  N.  Dummet  (Louisiana)  Past  National 
Chaplain,  The  American  Legion 

TAPS 

Member,  National  Championship  Color  Guard 

10:30  a.m. 

REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  COMMANDER  WILLIAM 
E.  GALBRAITH 

10:45  a.m. 

GREETINGS 

Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall  (Maryland),  National  President, 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

The  Honorable  W.  Marvin  Watson,  Postmaster  General 
William  J.  Driver,  Administrator  of  Veterans  Affairs 

Maj.  Gen.  James  F.  Cantwell,  President,  National  Guard 
Association  of  the  United  States 

James  L.  Boyle  (Maine),  National  President,  The  Society 
of  American  Legion  Founders 

Mrs.  Lloyd  M.  Bucher,  wife  of  Commanding  Officer,  USS 
Pueblo 

11:15  a.m. 

ADDRESS 

George  Meany,  President,  American  Federation  of  Labor 
and  Congress  of  Industrial  Organizations 

1 1 :45  a.m. 

PRESENTATION  of  Medallion  to  the  City  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  the  city  in  which  the  1967  National  Con- 
vention was  held 

By:  John  E.  Davis  (North  Dakota),  Past  National  Com- 
mander 

To:  The  Honorable  Kevin  White,  Mayor,  City  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts 

12:00  noon 

PRESENTATION  of  Representatives  of  The  American 
Legion  Youth  Programs 

Oratorical  Contest  Winner — John  Joseph  Cangilos  (New 
York) 

President,  1968  Boys  Nation — Peter  C.  O’Connell  (Cali- 
fornia) 

Representative,  Sons  of  The  American  Legion — Donald  J. 
Hodgdon  (Connecticut) 
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Representative,  American  Legion  sponsored  Boy  Scouts 
of  America — Michael  Hebert  (Louisiana) 

American  Legion  Baseball  Player  of  the  Year  Ray  Lynn 
Larsen  (Illinois) 

12:30  p.m. 

PRESENTATION 

Commemorating  The  American  Legion’s  10th  Anniversary 
of  The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Program 

By:  John  A.  Llewelyn,  Occidental  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  California 

To:  The  American  Legion,  William  E.  Galbraith  (Ne- 
braska), National  Commander 

REPORT  OF  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 

12:45  p.m. 

CREDENTIALS  AND  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS 
(except  resolutions) 

LEGISLATION  AND  RULES 
(except  resolutions) 

1 :00  p.m. 

ADDRESS 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 

Recess 

\ 

7:30  p.m. 

National  Commander  Galbraith’s  Dinner  to  Distin- 
guished Guests 

Place:  Grand  Ballroom,  Jung  Hotel 
Presentation:  The  American  Legion  Distinguished 
Service  Medal 

By:  William  E.  Galbraith,  National  Commander 

To:  General  William  C.  Westmoreland,  USA 
Chief  of  Staff,  United  States  Army 

Entertainment:  Jimmy  Durante 


WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  11,  1968 

9:00  a.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER 

William  E.  Galbraith  (Nebraska),  National  Commander 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 

INVOCATION 

Rev.  Fr.  Edward  P.  Nolan  (Pennsylvania),  National 
Chaplain 

REPORT  OF  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 

9:15  a.m. 

CREDENTIALS  AND  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS 

Credentials  and  Other  Internal  Matters 
Membership 

9:30  a.m. 

LEGISLATION  AND  RULES 


9:45  a.m. 

PRESENTATION 

William  Randolph  Hearst  Americanism  Trophy 
By:  David  P.  Sentner,  Hearst  Newspapers 
To:  Winning  Department 

10:00  a.m. 

ADDRESS 

REPORT  OF  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 

10:30  a.m. 

AMERICANISM 
1 1 :00  a.m. 

ADDRESS 

Admiral  Thomas  H.  Moorer,  Chief  of  Naval  Operations, 
United  States  Navy 

REPORT  OF  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 

11:30  a.m. 

NATIONAL  SECURITY 
Military 
Naval 

Aeronautics  and  Space 
Civil  Defense 
Merchant  Marine 

12:00  noon 
ADDRESS 

12:30  p.m. 

PRESENTATION:  The  American  Legion  Fourth  Estate 
Award 

By:  William  E.  Galbraith,  National  Commander 
To:  William  S.  White,  United  Feature  Syndicate,  Inc., 
New  York,  New  York 

REPORT  OF  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 

12:45  p.m. 

ECONOMIC 

Employment  and  Veterans  Preference 
Other  Economic  Matters 

1 :00  p.m. 

PRESENTATION:  National  Commander’s  Public  Re- 
lations Award 

By:  William  E.  Galbraith,  National  Commander 
To:  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  Theodore  F.  Foedisch, 
Past  Department  Commander 

REPORT  OF  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 

1:15  p.m. 

CHILD  WELFARE 


1 :30  p.m. 

ADDRESS: 

REPORT  OF  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 

2:00  p.m. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENTS 
2:15  p.m. 

FINANCE 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 

Recess 
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THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  12,  1968 

9:00  a. m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER 

William  E.  Galbraith  (Nebraska),  National  Commander 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 

INVOCATION 

Rev.  Fr.  Edward  P.  Nolan  (Pennsylvania) 

National  Chaplain 

REPORT  OF  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 
9:15  a.m. 

REHABILITATION 
Claims  and  Rating 
Hospitals  and  Medical  Services 

9:45  a.m. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS 

10:15  a.m. 

ADDRESS 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  D.  Koontz,  National  President,  National 
Education  Association 

10:45  a.m. 

PRESENTATION:  The  American  Legion  International 
Amity  Award 

By:  William  E.  Galbraith,  National  Commander 

To:  Simeon  C.  Medalla,  President,  Veterans  Federation 
of  the  Philippines 

1 1 :00  a.m. 

REPORT:  50TH  ANNIVERSARY  COMMITTEE 
By:  Albert  V.  LaBiche  (Louisiana)  Chairman 


1 1 :30  a.m. 

REPORT:  TASK  FORCE  FOR  THE  FUTURE 
By:  James  V.  Day  (Maine),  Chairman 
1 1 :45  a.m. 

PRESENTATION  OF  PLAQUE  AND  COLORS  TO 
OUTGOING  NATIONAL  COMMANDER 

By:  Donald  E.  Johnson  (Iowa) 

Past  National  Commander 

Response  by:  William  E.  Galbraith,  National  Commander 

12:00  noon 

SPECIAL  ORDER  OF  BUSINESS 
ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
National  Commander 
Five  (5)  National  Vice  Commanders 
National  Chaplain 
1 :00  p.m. 

PRESENTATION  OF  COLORS  TO  INCOMING  NA- 
TIONAL COMMANDER 

RESPONSE  BY  NEWLY  ELECTED  NATIONAL 
COMMANDER 

PRESENTATION  OF  NEWLY  ELECTED  NATIONAL 
PRESIDENT  OF  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS 
BENEDICTION 
RETIREMENT  OF  COLORS 
FINAL  ADJOURNMENT 


NOTE:  The  National  Executive  Committee  will 
meet  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the 
close  of  the  Convention,  upon  call  of  the 
National  Commander. 


RIVER  PROVIDES  NICKNAME 

New  Orleans,  named  for  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  was 
founded  in  1718  by  Jean  Baptiste  le  Moyne,  Sieur  de  Bien- 
ville, on  a sweeping  curve  in  the  Mississippi  River,  approx- 
imately 110  miles  upstream  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The 
nickname  “Crescent  City”  is  derived  from  the  sweeping 
configuration  of  the  river. 

The  new  city  struggled  for  existence  until  1722  when 
the  founder  persuaded  the  French  government  to  make  it 
the  Louisiana  Territory  capital.  Adrien  de  Pauger  drew 
the  plans  for  the  city,  laying  out  a square  on  the  bank  of 
the  river  around  which  important  public  buildings  would 
rise.  This  site  of  the  original  city  is  known  as  the  French 
Quarter. 

By  the  secret  Treaty  of  Fontainebleau,  the  city  passed 
from  France  to  Spain;  however,  the  dominating  influences 
on  its  cultural  and  economic  development  remained 
French. 

Returned  to  France  in  1803,  New  Orleans  came  under 
United  States  jurisdiction  in  the  same  year  at  the  time  of 
the  Louisiana  Purchase. 


As  an  important  stopover  on  the  southern  routes  to  the 
West,  New  Orleans  prospered  as  a trading  center.  After 
the  Battle  of  New  Orleans  on  Jan.  8,  1815,  New  Orleans’ 
prosperity  reached  even  greater  heights.  In  this  era  of 
great  wealth,  the  city  evolved  a gay,  glamorous  way  of  life 
under  strong  influence  by  the  large  Creole  population. 

New  Orleans  was  the  state  capital  twice.  The  first  time 
was  from  admission  into  the  Union  in  1812  to  1852;  the 
second  time,  from  1865  to  1880. 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION’S 
GIFT  TO  THE  NATION 

Commemorating 
50th  Anniversary 

See  Inside  Back  Cover 
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Distinguished  Guests 


C.  J.  Acosta 

Immediate  Past 
Department  Commander 
The  American  Legion  of  Louisiana 


A.  Leo  Anderson 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Carl  T.  Anderson 

Depuy  Commissioner 

Tennessee  Department  of  Employment 

Security 

L.  J.  Andolsek 

Vice  Chairman 

U.  S.  Civil  Service  Commission 

The  Honorable  William  H.  Ayres 

The  House  of  Representatives 
Ohio 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren  E.  Baker 

Lincoln,  Nebraska 

Paul  D.  Basler 

Superintendent  of  Schools 
Papillion,  Nebraska 

J.  Raymond  Bell 

Columbia  Pictures 

Joseph  A.  Bernard 

National  Secretary-Treasurer 
The  Society  of  American  Legion 
Founders 

The  Honorable  Hale  Boggs 

The  House  of  Representatives 
Louisiana 

Clarence  Bookbinder,  D.  S.  C. 

National  President 
American  Podiatry  Association 

Major  General  Paul  M.  Booth 

The  Adjutant  General  of  Virginia 


James  L.  Boyle 

National  President 
The  Society  of 
American  Legion  Founders 


Hugh  W.  Bradley,  Director 

Bureau  of  Veterans’  Reemployment 
Rights 

U.  S.  Department  of  Labor 

The  Honorable  Albert  P.  Brewer 

Governor  of  Alabama 

John  C.  Brogan 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
Youngberg-Carlson  Company,  Inc. 

Keith  J.  Bruner 

Manager,  New  Orleans  Chapter 
American  Red  Cross 


Mrs.  Lloyd  M.  Bucher 

Wife  of  Commanding  Officer 
USS  Pueblo 


P.  J.  Budd 

Chief  Data  Management  Director 
Veterans  Administration 

Mrs.  Harry  Burrish 

Aberdeen,  South  Dakota 

Victor  Bussie,  President 
Louisiana  AFL-CIO 


Vice  Admiral  Turner  F.  Caldwell,  Jr. 
Director,  Antisubmarine  Warfare 
Programs 

Department  of  the  Navy 

Theodore  F.  Cangelosi 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 


John  Joseph  Cangilos 

1968  National  Oratorical 
Contest  Winner 
Albany,  New  York 


Major  General  James  F.  Cantwell 

President 

National  Guard  Association  of  the  U.  S. 


Colonel  John  T.  Carlton,  IJSAR 

Executive  Director 
Reserve  Officers  Association 

L.  J.  Centola,  Manager 

Veterans  Administration  Regional  Office 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Frank  J.  Close 

Manager,  Library  Services 
Western  Publishing  Company 

Major  General  Wendell  J.  Coats,  USA 

Chief  of  Information 
Department  of  the  Army 

John  R.  Cohee,  Commander 

Post  No.  159,  The  American  Legion 
Beemer,  Nebraska 

Mrs.  Arthur  J.  Connell 

Middletown,  Connecticut 

John  J.  Corcoran 

Assistant  to  the  General  Counsel 
Veterans  Administration 

George  H.  Cornelius,  Jr. 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Loran  Cottrell 

Lincoln,  Nebraska 

Don  Cowan 

The  Coca-Cola  Company 

Mrs.  William  M.  Cox 

Pierce,  Nebraska 

Councilman  Henry  B.  Curtis 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 


John  E.  Davis 

Past  National  Commander 
The  American  Legion 
Bismarck,  North  Dakota 


James  Denney 

Omaha,  Nebraska 

John  M.  Dervan 

Director,  Loan  Guaranty  Service 
Veterans  Administration 

Glenn  Deweber 

Pawnee  City,  Nebraska 

The  Honorable  Robert  B.  Docking 

Governor  of  Kansas 

Lt.  General  C.  G.  Dodge 

Executive  Vice  President 
Association  of  the  U.  S.  Army 

Thomas  F.  Donelon 

President,  Jefferson  Parish 
Gretna,  Louisiana 


F.  C.  Doyal,  Jr.,  Administrator 

Louisiana  Division  of  Employment 
Security 

Miss  Beth  Ann  Drake 
Washington,  D.  C. 


William  J.  Driver 

Administrator  of  Veterans  Affairs 
Veterans  Administration 


Henry  H.  Dudley 

Past  National  Adjutant 
The  American  Legion 

Councilman  Clarence  O.  Dupuy 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 


Jimmy  Durante 


Dr.  H.  Martin  Engle 

Chief  Medical  Director 
Veterans  Administration 

Herbert  W.  Evenson 

Riverside,  Connecticut 

Robert  C.  Fable,  Jr. 

The  General  Counsel 
Veterans  Administration 

A.  W.  Farmer 

Chief  Benefits  Director 
Veterans  Administration 

Irving  Ferman 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Luis  A.  Ferre 

Ponce,  Puerto  Rico 

Murray  C.  Fincher 

President,  Chamber  of  Commerce 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 


Theodore  F.  Foedisch 

Immediate  Past  Department  Commander 
The  American  Legion  of  Pennsylvania 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  A.  Fry 

Silver  Spring,  Maryland 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ted  Fry 

Beatrice,  Nebraska 

Miss  Claudia  Galbraith 

Beemer,  Nebraska 

Gerald  Galbraith 

Kearney,  Nebraska 

William  Deane  Galbraith 

Beemer,  Nebraska 

Edwin  Gaudet 

General  Manager 
Sheraton-Charles  Hotel 

Charles  Genella 
Director  of  Sales 
Jung  Hotel 

Joseph  I.  Giarrusso 
Superintendent 

New  Orleans  Police  Department 

Robert  C.  Goodwin,  Administrator 

Bureau  of  Employment  Security 
U.S.  Department  of  Labor 
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Edward  J.  Gorman 

Manager,  Administrative  Services 
Veterans  Administration 

Oscar  Greene 

Assistant  to  the  Senior  Vice  President 
Schenley  Industries,  Inc. 

The  Honorable  Jack  P.  F.  Gremillion 

The  Attorney  General  of  Louisiana 

Judge  Levi  M.  Hall 

National  President-elect 

The  Society  of  American  Legion 

Founders 

James  S.  Harrison 
Morrill,  Nebraska 

Mrs.  Marvin  Harrison 
Lincoln,  Nebraska 

The  Honorable  William  H.  Hasebroock 

Nebraska  State  Senator 

Mrs.  William  H.  Hasebroock 

Vice  President,  Organizational  Relations 
Freedoms  Foundation  at  Valley  Forge 

George  W.  Healy,  Jr. 

Vice  President 

Times-Picayune  Publishing  Corp. 

William  Randolph  Hearst,  Jr. 

Editor-in-Chief 
Hearst  Newspapers 

The  Honorable  F.  Edward  Hebert 

The  House  of  Representatives 
Louisiana 


Michael  Hebert 

Boys  Scouts  Program  Representative 
Port  Allen,  Louisiana 


Thomas  J.  Heier,  Jr. 

City  Administrative  Officer 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Mrs.  Irvin  E.  Hendryson,  President 

National  Congress  of  Parents  and 
Teachers 

Jerome  N.  Henn 

Petersburg,  Nebraska 

Lt.  General  Lewis  B.  Hershey 

Director,  Selective  Service  System 

Vincent  P.  Hippolitus 

Assistant  Executive  Secretary 
The  President’s  Committee  on 
Employment  of  the  Handicapped 

Dr.  George  W.  Hobson 

Director,  Veterans  Administration 
Hospital 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 


Donald  J.  Hodgdon 

Sons  of  The  American  Legion 
Representative 
West  Haven,  Connecticut 


Glenn  Hollingsworth 

Regional  Manager 
American  News 

Frank  R.  Hood 

Director,  Information  Service 
Veterans  Administration 

Gene  Howard 

Special  Assistant  to  the  Administrator 
Veterans  Administration 

Major  General  Raymond  F.  Hufft 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jim  Hurlbert 

Lincoln,  Nebraska 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bernard  J.  Jacobs 

New  York,  New  York 


L.  Eldon  James 

Past  National  Commander 
The  American  Legion 
Hampton,  Virginia 


Donald  E.  Johnson 

Past  National  Commander 
The  American  Legion 
West  Branch,  Iowa 


Thomas  J.  Kelly,  President 

Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  Society 

Donald  M.  Kendall 

President 
PepsiCo,  Inc. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vincent  Kess 

Lincoln,  Nebraska 

Henry  B.  King,  President 

U.S.  Brewers  Association,  Inc. 


Mrs.  Elizabeth  D.  Koontz 

National  President 
National  Education  Association 


Albert  V.  LaBiche 

President  and  General  Chairman 
The  American  Legion  First  District 
Convention  Corporation  of  Louisiana 


Mrs.  Albert  V.  LaBiche,  Sr. 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marcus  C.  LaBiche,  Sr. 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Mrs.  Mirza  T.  LaBiche 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Councilman  Maurice  E.  Landrieu 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 


Ray  Lynn  Larsen 

American  Legion  Baseball 
“Player  of  the  Year” 


Mrs.  Ruth  Lejendre 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Colonel  Waldron  E.  Leonard 

Alexandria,  Louisiana 

Brig.  General  Homer  I.  Lewis 

President 

Reserve  Officers  Association 


John  A.  Llewelyn 

Second  Vice  President 
Occidental  Life  Insurance  Company 
of  California 


Ralph  H.  Long 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

The  Honorable  Russell  B.  Long 

The  United  States  Senate 
Louisiana 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Lowry 

Cairo,  Nebraska 

J.  C.  Lundberg 

Dominion  President 

Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  Veterans  in 
Canada 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  E.  Marchetti 

Omaha,  Nebraska 

The  Honorable  Frank  Marsh 

Secretary  of  State  of  Nebraska 

W.  A.  McCollough 

Executive  Vice  President 
The  American  News  Company 

Robert  M.  McCurdy 

Chairman 

Veterans  Advisory  Commission 

Edward  F.  McGinnis 

Washington,  D.  C. 

H.  J.  McGivern 

Past  Dominion  President 

Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  Veterans  in 

Canada 

Raymond  J.  McHugh 

General  Manager 
Copley  News  Service 


The  Honorable  John  J.  McKeithen 

Governor  of  Louisiana 


Walter  C.  McPherson 

Information  Liaison  Officer 
U.  S.  Department  of  State 

Oliver  E.  Meadows,  Staff  Director 
House  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs 


George  Meany 
President 

American  Federation  of  Labor  and 
Congress  of  Industrial  Organizations 


Simeon  C.  Medalla,  President 

Veterans  Federation  of  the  Philippines 


Dan  Mikulak 

General  Manager 
Roosevelt  Hotel 

Rear  Admiral  Henry  L.  Miller,  USN 

Chief  of  Information 
Department  of  the  Navy 

Marshall  C.  Miller,  Assistant  Chief 

Veterans  Employment  Service 
U.  S.  Department  of  Labor 

Major  General  Joe  C.  Moffitt 

The  Adjutant  General  of  Colorado 

A.  H.  Monk 

Associate  Deputy  Administrator 
Veterans  Administration 

James  W.  Moore,  Vice  Chairman 
Mississippi  River  Bridge  Authority 


Admiral  Thomas  H.  Moorer 

Chief  of  Naval  Operations 
United  States  Navy 


Councilman  James  A.  Moreau 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

The  Honorable  James  H.  Morrison 

Hammond,  Louisiana 

G.  Allen  Mossman,  Director 

Veteran  and  Governmental  Relationships 
Boy  Scouts  of  America 

William  F.  Naughton 

Director  of  Sales 
Roosevelt  Hotel 
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Frank  Nemec,  President 
Lykes  Brothers  Lines 

Louis  B.  Nichols 

Executive  Vice  President 
Schenley  Industries,  Inc. 

Maj.  General  Joe  Nickell 
Adjutant  General  of  Kansas 


Rev.  Father  Edward  P.  Nolan 

National  Chaplain 
The  American  Legion 


Philip  F.  O’Brien 

National  Commander 

Veterans  of  World  War  I of  the  USA, 

Inc. 


Peter  C.  O’Connell 

1968  Boys  Nation  President 
Lakeside,  California 


Ray  Oltman 

Lincoln,  Nebraska 

Edward  L.  Omohundro 

Chief,  Veterans  Employment  Service 
U.  S.  Department  of  Labor 

Joseph  H.  O’Neil 

Manchester,  New  Hampshire 

Franklin  L.  Orth 

Executive  Vice  President 

National  Rifle  Association  of  America 

Daniel  R.  O’Sullivan 

Seagram  Distillers  Company 

W.  J.  R.  Overath 
Deputy  Director 

Office  of  Veterans  Reemployment  Rights 
U.  S.  Department  of  Labor 

Mrs.  Alvin  M.  Owsley 
Dallas,  Texas 

Alvin  M.  Owsley,  Jr. 

Houston,  Texas 

Donald  P.  Pabst 

The  U.  S.  Life  Insurance  Company 
in  the  City  of  New  York 

Major  General  Ralph  A.  Palladino 

Reserve  Forces  Policy  Board 
Department  of  Defense 

J.  C.  Peckarsky 

Deputy  Chief  Benefits  Director 
Veterans  Administration 

Councilman  John  J.  Petre 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Gy.  Sgt.  Leroy  N.  Poulson,  USMC 
Belle  Chasse,  Louisiana 

Leon  J.  Prestia 

General  Manager 
Jung  Hotel 

Thomas  H.  Price,  Jr. 

Executive  Secretary 

U.S.  Veterans  Advisory  Commission 


Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall 

National  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 


Vernon  H.  Randall 

Chamblee,  Georgia 

The  Honorable  John  R.  Rarick 

The  House  of  Representatives 
Louisiana 


Janies  F.  Reilly 

Vice  President 

U.  S.  Brewers  Association,  Inc. 

Mrs.  James  P.  Ringley 

Chicago,  Illinois 

William  J.  Rogers 

U.  S.  Brewers  Association,  Inc. 

Rex  Rudy 

Vice  President 

Community  National  Life  Insurance  Co. 

James  S.  Rule 

Coordinator  of  Public  Affairs 
American  Society  of  Composers,  Authors 
and  Publishers 

Lt.  General  Austin  J.  Russell 

Commander,  2nd  Air  Force,  SAC 
Barksdale  Air  Force  Base 

J.  J.  Ryan 

President 

Community  National  Life  Insurance  Co. 

Rear  Adm.  Thomas  J.  Ryan,  Jr.,  C.M.H. 

Metairie,  Louisiana 

Robert  K.  Salyers 

Arlington,  Virginia 

Dr.  R.  H.  Scherer 

West  Point,  Nebraska 


The  Honorable  Victor  H.  Schiro 
Mayor  of  New  Orleans 


Earnest  N.  Schmit 

Past  National  Adjutant 
The  American  Legion 

Martin  L.  Schnider,  President 

Northern  Virginia  Savings  & Loan  Assn. 

Danny  Scholl 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Rev.  Father  Paul  J.  Schwaab 

Ponca  City,  Nebraska 

Ira  E.  Schwartzenburg 

Marksville,  Louisiana 

General  Frank  R.  Schwengel 

Scarsdale,  New  York 


David  P.  Sentner 

Hearst  Newspapers 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  H.  Shriner 

Lincoln,  Nebraska 

Earnest  P.  Slaughter,  Jr. 

National  Commander 
Military  Order  of  Purple  Heart 
of  the  USA,  Inc. 

John  W.  Sloan 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

James  C.  Smith,  Director 

Nebraska  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 

Gerald  L.  Snider 

Vice  President  and  General  Manager 
Consumer  Products  Division 
Royal  Typewriter  Company,  Inc. 

Councilman  Arthur  K.  Snyder 

Los  Angeles,  California 

Protacio  R.  Sotto,  M.D. 

Director,  Veterans  Memorial  Hosp. 
Quezon  City,  Philippines 

Frank  J.  Specht 

Schenley  Industries,  Inc. 

Dick  Staggs,  Director 

Louisiana  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 

James  W.  Stancil 

Chairman,  Board  of  Veterans  Appeals 
Veterans  Administration 


A.  L.  Starshak,  Chairman 

National  Distinguished  Guests  Committee 
The  American  Legion 

Anthony  Stasio,  Director 

Office  of  Economic  Development 
Small  Business  Administration 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  H.  Steffensmeier 
Beemer,  Nebraska 

A.  W.  Stratton 

Deputy  Administrator 
Veterans  Administration 

Major  General  William  J,  Sutton,  USA 

Chief,  Army  Reserve 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Deane  Taylor 

Pawnee  City,  Nebraska 

The  Honorable  Olin  E.  Teague 

The  House  of  Representatives 
Texas 

The  Honorable  Norbert  T.  Tiemann 

Governor  of  Nebraska 

Thomas  A.  Tinsley,  Director 

Bureau  of  Employees’  Compensation 

Lt.  General  David  Wade 

The  Adjutant  General  of  Louisiana 

Frank  N.  Wade 

Associate  Director  of  Field  Service 
Boys’  Clubs  of  America 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emory  L.  Watkins 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 


The  Honorable  W.  Marvin  Watson 

The  Postmaster  General 


Philip  C.  Weinseimer,  Jr. 

Basking  Ridge,  New  Jersey 

Seymour  Weiss 
Roosevelt  Hotel 


General  William  C.  Westmoreland 

Chief  of  Staff 
United  States  Army 


Frank  W.  Whatton 

Vice  President  and  General  Manager 
Fawcett-Haynes  Printing  Corp. 


The  Honorable  Kevin  H.  White 

Mayor  of  Boston 


William  S.  White 

United  Feature  Syndicate,  Inc. 


Brig.  General  Lawrence  H.  Whiting,  USA, 
Ret. 

National  President  Emeritus 

The  Society  of  American  Legion  Founders 

John  J.  Wicker,  Jr. 

Richmond,  Virginia 

Theodore  C.  Wiehe 

Vice  President 
Schenley  Industries,  Inc. 

The  Honorable  John  Bell  Williams 

Governor  of  Mississippi 

The  Honorable  Edwin  E.  Willis 

The  House  of  Representatives 
Louisiana 

Lee  L.  Wilson 

President 

Fawcett-Haynes  Printing  Corp. 

Major  General  Winston  P.  Wilson 

Chief,  National  Guard  Bureau 

Major  General  E.  W.  Wise 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
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MARCO  N / DRIVE 


DELGADO  ARTW  n 
^ MUSEUM  Jljj 


City  PARK  STAOium 
SiTE  OF  DRUM  & BUGLE 

corps  contest,  parade 

OF  CHAMPIONS,  AND 

SEAGRAM  FOND  awards 


fair  grounds 
Racet track 


CITY  PARK 


— -— 


^MUNICIPAL  N 

Auditorium  > 

LEGiON  SESSION 
S'lTE  & NATIONAL. 
v HDQTRS-  office *4 


reviewing 
< stand  a 


'ST.  LOUIS  ^ 
CATHEDRAL. 


RJuN6  Hotel  - 
Auxiliary  & Set. 
V ¥0  HDQTRS.  . 


dftCRSON 
SQ  UARE  \ 


\UNi6aP 

Station 


s ROOSEVELT ^ 
HOTEL  & 
LE6/0/V  HDQTRS;. 


CSHERATON^i^ 
Oh-arles  HoteXJ  $ 


legion  cor  pi  f £ 
°RATiON  fTO 
s£PQTRs.j€k 


'"g^Trcwrt 

TRADE  mart 


GARDEN  DiSTR)C,T 


Seagram  Distillers,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Legion,  has  made  this  colorful  map  to  show 
you  what’s  happening  at  the  big  50th  anni- 
versary convention. 

There’ll  be  real  excitement  at  City  Park 
Stadium  on  September  8.  That’s  when  four 
happy  people  will  discover  they’ve  won  new 
Ford  convertibles  donated  by  the  Seagram 
Posts.  The  drawing  will  be  held  during  the 
Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  finals. 

The  marching  will  start  at  6:00  PM  on 
Monday,  September  9.  Marchers  will  as- 
semble at  the  corner  of  Canal  and  Galvez 
Streets.The  parade  will  move  straight  down 
Canal  Street,  past  the  reviewing  stand  at 
Canal  Street  and  Elk  Place  and  on  to  the 
disbanding  area  at  Magazine  Street. 

Say  Seagram’s  and  Be  Sure. 


'.nXvv>y 


Seagram's  7 Grown,  blended  whiskey.  86  proofr&a^  gra 
whisky,  a blend  of  selected  whiskies.  6 years  oldySS^ 
distilled  dry  gin,  distilled  from  American  grain.  SeagriS^ 
•80  proof.  Seagram’s  100  Pipers,  blende^  Scotch  whisky 


WELCOME 


American  Legion  Delegates 

WE’RE  PROUD  TO  HOST  YOUR  1968  CONVENTION 


☆ ☆☆☆☆☆ 


add  much 
more  to  the 
jjfeaAure  oj? 
y.our  stay  in 


fL,  OrL 


eand 


☆ ☆ ☆ 

. . . enjoy  our 
city  year  ’ round  in 
modern,  luxuriously 
appointed  accommodations, 
completely  air-conditioned, 
with  service  in  the 
gracious  Southern  manner 
. . . these  are  what  you 
expect  from  members  of  the 


GREATER  NEW  ORLEANS  HOTEL  & MOTEL  ASSOCIATION 


Best  Western  Patio  Motel 
Conchetta  Motel 
Chateau  Motor  Hotel 
DeVille,  The 
Downtowner  Motor  Inn 
Fontainebleau  Motor  Hotel 
Hilton  Inn 

Hotel  Bourbon  Orleans 
Jung  Hotel 
LaSalle  Hotel 
Lafayette  Hotel 


Monteleone  Hotel 

Park  Plaza  Motel 

Place  D’Armes  Motor  Hotel 

Pontchartrain  Hotel 

Provincial  Motel 

Roosevelt  Hotel 

Royal  Orleans  Hotel 

Sands  Motel 

Sheraton  Charles  Hotel 

Sheraton  Delta  Motor  Hotel 

Tamanaca  Downtown  Motor  Hotel 

Vieux  Carre  Motor  Lodge 
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A Salute 
to  the 
American 
Legion  on  its 
Golden 


IT  MAKES  GOOD  SENSE 
TO  SHIP  AND  TRAVEL 

AMERICAN! 


★ 

★ 

★ 


Your  dollars  stay  at  home  to 
benefit  our  nation’s  econ- 
omy . . . 


You  support  your  Merchant 
Marine— vital  to  our  National 
Defense  . . . 


When  you  ship,  you  get  the 
world’s  finest,  most  modern 
facilities.  When  you  travel, 
you  enjoy  excellent  accom- 
modations and  service— with 
no  language  barrier. 


LVKES  LINES 

LYKES  BROS.  STEAMSHIP  CO.,  INC. 

New  Orleans,  La. 


Operating  the  largest  American  flag  fleet 
between  U.S.  GULF  PORTS  and  the  world. 


U.  K.  LINE  • CONTINENT  LINE 
MEDITERRANEAN  LINE  • AFRICA  LINE 
ORIENT  LINE  • CARIBBEAN  LINE 


Best  Wishes  to 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

as  you  start  to  celebrate  your 

50TH  ANNIVERSARY 

S.  Abrahams  & Co.,  Inc.  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

S.  P.  Weinberg,  President 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  CHILD  WELFARE  FOUNDATION... 

is  symbolic  of  American  Legion  service  to  all  American  children,  guardians 
of  the  future.  Preventive  research  for  child  welfare  is  the  major  purpose  of 
the  separate  fund.  The  facts  gained  through  research  are  used  in  shaping 
and  building  the  youth  of  America.  Your  dollars  will  help  do  this  vital  job. 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  CHILD  WELFARE  FOUNDATION 

P.  O.  BOX  1055  INDIANAPOLIS,  INDIANA  46206 


□ Enclosed  find  my  contribution  to  the  American 
Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation. 

□ Please  send  a brochure  that  tells  more  about 
how  my  contribution  will  help  build  a better 
America  through  research  and  development. 


NAME. 


ADDRESS. 


More  power  to  you 


Sinclair- the  better  gasoline 


i Sinclair \ 


Sinclair 


Sinclair  Refining  Company 


FAMOUS  FRENCH  QUARTER 

Whether  you  call  it  the  French  Quarter,  the  old  city  or 
simply  “The  Quarter,”  its  French  name,  Vieux  Carre 
means  Old  Square  and  it  is  now  250  years  old. 

The  Vieux  Carre  is  the  original  city  of  New  Orleans, 
founded  by  John  Baptiste  LeMoyne,  Sieur  de  Bienville, 
and  laid  out  in  a precise  street  plan  by  Adrian  de  Pauger, 
an  engineer. 

The  French  settlers  had  a good  bit  of  trouble  with  fires, 
so  most  of  the  Quarter’s  architecture  is  from  the  Spanish 
period  or  later.  The  street  names,  for  the  most  part,  reflect 
the  pride,  whims  and  intrigue  of  the  royal  court  of  France. 

Bourbon  St.,  as  an  example,  is  appropriately  named  for 
the  Royal  Duke  of  Bourbon  who  was  best  known  as  a great 


party-giver.  The  street  named  in  his  honor  does  its  best  to 
keep  up  the  tradition. 

Otherwise,  the  Quarter  is  a symphony  of  shaded  patios, 
antique  shops  and  delicate  ironwork  balconies.  Its  restau- 
rants are  among  the  best  in  the  nation,  and  its  bartenders 
are  among  the  country’s  most  talented. 

BIG  MINERAL  PRODUCER 

Louisiana’s  mineral  production  in  1966  totaled  $3.4- 
billion,  making  the  state  second  only  to  Texas  among  the 
50  states. 

The  Pelican  State  was  first,  with  Texas  second,  in  the 
value  of  its  1966  sulphur,  natural  gas  and  salt  production. 
Much  oil  and  sulphur  production  comes  from  off-shore  de- 
posits. 


GIFT  TO  THE  NATION 


See  Inside  Back  Cover 
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The  American  Legion  1919-1967 


•Franklin  D’Olier 

Pennsylvania  1919-20 

Stephen  F.  Chadwick 

Washington  1938-39 

Preston  J.  Moore 

Oklahoma  1958-59 

••Frederick  W.  Galbraith,  Jr. 

Ohio  1920-21 

Raymond  J.  Kelly 

Michigan  1939-40 

Martin  B.  McKneally 
New  York  1959-60 

•••John  G.  Emery 

Michigan  1921 

•Milo  J.  Warner 
Ohio  1940-41 

William  R.  Burke 

California  1960-61 

•Hanford  MacNider 
Iowa  1921-22 

Lynn  U.  Stambaugh 

North  Dakota  1941-42 

Charles  L.  Bacon 
Missouri  1961-62 

•Alvin  M.  Owsley 

Texas  1922-23 

•Roane  Waring 

Tennessee  1942-43 

James  E.  Powers 
Georgia  1962-63 

John  R.  Quinn 

California  1923-24 

Warren  H.  Atherton 

California  1943-44 

Daniel  F.  Foley 

Minnesota  1963-64 

•James  A.  Drain 

District  of  Columbia  1924-25 

•Edward  N.  Scheiberling 
New  York  1944-45 

Donald  E.  Johnson 

Iowa  1964-65 

•John  R.  McQuigg 

Ohio  1925-26 

•John  Stelle 

Illinois  1945-46 

L.  Eldon  James 

Virginia  1965-66 

•Howard  P.  Savage 
Illinois  1926-27 

Paul  H.  Griffith 

Pennsylvania  1946-47 

John  E.  Davis 
North  Dakota  1966-67 

•Edward  E.  Spafford 

New  York  1927-28 

•Paul  V.  McNutt 

Indiana  1928-29 

*0.  Lee  Bodenhamer 

Arkansas  1929-30 

•Ralph  T.  O’Neil 

Kansas  1930-31 

Henry  L.  Stevens,  Jr. 
North  Carolina  1931-32 

•Louis  Johnson 

West  Virginia  1932-33 

•Edward  A.  Hayes 
Illinois  1933-34 

•Frank  N.  Belgrano,  Jr. 

California  1934-35 

James  F.  O’Neil 
New  Hampshire  1947-48 

Perry  Brown 

Texas  1948-49 

George  N.  Craig 
Indiana  1949-50 

Erie  Cocke,  Jr. 

Georgia  1950-51 

Donald  R.  Wilson 

West  Virginia  1951-52 

•Lewis  K.  Gough 
California  1952-53 

•Arthur  J.  Connell 

Connecticut  1953-54 

Seaborn  P.  Collins 

New  Mexico  1954-55 

Past  National  Commanders  by 
Vote  of  National  Convention 

•Bennett  Champ  Clark 

Missouri — Presided  at  Paris  caucus 
March  1919 

•Milton  J.  Foreman 

Illinois — Chairman,  Executive 
Committee  at  Paris 

•Henry  D.  Lindsley 

Texas — Presided  at  St.  Louis  caucus 
May  1919 

•Theodore  Roosevelt,  Jr. 

New  York 

•Eric  Fisher  Wood 
Pennsylvania — Temporary  Chairman 
and  Secretary  at  Paris  caucus 

Ray  Murphy 

Iowa  1935-36 

J.  Addington  Wagner 

Michigan  1955-56 

Harry  W.  Colmery 

Kansas  1936-37 

Daniel  J.  Doherty 

Massachusetts  1937-38 

Dan  Daniel 

Virginia  1956-57 

John  S.  Gleason,  Jr. 
Illinois  1957-58 

Honorary  National  Commanders 

•General  John  J.  Pershing 
•Marshal  Ferdinand  Foch 

* Deceased 

**  Killed  in  auto  accident  while  serving  as 
Commander 

***  Elected  by  Executive  Committee  to  fill 
unexpired  term. 


Recipients  of  The  American  Legion 


PRESIDENT  LYNDON  B.  JOHNSON 
GENERAL  WILLIAM  C.  WESTMORELAND 


Marshal  Ferdinand  Foch 

of  France — 1921 

Gen.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Jr. 

( Posthumously ) — 1945 

Adm.  Earl  Beatty 

of  Great  Britain — 1921 

Ernest  (Ernie)  Pyle 

( Posthumously) — 1945 

Gen.  Baron  Jacques 
of  Belgium — 1921 

Hon.  Henry  L.  Stimson 

1945 

Gen.  Armando  Diaz 
of  Italy— 1921 

Fleet  Adm.  Chester  W.  Nimitz 
1945 

Charles  Bertrand 

of  France — 1921 

Gen.  of  the  Armies 
John  J.  Pershing 

1922 

Gen.  of  the  Army 
Dwight  D.  Eisenhower 

1945 

J.  Edgar  Hoover 

1946 

Adm.  Robert  E.  Coontz 

1923 

Bob  Hope 

1946 

Gen.  Josef  Haller 
of  Poland — 1923 

William  Randolph  Hearst 
1946 

Ignace  Jan  Paderewski 

of  Poland — 1926 

Maj.  Gen.  Lewis  B.  Hershey 
1946 

Comte  Francois  Marie  Robert  Dejean 
of  France — 1927 

Hon.  Cordell  Hull 

1946 

Field  Marshal  Viscount  Allenby 

of  Great  Britain — 1928 

Lt.  Gen.  William  S.  Knudsen 
1947 

Judge  Kenesaw  Mountain  Landis 

1929 

Sen.  Edward  Martin 
1947 

Adm.  William  S.  Sims 
1930 

Chief  Justice  Fred  M.  Vinson 
1947 

Gen.  Douglas  MacArthur 
1942 

President  Harry  S.  Truman 

1949 

Gen.  George  C.  Marshall 
1943 

George  Herman  (Babe)  Ruth 

(Posthumously) — 1949 

Adm.  Ernest  J.  King 
1943 

Maj.  Gen.  Frank  Parker 
(Posthumously) — 1949 

Hon.  Frank  Knox 

( Posthumously ) — 1944 

Charles  F.  Johnson,  Jr. 

1950 

Henry  Ford 

1944 

Maj.  Gen.  Milton  A.  Reckord 

1950 

Gen.  H.  H.  Arnold 

1944 

Rep.  Edith  Nourse  Rogers 
1950 

President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 

( Posthumously ) — 1945 

Gen.  Charles  P.  Summerall 
1951 

Rep.  Royal  C.  Johnson 

(Posthumously) — 1953 

Maj.  Gen.  George  A.  White 

( Posthumously)  — 1954 

Dr.  Jonas  E.  Salk 

1955 

Maj.  Gen.  Ellard  A.  Walsh 

1955 

Vice  Adm.  Joel  T.  Boone 

1956 

Charles  Stewart  Mott 

1956 

Gen.  Mark  W.  Clark 

1957 

The  Most  Reverend 
Fulton  J.  Sheen 

1957 

Bernard  Mannes  Baruch 

1958 

Unknown  Servicemen  of 
World  War  I,  World  War  II, 
and  Korea,  interred  at  the 
Tomb  of  the  Unknown  Soldier, 
Arlington  National  Cemetery 

1958 

Sen.  Robert  S.  Kerr 

1959 

President  John  F.  Kennedy 

1961 

Gen.  Lucius  D.  Clay 

1962 

Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dooley 

( Posthumously ) — 1962 

Francis  Cardinal  Spellman 

1963 

Dr.  Charles  W.  Mayo 

1964 

President  Herbert  C.  Hoover 

( Posthumously ) — 1965 

Hon.  James  F.  Byrnes 

1965 

Capt.  Roger  H.  C.  Donlon 

1966 

Hon.  Tom  C.  Clark 

1967 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

to 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
ON  YOUR  50TH  ANNIVERSARY 


Best  Wishes  as  you  plan  for  the  next  50  years 
of  Service  to  Community,  State  and  Nation 

Leavens  Manufacturing  Co.,  Inc. 

Attleboro,  Massachusetts 


Best  wishes 
for  a 

successful  convention 
from 


CONGRATULATIONS 

to 


THE  AMERICAN 
LEGION 


As  It  Celebrates  Its  First  50  Years 
and 

Plans  For  The  Next  50  Years 

THE  BRONZE  CRAFT  CORP. 
Nashua,  New  Hampshire 
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Hello,  Joe,  Jack,  Bert,  Phil, Tom, 
Ernie,  John,  Bill,  Dave,  Charlie, 
Walt,  Dick,  Stu,  Don,  Herb,  Bob, 
Harry,  George,  Arnie,  Mort, 
Fred,  Al,  Pete,  Jerry,  Pat,  Stan, 
Jim,  Barry, Greg,  Marv,  Sam, 
Gene,  Gary,  Carl,  Oscar,  Elliot, 
Norm,  Frank, Warren,  Ben, 
Paul,  Vince,  Henry,  Lou, Ted, 
Ken,  Mike,  Milt,  Dan,  Len,  Bud, 
Archie,  Larry. 


Warmest  best  wishes 
to  you  and  all 
your  fellow 
conventioneers, 
from  the  people  who 
make  Canadian  Club. 


6 YEARS  OLD.  IMPORTED  IN 


Committee  Chairmen 


First  District  Convention 


Corporation  of  Louisiana 


Registration  & 

Information  Exhibits 


William  M. 
Detweiler 
Chairman 


Donald  O. 
Heumann 
Chairman 


Badges  & Packets 


George  E. 
Rombach,  Jr. 
Chairman 


Distinguished  Guests 


Judge  Bernard  J. 
Bagert 
Chairman 


Equipment 

Procurement 


L.  W.  “Pappy” 
Dawson 
Chairman 


Halls  & Seating 


James  F.  Carter 
Chairman 


Housing 


Claude  T.  Dupuis 
Chairman 


Housing 


James  M.  Collins 
Vice  Chairman 


Contests 


Charles  G.  Dadian 
Chairman 


Entertainment 

Coupon 


Maurice  Pender 
Chairman 


Memorial  Service 


James  H.  “Jim” 
Pfister 
Chairman 


Memorial  Service 


Rev.  Morris  N. 

Dummet 
Vice  Chairman 


Ticket  Sales 


John  A. 
Guirovich,  Jr. 
Chairman 


Harold  Shelly 
Vice  Chairman 


First  Aid  & 
Sanitation 


Dr.  E.  Ralph 
Lupin 

Co-Chairman 


First  Aid  & 
Sanitation 


Fred  B.  Ackis 
Co-Chairman 
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First 


Parade 


Col.  Karl  N. 
Smith 
Chairman 


Legal 


Lloyd  Adams 
Co-Chairman 


Reunions 


Rudolph  J. 
Weinmann 
Co-Chairman 


Publicity  & Public 
Relations 


Paul  T.  DiFulco 
Chairman 


Committee  Chairmen 

District  Convention  Corporation  of  Louisiana 


Provost 


Major  Gowan  J. 
Duffy 
Chairman 


Concessions 


John  E.  Coyne 
Chairman 


Insurance 


John  W.  Dussouy 
Chairman 


Post  Participation 


Reunions 


Floyd  J.  Reed 
Co-Chairman 


John  E.  Seeger 
Chairman 


E.  Davis 
McCutcheon 
Co-Chairman 


Decorations  & 
Floats 


Thomas  D.  Doyle 
Chairman 


Transportation 
& Tours 


Millard  D.  White 
Chairman 


Out-State  Hospitality 


Wilson  J.  Hebert 
Chairman 


American  Legion 
Auxiliary 


Mrs.  Iler  Campbell 
Chairman 


American  Legion 
Auxiliary 


Mrs.  John  W. 
Hote  (Loretta) 
Vice  Chairman 


v - j 

Ik 

Mrs.  Lucien  J. 
Landry  (Hazel) 
Chairman 
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MRS.  GLENN 
HULTQUIST 

National 
Vice  President 
Central  Division 


MRS.  JOHN  M. 
FLYNN 

National  Chaplain 


The  American  Legion  Auxiliary 

NATIONAL  OFFICERS 


MRS.  VERNON  H.  RANDALL 

National  President 


MRS.  JOHN 
POWEL,  JR. 

National 
Vice  President 
Eastern  Division 


MRS. 

CLARENCE  F. 
KOUNS 

National  Historian 


MRS.  W.  A. 
PIERCE 

National 
Vice  President 
Northwestern  Division 


MISS  DORIS 
ANDERSON 

National  Secretary 


MRS.  MAURICE 
KUBBY 

National 
Vice  President 
Southern  Division 


MRS.  MYNER 
FREEMAN 

National  Treasurer 


MRS.  LEWIS  E. 
PECK 

National 
Vice  President 
Western  Division 


MRS.  E.  A. 
CAMPBELL 

National  Convention 
Chairman 
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AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
FORTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  8,  1968 
8:00  A.M. 


PRE-CONVENTION  NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

Terrace  Suites  1 and  2 
8:00  A.M. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

PRE-CONVENTION  NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  MEETINGS 
(All  in  the  Jung  Hotel  except  Music  Committee  Meeting  and  Contest) 


9:00  A.M.-ll :00  A.M. 


CIVIL  DEFENSE  AND  EMERGENCY 
PLANNING — Meeting  Rooms  4 and  5 
Mrs.  Harry  L.  Estes,  Chairman 

COMMUNICATIONS— Terrace  Suites  4 and  5 
Mrs.  Charles  C.  Shaw,  Chairman 

CREDENTIALS — Meeting  Room  2 
Miss  Nancy  Kirkpatrick,  Chairman 


MEMBERSHIP — Meeting  Room  1 
Mrs.  James  J.  Tracy,  Chairman 

PAST  PRESIDENTS  PARLEY— Meeting  Room  9 
Mrs.  O.  L.  Koger,  Chairman 

PERMANENT  ORGANIZATION — Terrace  Suites 
1 and  2 

Mrs.  Lawrence  H.  Smith,  Chairman 


GIRLS  STATE— South  Hall  REHABILITATION— Tulane  Room 

Mrs.  B.  M.  Jarrett,  Chairman  Mrs.  Arthur  B.  Hanell,  Chairman 


☆ ☆ ☆ 


11:00  A.M. -1:00  P.M. 


AMERICANISM — Terrace  Suites  1 and  2 
Mrs.  T.  G.  Chilton,  Chairman 

CHILD  WELFARE— Tulane  Room 
Mrs.  H.  Milton  Davidson,  Chairman 

COMMUNITY  SERVICE— Meeting  Room  10 
Miss  Vivian  M.  Titus,  Chairman 


HISTORIANS — Terrace  Suites  4 and  5 

Mrs.  Clarence  F.  Kouns,  National  Historian 

JUNIOR  ACTIVITIES — Meeting  Room  1 
Mrs.  C.  R.  Engh,  Chairman 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS— South  Hall 
Mrs.  Stanley  A.  Staidl,  Chairman 


RULES — Meeting  Rooms  4 and  5 
Mrs.  W.  George  Walz,  Chairman 
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SUNDAY  (Cont.) 
1:00  P.M.-3:00  P.M. 


CHAPLAINS— Terrace  Suites  4 and  5 
Mrs.  John  M.  Flynn,  National  Chaplain 


EDUCATION  AND  SCHOLARSHIPS— Meeting 
Rooms  4 and  5 

Mrs.  Robert  Hughes,  Chairman 

LEADERSHIP  TRAINING— Meeting  Room  10 
Mrs.  John  P.  Arnold,  Leadership  Training 
Course  Director 


LEGISLATIVE— South  Hall 
Mrs.  R.  L.  Parker,  Chairman 

NATIONAL  SECURITY— Tulane  Room 
Mrs.  Merrill  K.  Smith,  Chairman 

POPPY — Terrace  Suites  1 and  2 
Mrs.  William  E.  Wyman,  Chairman 

PUBLICATIONS — Meeting  Room  2 
Mrs.  Malley  T.  O’Connor,  Chairman 


CONSTITUTION  AND  BYLAWS— Meeting  Room  1 
Mrs.  Hugh  H.  McVicker,  Chairman 


JUNG  HOTEL  will  be  the  National  Headquarters  hotel  and  meeting  place  for  the  National  Convention  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  which  meets  concurrently  during  the  Legion’s  50th  National  Convention  Sept.  6-12  in  New 
Orleans,  La.  The  Legion  National  Commander’s  dinner  for  convention  distinguished  guests  and  the  Auxiliary’s  States 
dinner  will  be  held  at  the  1 ,200-room  Jung  Hotel  Tuesday,  Sept.  10,  and  Wednesday,  Sept.  11,  respectively. 
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2:00  P.M.-4:00  P.M. 


3:00  P.M.-4:30  P.M. 

FINANCE — Terrace  Suites  4 and  5 
Mrs.  Harold  S.  Burdett,  Chairman 

RESOLUTIONS — Terrace  Suites  1 and  2 
Mrs.  Walter  Wild  Andrews,  Chairman 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

9:00  A. M. -12:00  Noon 

MUSIC  COMMITTEE  AND  MUSIC 
CONTEST  FESTIVITIES 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
MUSIC  CONTEST  FOR  TRIOS, 
SEXTETTES,  QUARTETTES  AND  CHORUSES 

Location:  Grand  Ballroom 
Fontainebleau  Hotel,  4040  Tulane  Avenue 

☆ ☆ ☆ 


THE  PRE-CONVENTION  COMMITTEE 
MEETING  OF  THE  NATIONAL 
MUSIC  COMMITTEE: 

Mrs.  Alan  M.  Schanel,  Chairman 

Location:  Napoleon  Room 

Fontainebleau  Hotel,  4040  Tulane  Avenue 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

3:00  P.M. -4:00  P.M. 

NATIONAL  PAGES  TEA 

Pavilion  Room,  Jung  Hotel 
(For  National  and  Department  Pages  ONLY) 


1:00  P.M.-3:00  P.M.  ☆ ☆ ☆ 

REHEARSAL — National  and  Department  Pages 
Grand  Ballroom,  Jung  Hotel 

4:30  P.M. 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AND  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY  JOINT  MEMORIAL  SERVICE 

Grand  Ballroom,  Roosevelt  Hotel,  123  Baronne  Street 


ST.  LOUIS  CATHEDRAL 

New  Orleans  is  proud  of  old  St.  Louis  Cathedral  on 
Jackson  Square.  Built  in  1795  while  the  city  was  still  under 
Spanish  domination,  the  old  church  is  of  modified  Spanish 
Colonial  design  with  a heavy  flavoring  of  Louisiana’s 
French  traditions. 

The  first  parish  church  in  the  city  was  destroyed  in 
1723  by  a hurricane.  The  second  burned  down  on  Good 
Friday  of  1788  in  a disastrous  fire  which  destroyed  four- 
fifths  of  the  city.  The  present  building  is  the  oldest  cathe- 
dral in  the  United  States.  As  the  mother  church  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Archdiocese  of  New  Orleans  and  because 
of  its  historic  value,  St.  Louis  has  been  designated  as  a 
minor  basilica. 


METROPOLITAN  AREA 

New  Orleans  city  proper,  which  covers  363.5  sq.  mi.  of 
which  199.4  sq.  mi.  is  land  area,  is  governed  by  a mayor 
and  city  council.  The  population  of  the  metropolitan  area, 
including  the  parishes  (or  counties)  of  Jefferson,  St.  Ber- 
nard and  Orleans,  is  estimated  at  more  than  1 -million. 

CHEMICAL  PRODUCTION  LEADER 

Louisiana’s  leading  industry  is  chemicals  and  allied 
products,  with  nearly  a half-billion  dollars  in  value  added 
annually  by  manufacturing.  Other  products  in  the  order  of 
their  value  are:  food,  petroleum  and  coal  products,  paper, 
transportation  equipment,  stone-clay-glass  and  metals. 


GIFT  TO  THE  NATION 

to  be 

Dedicated  March  15,  1969 
See  Inside  Back  Cover 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
FORTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  9,  1968 

GRAND  BALLROOM— JUNG  HOTEL 
NEW  ORLEANS,  LOUISIANA 


OFFICIAL  PROGRAM 


Si 


me 


☆ ☆ ☆ 

9:00  A.M. 

OPENING  PROCESSIONAL 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Campbell,  Convention  Chairman,  Mrs.  Henry  G.  Hayden,  Convention  Organist 

Presiding 


CALL  TO  ORDER  Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall,  National  President 
OPENING  CEREMONIES 


INVOCATION  Mrs.  John  M.  Flynn,  National  Chaplain 


TAPS — Moment  of  Silence 


Pledge  of  Allegiance 


Led  by  Mrs.  T.  G.  Chilton, 
National  Americanism  Chairman 


The  National  Anthem  In  Unison — Led  by  Mrs.  Alan  M.  Schanel, 

(First  and  last  verses)  National  Music  Chairman 


Preamble  to  the  Constitution  Led  by  Mrs.  Hugh  H.  McVicker, 

National  Constitution  and  Bylaws  Chairman 


Welcome  Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall,  National  President 


A SALUTE  TO  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

National  Commander  William  E.  Galbraith,  National  Adjutant  William  F.  Hauck, 
The  American  Legion  The  American  Legion 

Mr.  Albert  V.  LaBiche,  President,  The  American  Legion  Convention  Corporation 

PRESENTING 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Campbell,  National  Convention  Chairman 
Mrs.  William  W.  Lovette,  Department  President,  Department  of  Louisiana 
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A SPECIAL  SALUTE 

The  Honorable  John  J.  McKeithen,  Governor  of  Louisiana 
The  Honorable  Victor  H.  Schiro,  Mayor  of  New  Orleans 

INTRODUCTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS  FOR  GREETINGS 
The  National  Vice  Presidents: 

Mrs.  Glenn  F.  Hultquist,  Central  Division  Mrs.  W.  A.  Pierce,  Northwestern  Division 

Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby,  Southern  Division  Mrs.  Lewis  E.  Peck,  Western  Division 

Mrs.  John  Powel,  Jr.,  Eastern  Division 

Mrs.  Clarence  F.  Kouns,  National  Historian  Mrs.  John  M.  Flynn,  National  Chaplain 

Miss  Doris  Anderson,  National  Secretary  Mrs.  Myner  L.  Freeman,  National  Treasurer 

Mrs.  Harold  S.  Burdett,  National  Parliamentarian 

☆ ☆ ☆ 


INTRODUCTION  OF  THE  PAST  NATIONAL  PRESIDENTS 


Mrs.  John  William  Macauley 
Mrs.  Robert  Walbridge 
Mrs.  Boyce  Ficklen 
Mrs.  William  H.  Biester,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Albin  Charles  Carlson 
Mrs.  Melville  Mucklestone 
Mrs.  Oscar  W.  Hahn 
Mrs.  James  Morris 
Mrs.  William  H.  Corwith 
Mrs.  Louis  J.  Lemstra 
Mrs.  Mark  W.  Murrill 
Mrs.  Lawrence  H.  Smith 
Mrs.  Charles  B.  Gilbert 
Mrs.  Walter  G.  Craven 


Mrs.  Norton  H.  Pearl 
Mrs.  Lee  W.  Hutton 
Mrs.  Norman  L.  Sheehe 
Mrs.  Willis  C.  Reed 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Campbell 
Mrs.  Harold  S.  Burdett 
Mrs.  Carl  W.  Zeller 
Mrs.  J.  Pat  Kelly 
Mrs.  Alexander  H.  Gray 
Mrs.  Henry  Ahnemiller 
Mrs.  J.  Howard  McKay 
Mrs.  O.  L.  Koger 
Mrs.  Luther  D.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Walter  Wild  Andrews 
Mrs.  Walter  H.  Glynn 


Speaking  for  the  Past  National  Presidents: 


Mrs.  A.  J.  Ryan,  Sr.,  Junior  Past  National  President 
REPORT  OF  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 


PERMANENT  ORGANIZATION 

RULES 

CREDENTIALS 


Mrs.  Lawrence  H.  Smith,  Chairman 
Mrs.  W.  George  Walz,  Chairman 
Miss  Nancy  Kirkpatrick,  Chairman 


12  NOON— RECESS 


☆ ☆ ☆ 

1:45  P.M.-2:00  P.M. 

ORGAN  RECITAL  OF  STATE  SONGS  Mrs.  Henry  G.  Hayden,  Convention  Organist 


2:00  P.M. 

CALL  TO  ORDER  Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall,  National  President 

REPORTS  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
NATIONAL  HISTORIAN  Mrs.  Clarence  F.  Kouns 
NATIONAL  CHAPLAIN  Mrs.  John  M.  Flynn 

(Continued,  on  next  page) 
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MONDAY  (Cont.) 

REPORTS  OF  NATIONAL  CHAIRMEN 


REHABILITATION 

POPPY 

PAST  PRESIDENTS  PARLEY 
MUSIC 


Mrs.  Arthur  B.  Hanell,  Chairman 
Mrs.  William  E.  Wyman,  Chairman 
Mrs.  O.  L.  Koger,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Alan  M.  Schanel,  Chairman 


A SALUTE  IN  MUSIC 

Presentation  by  the  Winning  Chorus — American  Legion  Auxiliary  Music  Contest 


PRESENTATION  OF  AWARDS  TO  WINNING  MUSIC  GROUPS 

By  Mr.  James  S.  Rule,  representing  American 
Society  of  Composers,  Authors  and  Publishers 


CHILD  WELFARE 

LIAISON  WITH  CHILD  WELFARE 
FOUNDATION 

JUNIOR  ACTIVITIES 

ADDRESS: 


Mrs.  H.  Milton  Davidson,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Alexander  H.  Gray,  Chairman 

Mrs.  C.  R.  Engh,  Chairman 

Dr.  Edwin  L.  Peterson 

National  Vice  Commander 
The  American  Legion 


A SPECIAL  SALUTE  TO  THE  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  CHAIRMAN 
AND  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Campbell,  National  Convention  Chairman 
INTRODUCTIONS 

National  Chairman  of  Pages,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fisher 
National  Vice  Chairman  of  Pages,  Mrs.  Lenore  Norman 

PERSONAL  PAGES  TO  THE  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 
Mrs.  Robert  L.  Olsen  Mrs.  Donald  E.  Pearce 

Mrs.  R.  David  Stock  Mrs.  R.  M.  Stork 

Mrs.  Harry  W.  Williams  Mrs.  James  K.  Yeck 

MEMORIAL  SERVICE  Conducted  by  Mrs.  John  M.  Flynn, 

National  Chaplain 

Tributes  to:  Mrs.  Malcolm  Douglas.  . . Tribute  by  Mrs.  Henry  Ahnemiller 

Mrs.  Hubert  A.  Goode.  , . Tribute  by  Mrs.  Albin  Charles  Carlson 

RECESS— 4:00  P.M. 

4:00  P.M.  (or  upon  adjournment  of  general  convention  session) 

FIFTIETH  ANNIVERSARY  PLANNING  MEETING 
Mrs.  Walter  H.  Glynn,  Chairman 
In  the  Ballroom,  Jung  Hotel 

6:30  P.M. 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  PARADE 

(Continued,  on  next  page) 
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TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  10,  1968 


8:15  A.M.-8.-30  A.M. 


ORGAN  RECITAL  OF  STATE  SONGS  Mrs.  Henry  G.  Hayden,  Convention  Organist 

8:30  A.M. 


CALL  TO  ORDER 
INVOCATION 
PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 

THE  NATIONAL  ANTHEM 
(First  and  last  verses) 

PREAMBLE  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION 


Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall,  National  President 

Mrs.  John  M.  Flynn,  National  Chaplain 

Led  by  Mrs.  T.  G.  Chilton, 

National  Americanism  Chairman 

In  Unison — Led  by  Mrs.  Alan  M.  Schanel 
National  Music  Chairman 

Led  by  Mrs.  Hugh  H.  McVicker, 

National  Constitution  and  Bylaws  Chairman 


REPORTS  OF  NATIONAL  CHAIRMEN 


LEGISLATIVE 
FIFTIETH  ANNIVERSARY 
CONSTITUTION  AND  BYLAWS 
AMERICANISM 

WOMEN  S FORUM  ON  NATIONAL  SECURITY 


Mrs.  R.  L.  Parker,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Walter  H.  Glynn,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Hugh  H.  McVicker,  Chairman 
Mrs.  T.  G.  Chilton,  Chairman 
Mrs.  J.  Howard  McKay,  Chairman 


☆ ☆ ☆ 

NOMINATION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 


☆ ☆ ☆ 


11:00  A.M. -1:00  P.M. 

RECESS  TO  JOIN  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  IN  A JOINT  SESSION 

Municipal  Auditorium 


☆ ☆ ☆ 

3:00  P.M.-5:00  P.M. 

DIVISIONAL  CAUCUSES 
(All  in  the  Jung  Hotel) 

CENTRAL — South  Hall  NORTHWESTERN — Meeting  Room  10 

EASTERN — Terrace  Suites  1 and  2 SOUTHERN — Tulane  Room 

WESTERN — Meeting  Room  1 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  11,  1968 

8:15  A.M.-8:30  A.M. 


ORGAN  RECITAL  OF  STATE  SONGS  Mrs.  Henry  G.  Hayden,  Convention  Organist 


8:30 

CALL  TO  ORDER 
INVOCATION 
PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 

THE  NATIONAL  ANTHEM 
(First  and  last  verses) 

PREAMBLE  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION 


A.M. 

Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall,  National  President 

Mrs.  John  M.  Flynn,  National  Chaplain 

Led  by  Mrs.  T.  G.  Chilton, 

National  Americanism  Chairman 

Led  by  Mrs.  Alan  M.  Schanel, 

National  Music  Chairman 

Led  by  Mrs.  Hugh  H.  McVicker, 

National  Constitution  and  Bylaws  Chairman 


REPORTS  OF  NATIONAL  CHAIRMEN 


NATIONAL  SECURITY 

CIVIL  DEFENSE  AND 
EMERGENCY  PLANNING 

COMMUNICATIONS 

PUBLICATIONS 

REPORT  FROM  THE  EIGHT  AND  FORTY 


Mrs.  Merrill  K.  Smith,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Harry  L.  Estes,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Charles  C.  Shaw,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Malley  T.  O’Connor,  Chairman 
Mrs.  T.  Clyde  Finley,  Le  Chapeau  National 


ADDRESS 

THE  HONORABLE  LEWIS  W.  WALT,  GENERAL,  UNITED  STATES  MARINE  CORPS 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

GREETINGS  FROM  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  ORGANIZATIONS 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS  FOR  1968-1969 

☆ ☆ it 

FIRST  READING  OF  PROPOSED  CON- 
STITUTION AND  BYLAWS  AMENDMENTS  Mrs.  Hugh  H.  McVicker,  Chairman 


☆ ☆ ☆ 

REPORTS  OF  NATIONAL  CHAIRMEN 


FOREIGN  RELATIONS 
COMMUNITY  SERVICE 
LEADERSHIP  TRAINING 
EDUCATION  AND  SCHOLARSHIPS 

☆ 


REPORT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 

☆ 


Mrs.  Stanley  A.  Staidl,  Chairman 
Miss  Vivian  M.  Titus,  Chairman 
Mrs.  John  P.  Arnold,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Robert  Hughes,  Chairman 

☆ ☆ 

Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall,  National  President 

☆ ☆ 


12  NOON— RECESS 

(Continued,  on  next  page) 
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WEDNESDAY  (Cont.) 

1:45  P.M.-2:00  P.M. 

ORGAN  RECITAL  OF  STATE  SONGS  Mrs.  Henry  G.  Hayden,  Convention  Organist 

2:00  P.M. 

CALL  TO  ORDER  Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall,  National  President 
PRESENTATION  OF  THE  1967-1968  DEPARTMENT  PRESIDENTS 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  CHAIRMEN 
GIRLS  STATE  Mrs.  B.  M.  Jarrett,  Chairman 

ADDRESS:  Miss  Anne  Solomon 

President,  1968  Girls  Nation 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

SPECIAL  PRESENTATION:  Golden  Mike  Award  Ceremonies 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

Recess — 4:00  P.M. 


☆ ☆ ☆ 

8:00  P.M. 

STATES  DINNER — Grand  Ballroom,  Jung  Hotel 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  12,  1968 


8:15  A.M.-8:30  A.M. 

ORGAN  RECITAL  OF  STATE  SONGS  Mrs.  Henry  G.  Hayden,  Convention  Organist 

☆ ☆ ☆ 


8:30 

CALL  TO  ORDER 
INVOCATION 
PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 

THE  NATIONAL  ANTHEM 
(First  and  last  verses) 

PREAMBLE  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION 


A.M. 

Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall,  National  President 

Mrs.  John  M.  Flynn,  National  Chaplain 

Led  by  Mrs.  T.  G.  Chilton, 

National  Americanism  Chairman 

Led  by  Mrs.  Alan  M.  Schanel, 

National  Music  Chairman 

Led  by  Mrs.  Hugh  H.  McVicker, 

National  Constitution  and  Bylaws  Chairman 


REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  CHAIRMEN 
MEMBERSHIP  Mrs.  James  J.  Tracy,  Chairman 


PRESENTATION  OF  GOAL  DEPARTMENT  PRESIDENTS 
(In  order  of  attaining  Goal) 

ADDRESS:  Dr.  Ed  Ragan — MEDICO  Team  Captain, 

Gombak  Hospital  (Malaysia) 

( Continued,  on  next  page) 
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THURSDAY  (Cont.) 

REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  CHAIRMEN 

FINANCE:  Mrs.  Harold  S.  Burdett,  Chairman 


FINAL  CONVENTION  COMMITTEE  REPORTS: 

CREDENTIALS 

CONSTITUTION  AND  BYLAWS 
(Constitutional  Amendments) 

RESOLUTIONS 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS 


Miss  Nancy  Kirkpatrick,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Hugh  H.  McVicker,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Walter  Wild  Andrews,  Chairman 


☆ ☆ ☆ 

11:00  A.M. 

INSTALLATION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS  FOR  1968-1969 


Mrs.  Henry  Ahnemiller — Past  National  President 
Installing  Officer 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

Presentation  of  Colors  to  the  Retiring  National  President 

Mrs.  J.  Howard  McKay 
Past  National  President 

BENEDICTION 

Mrs.  John  M.  Flynn,  Retiring  National  Chaplain 

Retirement  of  Retiring  National  President’s  Colors,  Department  Colors 
and  Retiring  National  Officers 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  THE  CONVENTION 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Campbell,  National  Convention  Chairman 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

1:00  P.M.-3:00  P.M. 

POST-CONVENTION  NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

Terrace  Suites  1 and  2 


50TH  ANNIVERSARY  ART  MEDAL 

The  highest  form  of  medallic  art— the  art  medal— 
commemorates  the  American  Legion’s  50th  anniver- 
sary. From  original  design . . . through  completion  of 
artist’s  model  by  renowned  sculptor  C.  Paul  Jenne- 
wein . . .to  final  patina  finish . . .we  are  proud  to  have 
been  a part  of  this  memorable  event. 

THE  MEDALLIC  ART  COMPANY 

325  EAST  FORTY-FIFTH  STREET  • N.Y,  N.Y.  10017 

Medals  available  from  National  Emblem  Sales,  American  Le- 
gion, Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  46206:  lVt-inch  silver  $10, 
2V2-inch  bronze  $4,  1 V4-inch  bronze  $1 .50,  badge  $1 .95. 
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1968  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN 
AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 


NATIONAL  CONVENTION  CHAIRMAN 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Campbell 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  VICE-CHAIRMAN 
Mrs.  John  W.  Hote 


NATIONAL  CONVENTION  SECRETARY 
Mrs.  Victor  Massa 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 


HALLS  AND  SEATING 
Mrs.  Lester  Noggle,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Don  Melancon,  Vice-Chairman 

FLAG  REGISTRATION 

Miss  Eleanor  Gremillion,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Robert  Wilson,  Vice-Chairman 

FLOWERS  AND  DECORATIONS 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Hines,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Henry  Irion,  Vice-Chairman 

STAGE 

Mrs.  Robert  Ehrhart,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Tony  DeFatta,  Vice-Chairman 

NATIONAL  OFFICERS  DINNER 
Mrs.  Charles  Hartenstein,  Jr.,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Eugene  Foss,  Vice-Chairman 

NATIONAL  CHAIRMEN  S LUNCHEON 
Mrs.  Gladys  M.  Haley,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Edward  Wright,  Vice-Chairman 

PAST  NATIONAL  PRESIDENTS’  DINNER 
Mrs.  Arthur  F.  O’Neill,  Chairman 

STATES  DINNER 
Miss  Clare  Clover,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Victor  Massa,  Vice-Chairman 

UNIT  ACTIVITIES 

Mrs.  Jerry  Ashley,  Chairman 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Amacker,  Vice-Chairman 

FIRST  AID 

Mrs.  Charles  Todaro,  Chairman 


Mrs.  Ethel  Primrose 

EXHIBITS 

Mrs.  Walter  Klemmer,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Myrtice  Juneau,  Vice-Chairman 

HISTORY  EXHIBITS 

Mrs.  Stanley  Couvillion,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Thomas  E.  Orrell,  Vice-Chairman 

POPPY  POSTER 

Mrs.  Hester  Wilson,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Frances  Haydel,  Vice-Chairman 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS  DOLLS 
Mrs.  Rosemond  Jones,  Chairman 
Miss  Kate  Crownover,  Vice-Chairman 

JUNIOR  HANDWORK 

Mrs.  Vincent  Boudoin,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Marguerite  Leslie,  Vice-Chairman 

BOOKS  OF  PRAYER 

Mrs.  Henry  Irion,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Stephen  Fuselier,  Vice-Chairman 

HOSPITALITY 

Mrs.  William  W.  Lovett,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Alma  Poe,  Vice-Chairman 

MUSIC  CONTEST 

Mrs.  Richard  Sherman,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Howard  C.  Voorhies,  Vice-Chairman 

PAGES 

Mrs.  Lenore  Norman,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Johnnette  Burton,  Vice-Chairman 

PACKETS 

Mrs.  Anthony  Gagliano,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Anthony  Catalanotto,  Vice-Chairman 
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DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 
Mrs.  W.  K.  Jenkins,  Chairman 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Hulin,  Vice-Chairman 

INFORMATION 

Mrs.  Paul  Vosloh,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Macy  Heck,  Vice-Chairman 

PUBLICITY— T.V.— RADIO 
Mrs.  George  Knapp,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Theron  DeLoach,  Vice-Chairman 

TRANSPORTATION 

Mrs.  Hugh  Leger,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Harry  Schwartz,  Vice-Chairman 


LOST  AND  FOUND 

Mrs.  Emmett  Keener,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Lorene  Ownes,  Vice-Chairman 

EIGHT  AND  FORTY 

Mrs.  Lucien  Landry,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Henry  Irion,  Vice-Chairman 

SPECIAL  EVENTS 

Mrs.  Connie  Brown,  Chairman 


FIRST  AID  COVERAGE 
NEW  ORLEANS  CHAPTER 
AMERICAN  NATIONAL  RED  CROSS 
1968  AMERICAN  LEGION  CONVENTION 

An  extensive  program  of  first  aid  coverage  has  been  set 
up  by  the  New  Orleans  Chapter  of  the  American  National 
Red  Cross  for  the  1968  convention.  This  local  support  up- 
holds the  long  tradition  of  cooperation  between  the  Red 
Cross  and  The  American  Legion. 

The  Red  Cross  will  staff  a total  of  ten  first  aid  stations 
throughout  the  convention  period.  The  headquarters  sta- 
tion will  be  centrally  located  on  Canal  Street,  and  will  be 
open  twenty-four  hours  a day.  There  will  also  be  a station 
at  the  Municipal  Auditorium  and  one  at  the  Jung  Hotel. 

Special  arrangements  have  been  made  for  complete 


coverage  during  the  parade  on  Monday,  September  9. 
There  will  be  four  first  aid  stations  along  the  parade  route: 
one  at  the  beginning,  two  en  route  and  one  at  the  end. 

Radio-equipped  Red  Cross  mobile  emergency  units  will 
serve  as  first  aid  stations  at  several  Legion  events.  These 
include  two  units  on  duty  during  the  Drum  and  Bugle 
Corps  finals  at  City  Park  Stadium  and  one  during  the 
band  concert  at  John  F.  Kennedy  High  School,  5700  Wis- 
ner  Boulevard. 

Ambulance  service  will  be  provided  during  the  parade 
and  contests,  courtesy  of  Fred  B.  Ackis,  Chairman,  Safety 
Service,  New  Orleans  Chapter;  the  Muhleisen  Ambulance 
Service,  and  the  New  Orleans  Police  and  Fire  Depart- 
ments. These  activities,  which  will  be  coordinated  from  the 
headquarters  station  on  Canal  Street,  will  involve  a total 
of  120  Red  Cross  first  aiders. 


MARSHES  PRODUCE  RICHES 

With  7,409  sq.  mi.  under  water,  the  marshes  of  Louisia- 
na supply  most  of  the  nation’s  muskrat  fur.  Nutria  has 
become  the  state’s  leading  fur.  There  are  also:  Opossum, 
raccoon,  mink,  otter  and  large  numbers  of  game  birds. 

The  annual  catch  of  fresh  and  salt  water  fish,  shrimp 
and  oyster  is  valued  at  more  than  $38-million  annually. 

Lake  Pontchartrain  covers  630  sq.  mi.,  and  is  the  fifth 
largest  located  entirely  within  the  United  States. 


BUSY  AIRPORT 

Busy  New  Orleans  is  served  by  three  airports,  with 
New  Orleans  International  handling  some  11  scheduled 
airlines  and  approximately  200  arrivals  and  departures 
daily. 

Union  Passenger  Terminal,  located  in  the  central  busi- 
ness district,  was  built  in  1954  to  combine  the  services  of 
six  railroads  in  a modern,  air-conditioned  terminal. 


GIFT  TO  THE  NATION 

to  be 

Dedicated  March  15,  1969 
See  Inside  Back  Cover 
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SALON  NATIONAL  LA  BOUTIQUE  DES  HUIT 
CHAPEAUX  ET  QUARANTE  FEMMES 

47TH  ANNUAL  LA  MARCHE  NATIONALE 

Jung  Hotel 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
September  13th  and  14th,  1968 


Mrs.  T.  Clyde  Finley 
Le  Chapeau  Nationale 


OFFICIAL  PROGRAM 

National  Officers 


Mrs.  Thomas  N.  Leervig 

La  Secretaire-Cassiere  Nationale 


REGISTRATION 

JUNG  HOTEL— UPPER  MEZZANINE 

Monday,  September  9,  1968 4:00  P.M.  to  7:00  P.M. 

Thursday,  September  12,  1968 - 3:00  P.M.  to  9:00  P.M. 

Friday,  September  13,  1968 9:00  A.M.  to  8:00  P.M. 


Thursday,  September  12,  1968 


PRE-MARCHE  COMMITTEE  MEETINGS 


CHILD  WELFARE  and  NATIONAL  JEWISH 
HOSPITAL  LIAISON 

Mrs.  James  A.  Collins  and 
Mrs.  Mayro  Cox,  Chairmen 
Meeting  Room  10 — 3:30  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 

CONSTITUTION  and  BYLAWS 

Mrs.  Otis  Aaron,  Chairman 

Meeting  Room  5 — 3:30  p.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 

CREDENTIALS 

Mrs.  Thelma  Gamble,  Chairman 

Meeting  Room  4 — 4:30  p.m.  to  5:30  p.m. 

FINANCE 

Mrs.  Charles  E.  Titlow,  Sr. 


PARTNERSHIP 

Mrs.  Frank  J.  Colwell,  Chairman 

Meeting  Room  9 — 3:30  p.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 

PERMANENT  ORGANIZATION 

Mrs.  Thomas  Gillock,  Chairman 

Meeting  Room  5 — 4:30  p.m.  to  5:30  p.m. 

RESOLUTIONS 

Mrs.  Frank  Evans,  Chairman 
Meeting  Room  3 — 4:30  p.m.  to  5:30  p.m. 

RITUALS  and  EMBLEMS 

Mrs.  Harold  H.  Carlson,  Chairman 
Meeting  Room  3 — 3:30  p.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 
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RULES  and  ORDER 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Sutcliffe,  Chairman 
Meeting  Room  4 — 3:30  p.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 

SCHOLARSHIP 

Mrs.  Elmer  Martin,  Chairman 

Meeting  Room  9 — 4:30  p.m.  to  5:30  p.m. 

TROPHY  PLAQUES  and  AWARDS 

Mrs.  Os  mar  Leavy,  Chairman 

Meeting  Room  2 — 4:30  p.m.  to  5:30  p.m. 


HISTORY  and  TROPHY  PLAQUE  DISPLAY 
Meeting  Room  1 — Bal  Masque — Thursday  P.M. 
and  Friday 

REHEARSAL— LA  CONCIER  GE — 

LES  MARECHALS— PAGES 

Presidential  Salon — 4:00  p.m.  to  5:30  p.m. 


PRE-MARCHE  POUVOIR 


Jung  Hotel — Terrace  Suite  1 — Thursday,  September  12,  1968 — 7:30  P.M. 


DIVISIONAL  BREAKFASTS 
Friday,  September  13,  1968 — 8:30  a.m. 

Eastern  Division  Terrace  Suite  2 

Southern  Division  Terrace  Suite  1 

Central  Division  Terrace  Suite  5 

Northwestern  Division  Terrace  Suite  3 

Western  Division  Terrace  Suite  4 


DIVISIONAL  CAUCUSES 
Follow  Divisional  Breakfasts 
Friday,  September  13,  1968 
Same  Room  as  Divisional  Breakfasts 


LA  MARCHE  NATIONALE 

Jung  Hotel — Presidential  Salon 
Opening  Session — Friday,  September  13,  1968 — 1:30  p.m. 


PROCESSIONAL  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS, 
CHAPEAUX  NATION AUX  PASSES  AND 
DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

Mrs.  Lucien  J.  Landry,  La  Marche  Nationale  Chair- 
man, presiding. 

CALL  TO  ORDER 

Le  Chapeau  National,  Mrs.  T.  Clyde  Finley 

INVOCATION 

Mrs.  James  A.  De  Force,  L’Aumonier  National 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE  TO  THE  FLAG 

Led  by  Miss  Dorothy  Dolle,  La  Concierge  Nationale 

THE  NATIONAL  ANTHEM 

Assembly 

FLANDERS  FIELD 

Mrs.  Lucien  J.  Landry,  Le  Demi  Chapeau  National 

AMERICA’S  ANSWER 

Mrs.  Ruby  S.  Eastman,  Le  Demi  Chapeau  National 

ROLL  CALL 

Mrs.  Thomas  N.  Leervig,  LaSecretaire  Nationale 

READING  OF  THE  CALL  TO  LA  MARCHE 
NATIONALE  1968 

READING  OF  THE  MINUTES  OF  LA  MARCHE 
NATIONALE  OF  1967 

GREETINGS 

Mrs.  Henry  M.  Irion,  Le  Chapeau  Departemental 
’de  Louisiana 

Honorable  John  J.  McKeithan,  Governor  of  Louisiana 
Honorable  Victor  H.  Schiro,  Mayor  of  New  Orleans 
Mr.  Albert  La  Biche,  National  Convention  Chairman 
American  Legion 


Mr.  C.  J.  Acosta,  Department  Commander  Louisiana 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Campbell,  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Convention  Chairman 

Mrs.  William  W.  Lovette,  Department  Auxiliary 
President  Louisiana 

Mr.  Randel  Shake,  National  Director,  American 
Legion  Child  Welfare  Division 
Mr.  Earl  D.  Franklin,  Jr.,  American  Legion  National 
Child  Welfare  Chairman 

PRESENTATION  OF  LES  DEMI  CHAPEAUX 
NATIONAUX  and  INTRODUCTION  OF  LES 
CHAPEAUX  DEPARTEMENTAUX 
Mrs.  Ruby  S.  Eastman,  Eastern  Division 
Mrs.  Lucien  J.  Landry,  Southern  Division 
Mrs.  Owen  W.  Gleason,  Central  Division 
Mrs.  Albert  L.  McGill,  Northwestern  Division 
Mrs.  Roland  West,  Western  Division 

PRESENTATION  OF  CHAPEAUX 
NATIONAUX  PASSES 
Mrs.  Harry  Kelim 
Mrs.  Walter  L.  Davol 
Mrs.  George  Murphy 
Mrs.  John  A.  Gordon 
Mrs.  Hugh  McClung 
Mrs.  Robert  N.  Haws 
Mrs.  Raymond  Chenault 
Mrs.  Dee.  P.  Davis 
Mrs.  Valentine  Delles 
Mrs.  Edsell  Swanner 
Mrs.  D.  A.  Craig 
Mrs.  Leo  C.  Colton 
Mrs.  Herman  Edwards 
Mrs.  Otis  R.  Aaron 
Mrs.  Ray  A.  Stratton 
Mrs.  Robert  Snow 
Mrs.  M.  Stephen  Hunnicutt 
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Mrs.  Charles  E.  Titlow,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Mayro  Cox 
Mrs.  A.  P.  Sundry 
Mrs.  James  Michelet 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew 
Mrs.  George  G.  Speir 
Mrs.  William  J.  Schlau 
Mrs.  A.  L.  La  Vaque 
Mrs.  William  J.  McKinley 
Mrs.  P.  O.  Kelly 
Mrs.  James  C.  Gleason 

RESPONSE 

Mrs.  James  C.  Gleason 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  MARCHE  COMMITTEES 
Rules  and  Order — Mrs.  J.  R.  Sutcliffe 
Credentials — Mrs.  Thelma  Gamble 
Permanent  Organization — Mrs.  Thomas  Gillock 

NOMINATION  OF  NATIONAL 
OFFICERS  FOR  1969 

PRESENTATION  OF  LES  MARECHALS 
Mrs.  Ralph  S.  Pease 
Mrs.  Stanley  E.  White 

PRESENTATION  OF  CHAIRMAN  OF  PAGES 

Miss  Dorothy  Hinson 

LA  MARCHE  SESSION— Friday, 

INVOCATION 

Mrs.  James  A.  DeForce 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE  TO  THE  FLAG 

Led  by  Miss  Dorothy  Dolle 

PRESENTATION  OF  LOCAL  MARCHE 
COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN 

Mrs.  Lucien  J.  Landry,  Chairman 

GREETINGS 

Mr.  William  E.  Galbraith,  National  Commander  of 
The  American  Legion 

Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall,  National  Auxiliary 
President 

Mrs.  Arthur  B.  Hanell,  National  Rehabilitation 
Chairman  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mrs.  H.  Milton  Davidson,  National  Child  Welfare 
Chairman,  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Miss  Doris  Anderson,  National  Secretary,  American 
Legion  Auxiliary 

Mrs.  Hugh  W.  Leger,  National  Executive  Auxiliary 
Committeewoman,  Louisiana 
Mr.  J.  Edward  Wieland,  Assistant  Director,  American 
Legion  Education  and  Scholarship  Program 


PRESENTATION  OF  NATIONAL  PAGES 
Mrs.  James  Kerrigan 
Mrs.  John  Edgington 
Mrs.  Emily  Thompson 
Mrs.  John  Links 
Mrs.  Lionel  Dugas 
Mrs.  Connie  Erickson 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Barton 
Mrs.  Claude  Dodd 
Mrs.  Harold  Treanor 

PRESENTATION  OF  LE  CHAPEAU 
PERSONAL  PAGES 
Mrs.  Walter  J.  Petty 
Mrs.  James  Menendez 

PRESENTATION  OF  LA  SECRET A1RE- 
CA1SS1ERE  PERSONAL  PAGE 
Mrs.  Clarence  W.  Kates 
REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

Le  Chapeau  National — Mrs.  T.  Clyde  Finley 
La  Secretaire-Cassiere  Nationale — Mrs.  Thomas  N. 
Leervig 

L’Avocate  Nationale — Mrs.  Robert  C.  Snow 
L’Archiviste  Nationale — Mrs.  J.  E.  Allen 
L’ Aumonier  National — Mrs.  James  DeForce 
La  Concierge  Nationale — Miss  Dorothy  Dolle 
Hat  Box  Editor — -Mrs.  Jane  Adams  Kyffin 
—RECESS— 

September  13,  1968 — 7:30  P.M. 

ADDRESS 

Dr.  William  W.  Waring,  Tulane  University  School  of 
Medicine 

REPORT  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES  AND 
INTRODUCTION  OF  AREA  CHAIRMEN 

CHILD  WELFARE— Mrs.  James  W.  Collins 

CONSTITUTION  AND  BYLAWS— Mrs.  Otis  R. 
Aaron 

FINANCE — Mrs.  Charles  E.  Titlow,  Sr. 

NATIONAL  JEWISH  HOSPITAL  LIAISON— Mrs. 
Mayro  Cox 

PARTNERSHIP— Mrs.  Frank  J.  Colwell 

RITUALS  AND  EMBLEMS— Mrs.  Harold  H.  Carl- 
son 

TROPHY  PLAQUES  AND  AWARDS — Mrs.  Osmar 
Leavy 

SCHOLARSHIP — Mrs.  Elmer  Martin 
MEMORIAL  SERVICE — Mrs.  James  A.  DeForce 
-RECESS- 
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LA  MARCHE  SESSION  RECONVENES  Saturday,  September  14,  1968—9:00  A.M. 


REPORT  OF  RESOLUTIONS  CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  Frank  Evans 

REPORT  OF  CREDENTIALS  CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  Thelma  Gamble 

ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

ADDRESS 

Mr.  Richard  N.  Bluestein,  Executive  Vice  President 
National  Jewish  Hospital,  Denver,  Colorado 


UNFINISHED  BUSINESS 

Report  of  Judge  of  Elections — Mrs.  Esther  Oschmann 

NEW  BUSINESS 

Ratification  of  Election  of  Demi  Chapeaux  Nationaux 
Presentation  of  New  Officers 

SONG — Shadow  of  Your  Smile 

—RECESS— 


Saturday,  September  14,  1968 — 3:00  p.m. 

POST  MARCHE  POUVOIR— Terrace  Suite  5— Jung  Hotel 

Saturday,  September  14,  1968 — 7:30  p.m. 

LA  MARCHE  NATIONALE  BANQUET 
Tulane  Room  Jung  Hotel 
Installation  of  Officers 

Presentation  of  Le  Chapeau  National  Pin  I 
Entertainment 
Adjournment 


EDUCATIq 

O MBA  z 

uj  1 TvCi  m!  W m 

< UUIll  x 

NOV.IO-16, 1968 


National  Sponsors  of 
American  Education  Week 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

NATIONAL  EDUCATION 
ASSOCIATION 

NATIONAL  CONGRESS  OF 
PARENTS  AND  TEACHERS 

UNITED  STATES 
OFFICE  OF  EDUCATION 


For  nearly  as  long  as  The  American  Legion  has  been  in  existence  it  has  shared  with  other  ma- 
jor organizations  a deep  concern  for  the  proper  education  of  American  youth.  American  Edu- 
cation Week  is  a major  by-product  of  that  concern.  The  48th  annual  observance  of  American 
Education  Week  will  be  conducted  November  10-16.  "AMERICA  HAS  A GOOD  THING  GO- 
ING— ITS  SCHOOLS"  will  be  the  theme  this  year.  More  than  30,000,000  citizens  are  expected  to 
visit  their  schools  during  this  special  week.  Each  American  Legion  Post  is  urged  to  plan  early 
and  participate  with  the  co-sponsors  for  the  observance. 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  HAS  SPONSORED  AMERICAN  EDUCATION  WEEK  SINCE  1921 
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SPECIAL  MARCHE  COMMITTEES 


CREDENTIALS 

Mrs.  Thelma  Gamble,  Texas,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Menes  Tierce,  Alabama 
Mrs.  T.  P.  Brown,  Idaho 

DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

Mrs.  James  C.  Gleason,  Chairman 

Mrs.  William  J.  Schlau,  New  York 

Mrs.  George  G.  Speir,  Illinois 

Mrs.  George  Murphy,  New  York 

Mrs.  A.  L.  LaVaque,  California 

Mrs.  Charles  E.  Titlow,  Sr.,  West  Virginia 

Mrs.  John  A.  Gordon,  Missouri 

PERMANENT  ORGANIZATION 

Mrs.  Thomas  Gillock,  Kansas,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Howard  Houser,  Illinois 
Mrs.  Lena  M.  Crowder,  Virginia 

RESOLUTIONS 

Mrs.  Frank  Evans,  Washington 
Mrs.  Hazel  Weiss,  Wisconsin 
Mrs.  Albert  Ybarra,  Arizona 

RULES  AND  ORDER 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Sutcliffe,  Florida,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Susan  Sonnanstine,  Ohio 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Wehr,  Nebraska 

JUDGE  OF  ELECTIONS 
Tellers 

Mrs.  Esther  Oschmann 

Mrs.  Grace  Ault,  District  of  Columbia 
Mrs.  Arthur  Norman,  Michigan 
Mrs.  Roy  Jackson,  Kentucky 
Mrs.  W.  Graydon  Painter,  Pennsylvania 
Mrs.  Ruth  Munz,  Colorado 

LES  MARECHALS 

Mrs.  Ralph  S.  Pease,  Massachusetts 
Mrs.  Stanley  E.  White,  Colorado 

PAGES 

Miss  Dorothy  Hinson,  Chairman 
Mrs.  James  Kerrigan,  Missouri 
Mrs.  John  Edgington,  Indiana 
Mrs.  Emily  Thompson,  Mississippi 
Mrs.  Lionel  Dugas,  Connecticut 
Mrs.  John  Links,  Louisiana 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Barton,  New  York 
Mrs.  Claude  Dodd,  Tennessee 
Mrs.  Connie  Erickson,  Arizona 
Mrs.  Harold  Treanor,  Rhode  Island 

LE  CHAPEAU  NATIONAL 
Personal  Pages 

LA  SECRETAIRE-CAISSIERE  NATIONALE 

Personal  Page 

Mrs.  Walter  J.  Petty,  Oklahoma 
Mrs.  James  Menendez,  Illinois 

Mrs.  Clarence  W.  Kates,  Illinois 

EDUCATION  CENTER 

Higher  education  is  taken  very  seriously  in  New  Or- 
leans; in  fact,  it  is  one  of  the  city’s  major  businesses. 

With  six  colleges  and  universities  offering  graduate  and 
undergraduate  courses,  two  medical  schools,  a dental 
school  and  two  major  theological  seminaries  hard  at  work, 
it  appears  that  a healthy  portion  of  the  city’s  population  is 
busy  with  the  school  books. 

Here’s  the  list:  Tulane  University,  Loyola  University  of 
the  South;  Louisiana  State  University  in  New  Orleans, 
Dillard  University,  Xavier  University,  St.  Mary’s  Domini- 
can College,  Loyola  Dental  School,  LSU  and  Tulane  Med- 
ical schools,  Notre  Dame  Seminary  and  the  New  Orleans 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 

ANTE-BELLUM  MANSIONS 

Located  some  22  blocks  uptown  from  Canal  St.,  be- 
tween St.  Charles  Ave.  and  Magazine  St.,  New  Orleans' 
unique  “Garden  District”  provides  visitors  with  an  accu- 
rate idea  of  how  life  was  in  the  South  before  the  Civil  War. 

This  beautiful  collection  of  old  homes  occupies  a 24 
square  block  area  from  Jackson  Ave.  to  Washington  Ave. 
Ante-bellum  mansions  with  spacious  lawns  and  gardens  re- 
main much  as  they  were  in  the  fabled  old  days  in  which 
they  were  built. 

Confederate  President  Jefferson  Davis  died  in  1889  in 
one  of  these  old  homes  located  at  1134  First  St.  The  neigh- 
borhood was  once  the  Village  of  Lafayette  and  was  settled 
by  American,  rather  than  Creole,  merchants  and  planters. 
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1968  La  Marche  Nationale  Local  Committees 

LA  MARCHE  CHAIRMAN  Hazel  M.  Landry  ( Mrs.  Lucien  J. ) 


VICE  CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  Lillian  Irion 

LA  SECRETAIRE 

Mrs.  Loretta  Hote 

LA  CAISSIERE 

Mrs.  Hazel  M.  Landry 

REGISTRATION 

Mrs.  Lucille  Dupuis,  chairman 

Mrs.  Thelma  Klemmer,  Vice  Chairman 

Mrs.  Neomi  Schweitzer 

Mrs.  Clara  Wilson 

Mrs.  Louise  Landry 

Mrs.  Gladys  Kron 

Mrs.  Cecile  Resor 

Mrs.  Vesta  D’Aunoy 

BANQUET 

Mrs.  Loretta  Hote,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Connie  Brown,  Co-Chairman 

HOSPITALITY,  FAVORS  AND  FLOWERS 

Mrs.  Hazel  Orrell,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Martha  Boudoin,  Co-Chairman 

BANQUET  RESERVATIONS 

Mrs.  Rosemary  Jeanne,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Rita  Perrin,  Co-Chairman 

PLATFORM  FOR  SESSIONS 

Mrs.  Betty  Massa,  Chairman 

ADVISORY 

Chapeaux  Departementaux  Passe 

HALLS  AND  SEATING 

Mrs.  Lilly  Catalanotto,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Marie  Bruno,  Co-Chairman 

DECORATIONS 

Mrs.  Rita  Virgadamo,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Carmen  Frost,  Co-Chairman 
Mrs.  Marion  Hartenstein 
Mrs.  Henrietta  Barrios 
Mrs.  Gloria  Todaro 

BADGES 

Mrs.  Cecile  Taylor,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Esther  Junot,  Co-Chairman 

AIDES  TO  L’AUMONIER 

Mrs.  Marion  Wright 
Mrs.  Clare  Pender 

BALLOTS 

Mrs.  Clara  Wilson 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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COORDINATORS  DIVISIONAL  BREAK- 
FAST 

TROPHIES  AND  AWARDS 
LOOT  BAGS 


FIRST  AID 

LOST  AND  FOUND 

INFORMATION 

MUSICIAN 
TABLE  HOSTESS 
AIDES  IN  CHAPEAU’S  ROOM 

PUBLICITY 


Mrs.  Lottie  Wilson,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Marjorie  Wilson,  Co-Chairman 
Mrs.  Marguerite  Leslie,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Frances  Haydel,  Co-Chairman 

Mrs.  Gertrude  Gagliano,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Theresa  Tamor,  Co-Chairman 
Mrs.  Antonia  Links 
Mrs.  Amelia  Maillho 
Mrs.  Alberta  Foss 

Mrs.  Gloria  Todaro,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Jerry  Tracy,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Izetta  Deslattes,  Co-Chairman 

Mrs.  Mildred  Sabo,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Corinne  Dawson,  Co-Chairman 
Mrs.  Shirley  O’Neill 

Mrs.  Belle  Welch 

Mrs.  Connie  Brown,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Marguerite  Chesnutt,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Lillian  Landry,  Co-Chairman 

Mrs.  Lydia  Grzych,  Chairman 


SONG  OF  LOUISIANA 

Louisiana,  nicknamed  the  Pelican  State,  has  an  area  of 
48,523  sq.  mi.,  giving  it  31st  place  among  the  50  states;  a 
population  of  3.2-million,  giving  it  20th  place,  and  became 
on  April  30,  1812,  the  18th  state  to  be  admitted  to  the 
Union.  The  capital  is  Baton  Rouge;  the  motto,  “Union, 
Justice,  Confidence;”  the  flower,  Southern  Magnolia;  the 
bird,  Eastern  Brown  Pelican;  the  tree,  Bald  Cypress;  and 
the  song,  “Song  of  Louisiana.”  The  flag  is  a white  pelican 
on  a blue  field. 


CAUSEWAY  SETS  RECORD 

New  Orleans’  Lake  Pontchartrain  Causeway,  complet- 
ed in  1956,  is  the  longest  over-water  highway  bridge  in  the 
world. 

TOURIST  ATTRACTIONS 

New  Orleans  is  a city  with  strong  attractions  for  the 
tourist.  Among  many  interesting  sites  are:  Isaac  Delgado 
Museum  of  Art;  the  Hibernia  Tower,  the  city’s  highest 
point;  and  the  new  International  Trade  Center. 


GIFT  TO  THE  NATION 

See  Inside  Back  Cover 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Wishes  to  express  its  thanks  and 
appreciation  to  the  following  companies 


which  have  contributed  so  substantially 


to  the  success  of  the  50th  Annual 
National  Convention 


Anheuser-Busch,  Inc. 
Gulf  Oil  Corporation 
Royal  McBee  Corporation 
Schenley  Distillers  Company 
Seagram  Distillers  Company 
Southern  Bell  Telephone 
and  Telegraph  Company 
Warner  Bros.-Seven  Arts,  Inc. 
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86  PROOF  - BLENDED  WHISKEY  ■ 65%  GRAIN  NEUTRAL  SPIRITS  © 1968  CALVERT  DIST.  CO.,  LOUISVILLE,  KY. 


We  have  a lot  of  things 

that  make  life  a lot  softer  these  days. 

It  was  time  for  Calvert  Extra, 

The  Soft  Whiskey. 


This  colorful  24-sheet  billboard  poster  will  do  a good  job  for  an  American 
Legion  Post  in  promoting  the  50th  Anniversary  observance  and  boosting  the 
1969  membership  campaign.  This  24-sheet  poster,  in  symbolic  and  colorful  blue 
and  gold,  is  brand  new  and  priced  at  a low  cost  that  even  the  smallest  post 
can  afford. 


The  complete  poster,  as  pictured  here,  is  only  $6,  which  includes  all  handling  and  shipping  charges. 
For  just  a little  more  expense,  the  identity  of  the  sponsor — name  and  number  of  the  post,  or  identifica- 
tion of  district,  county,  or  department — can  be  imprinted  on  the  lower  portion,  to  the  left  of  the 
official  50th  Anniversary  insignia.  For  such  imprinted  identification,  there  is  an  additional  charge  of  $6 
for  the  initial  type  set-up,  plus  25  cents  for  each  poster  imprinted.  (Example:  One  poster  with  imprint 
would  cost  $12.25;  ten  (10)  posters  with  the  same  imprinted  identification  would  be  $68.50,  or  only 
$6.85  each.) 

Orders  for  the  posters,  accompanied  by  checks  or  money  orders  made  payable  to  National  Treasurer, 
The  American  Legion,  should  be  sent  to:  Internal  Affairs  Division,  The  American  Legion,  P.  O.  Box  1055, 
Indianapolis,  Ind.  46206.  Allow  at  least  three  weeks  for  delivery  of  imprinted  posters  and  two  weeks 
for  those  without  any  imprinted  identification. 
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COMMEMORATING  50  YEARS  OF  SERVICE 


TO  GOD  AND  COUNTRY  | 


CUFF  LINK  AND  TIE  BAR  SET.  Boxed  as  a set,  yellow 
gold  plate  shorty  tie  bar  and  matching  cuff  links 
with  symbolic  50th  anniversary  emblem  for  wear 
by  all  members.  No.  78052,  per  set $3.50 


50TH  ANNIVERSARY  MEDALLIONS.  Beautiful— Official— collectors 
item  with  depth  and  detail.  Illustrated  are  the  obverse  and  reverse 
sides. 

Carl  P.  Jennewein,  Sculptor. 


MEDALLION,  V-k  inch  bronze,  individually  boxed  with  easel  display 

stand.  No.  78071  54.00 

NUMISMATIC  COLLECTORS  MEDAL  in  Silver  IV2  inch,  boxed  in 
individual  plastic  holder.  Limited  issue  of  20,000  medals,  will  be 
serially  numbered  and  restricted  to  members  of  The  American 

Legion  until  February  1,  1968.  No.  78073  $10.00 

POCKET  PIECE,  1V4  inch  replica  in  bronze.  No.  78074,  each  $1.50; 
50  to  99,  each  $1.25;  100  or  more,  each  $1.00 
MEDAL,  replica  lLi  inch  in  bronze,  furnished  on  American  Legion 
ribbon  with  pin  and  catch.  Ideal  for  anniversary  awards.  No.  78075, 
each  51-95 


LICENSE  PLATE.  Colorful  red,  white,  blue  and  gold  plate  commemorating 
the  50th  anniversary.  Should  be  on  every  members  automobile.  Baked 
enamel  on  heavy  steel. 


No.  78063,  each M-50 

10  to  49,  each  1-30 

50  to  99,  each  1-10 

-L  1 nn 


100  or  more,  each 1 

(Not  Illustrated) 

50TH  ANNIVERSARY  GOLDEN  BANNERETTE.  A 

16  x 22"  rayon  banner,  fringed  on  the  bottom 
and  attached  to  a wooden  rod  with  cord  and 
tassels.  Blue  screened  lettering  has  both  ob- 
verse and  reverse  side  of  the  official  anniver- 
sary emblem  symbol.  Ideal  for  podium,  speakers 
stand,  or  many  uses. 


No.  78030,  each $2.25 

10  or  more,  each 1.95 


CHARM.  Double  gold-filled  50th  anniversary  charm. 
No.  78054  $3-00 


1969  - - ■ 

A Year  to  Be  Remembered 
with 

Official  American  Legion 
Commemorative  Emblems! 

For  further  information  and 
complete  selection  of  Emblem 
items,  see  your  Emblem  catalog 
or  write:  National  Emblem 

Sales,  The  American  Legion, 
P.  O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis, 
Ind.  46206. 


CUFF  LINKS.  For  all  members  to  commemorate 
the  50th  Anniversary.  Official  symbolic  emblem 
in  yellow  gold  plate.  No.  78050  $2.50 

TIE  BAR.  Shorty  bar  for  wear  by  all  members  in 
yellow  gold  plate.  No.  78051  $1.50 


50TH  ANNIVERSARY  ATTACHMENT.  FOR  EVERY  MEMBER  ...  all  should 
wear  this  attachment  commemorating  the  50  years  the  organization  has 
served  God  and  Country.  You  do  not  need  to  have  continuous  service  to 
show  pride  in  the  event.  Show  pride  in  the  organization  by  equipping  all 
members  with  this  attachment.  Made  to  fit  below  their  own  American  Legion 


button.  Gold  Plate, 

No.  78000,  each $0-50 

25  to  99,  each  40 

100  or  more,  each 30 


Bright  gold  with  blue  lettering.  No  charge 

by  factory  to  place  in  first  class  mechani-  KEY  CHAIN.  Perfect  memento  of  the  50th  year  annniver- 
cal  condition  if  ever  necessary.  Light-  sary  celebration.  Yellow  Gold  Plate  official  VA"  observ- 
weight.  ance  emblem  on  a positive-locking  key  chain. 


No.  78062,  each  $1.50  No.  78053,  each  .. 

10  to  49,  each  1.20  25  to  99,  each  ... 

50  or  more,  each  1.00  100  or  more,  each 


$1.00 

.85 

.75 


Joseph  P.  Donovan 
Indiana 


Grant  J.  Lane 
Kansas 


Robert  W.  Lowry 
Nebraska 


Robert  A.  Tart 
North  Carolina 


i 


H.  T.  Colbjornsen 
Minnesota 


' V 


<9*  * 

* WZ  ' \ 

t map* 

Kirn 

Gilberto  M.  Font 
Puerto  Rico 


I 

, 


l 


Bob  Legan 
Arkansas 


C.  J.  Acosta 
Louisiana 


1 ™ , 


Phillip  R.  McBride  John  W.  Buether 
Ohio  Oregon 


Pictured  on  these  two  pages  are  the  Commanders  of  Departments  that  have 
made  major  contributions  to  a highly  successful  membership  year — the  fourth 
consecutive  year  of  membership  gain.  Under  a point  system  established  by  the 
National  Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee  for  “1968 — THE  CAN- 
DO  YEAR,”  the  Departments  which  these  Commanders  led  were  credited 
with  100  or  more  points.  Points  were  given  for  meeting  membership  targets  at 
specified  dates  throughout  the  year,  for  exceeding  1967’s  final  membership,  for 
meeting  the  nationally-assigned  membership  goal  for  the  year,  for  attaining  an 
all-time  high,  and  for  the  very  important  contribution  of  chartering  new  Amer- 
ican Legion  Posts.  National  Commander  William  E.  Galbraith  designated  the 
Commanders  of  all  qualifying  Departments  as  a part  of  his  “ Cavalcade  of 
Freedom”  for  1968  and  has  awarded  each  winning  Commander  a plaque  in 
recognition  thereof. 


Joseph  T.  Schneider 
South  Dakota 


Thomas  J.  Gear 
Virginia 


Neale  V.  Cabral 
Connecticut 


Stanford  B.  Ellis 
Okinawa  Dept, 
of  Hawaii 


Stanley  W.  King 
Maryland 


Gordon  Ballantyne 
Mexico 


Maurice  J.  Levesque  H.  A.  Kautzmann 
New  Hampshire  North  Dakota 
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Martin  T.  Jansen 
Wisconsin 


Bernard  Moriarity 
Utah 


Q.  J.  Mabugat 
Philippines 


Chauncey  Francis 
Iowa 


William  G.  Nami 
Texas 


* 


Eldridge  Colston 
Oklahoma 


T.  F.  Froedisch 
Pennsylvania 


I vo  W.  Sanders 
Tennessee 


Charles  S.  Kilgore 
Florida 


Russell  P.  Bieritz 
Illinois 


William  Franklin  James  O.  West 

Taylor  New  Jersey 

Kentucky 


Harry  J.  Heintz 
Alaska 


John  C.  Jordan 
Arizona 


Edward  M.  Knight 
Delaware 


Edward  B.  Newsome  John  E.  Tatro,  Sr.  Leo  E.  Wright 

Idaho  Rhode  Island  Vermont 


John  A.  Jones  George  W.  Brown 

West  Virginia  Georgia 


Reginald  J.  Dennis 
Maine 


Robert  L.  Gunn,  Jr. 
Alabama 


William  C.  Kenton 
Washington 


E.  R.  Delehanty 
New  York 


Miles  S.  Ansbaugh 
Michigan 


Morris  Meyer  Claude  O.  Horton  Dr.  Harry  E.  Goddard 

Mississippi  South  Carolina  Missouri 
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Enrollments  are  now  being  accepted  for  the  23rd  term  of  The  American  Legion  Extension  Institute.  This  six-month 
home  study  course  provides  a wealth  of  fundamentals  covering  history,  organization,  and  programs — knowledge  vital 
to  successful  leadership.  The  six  lessons  of  the  course  are  revised  and  updated  annually  to  keep  the  material  current 
and  permit  the  inclusion  of  new  methods  of  implementation  of  American  Legion  programs  within  the  community. 

Enrollment  is  open  to  Legionnaires,  members  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  and  those  older  members  of  the 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion  who  have  the  maturity  and  potential  for  further  SAL  service  as  leaders  or  counselors. 

Use  the  handy  enrollment  application  form  on  this  page. 


AMERICAN  LEGION  EXTENSION  INSTITUTE 
P.  O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  46206 

Enclosed  is  my  tuition  fee  of  $4.00*  for  enrollment  in  the  23rd  term. 


NAME 

Card  Nr> 

ADDRESS 

(Last) 

(First) 

(Middle) 

CITY 

STATE 

7.TP  CODE 

POST  NO. 

UNTT  NO 

IMPORTANT!  Please  include  Card  No.  and  Post  or  Unit  No.  Make  remittances  payable  to:  National  Treasurer,  The 
American  Legion. 

*$3.00  when  jour  or  more  enrollments  are  forwarded,  at  same  time. 


Lt.  Edward  V.  Rickenbacker 
September  1918 


As  the  United  States  Air  Force 
congratulates  The  American 
Legion  on  its  50th  National 
Convention,  we  recall  that  50 
years  ago  this  month,  Lieutenant 
Edward  V.  Rickenbacker  be- 
came the  first  of  50  Airmen  who 
have  thus  far  earned  The  Medal 
of  Honor. 


Captain  Gerald  O.  Young 

November  1967 
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SHAKE  HANDS 

WITH 
THE  FUTURE 

SPONSOR  «?§? 
A SCOUT  UNIT 


IT  IS  A LESION  RESPON- 

LESION-SPONSORED 

SIBIUTY  TO  PREPARE  YOUTH 

SCOUT  UNITS  SHOULD  BE  A 

FOR  TOMORROW.  w|§|jplf 

••MUST1  IN  EVERY  POST. 

NATIONAL  AMERICANISM 

COMMISSION 
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PARADE  OF  CHAMPIONS 


sion.  A coupon  in  the  National  Convention  program  will 
be  honored  for  a 50-cent  discount  against  the  purchase  of 
either  type  of  seat.  Capacity  of  City  Park  Stadium  is  ap- 
proximately 25,000. 

Another  feature  of  the  Parade  of  Champions  will  be 
the  drawing  for  four  new  Ford  automobiles  being  spon- 
sored for  the  22nd  consecutive  year  by  the  Seagrams  Posts 
of  The  American  Legion  located  in  New  York,  Chicago 
and  Los  Angeles. 

The  complete  schedule  of  times  and  sites  for  other 
events  of  Uniformed  Groups  competition  is  listed  else- 
where in  this  program  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  Pa- 
rade of  Champions,  admission  to  all  other  Uniformed 
Groups  performances  is  free  to  Convention  delegates, 
guests  and  the  general  public. 


The  American  Legion’s  national  championship  Senior 
Color  Guard  is  First  National  Bank  of  Chicago  Post  985. 


The  Militaires,  of  Post  121,  Fremont,  O.,  display  the 
high-stepping  precision  form  that  won  them  the  1967 
American  Legion  Junior  Color  Guard  championship. 


The  Firing  Squad  of  Post  291,  East  Lynn,  Mass.,  is  the 
defending  American  Legion  national  champion  in  this  cate- 
gory of  uniformed  groups  competition. 


On  Sunday  evening,  September  8,  starting  at  7 o’clock, 
New  Orleans’  City  Park  Stadium  will  come  alive  as  thou- 
sands of  spectators  will  thrill  to  the  annual  Parade  of 
Champions,  a performance  by  the  finest  of  the  Legion’s 
Senior  and  Junior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  competing  for 
the  national  championship  in  their  respective  divisions. 

The  five  top-ranked  Senior  corps  and  the  seven  top- 
rated  Junior  corps,  as  determined  by  preliminary  competi- 
tion, will  compete  in  the  Parade  of  Champions. 


The  Connecticut  Hurricanes,  representing  Post  No.  16 
of  The  American  Legion,  of  Shelton,  Conn.,  is  the  defend- 
ing Senior  American  Legion  National  Champion  Drum 
and  Bugle  Corps. 

Those  corps  taking  to  the  field  Sunday  night  will  be  the 
finest  in  the  land,  and  their  performance  always  is  a high- 
light of  any  American  Legion  National  Convention.  They 
will  be  the  survivors  of  rugged  preliminary  contests  to  be 
conducted  in  the  Convention  City  in  the  days  immediately 
prior  to  the  Parade  of  Champions.  They  provide  one  of  the 
most  thrilling  precision  musical  and  marching  and  maneu- 
vering performances  to  be  found  anywhere. 

This  show,  considered  by  many  to  be  the  epitome  of 
patriotic  pageantry,  will  be  provided  by  uniformed  groups 
of  the  Legion,  all  of  which  will  be  a part  of  the  mammoth 
National  Convention  Parade  to  be  conducted  the  following 
evening  over  the  streets  of  old  New  Orleans. 

Admission  to  the  Parade  of  Champions  will  be  $2.50 
for  reserved  section  seating  and  $2.00  for  general  admis- 


The  Lake  Band  of  Post  180,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  is  the 
defending  American  Legion  national  champion  Junior 
Band. 
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Significant  Cities 

for  the 

50th  Anniversary  Celebration 

of 

The  American  Legion 


SEPTEMBER  6-12, 1968 

50th  National  Convention,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

The  official  start  of  the  50th  Anniversary  of  The  American  Legion 

NOVEMBER  11, 1968 

50th  Anniversary  of  the  Armistice  ending  World  War  I 
Arlington  National  Cemetery,  Arlington,  Virginia 

The  American  Legion  will  be  responsible  for  ceremonies. 


MARCH  11-15,  1969 

50th  Anniversary  of  the  Paris,  France  Caucus,  (March  15-17,  1919)  Washington, 
D.C. 

The  Annual  Washington  Conference  will  be  conducted  March  11-15,  1969,  at  the 
Sheraton-Park  Hotel,  Washington,  D.C.  The  American  Legion’s  banquet  hosted  by 
the  National  Commander  honoring  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  will  be  the 
evening  of  Saturday,  March  15,  1969. 

Formal  presentation  of  The  American  Legion’s  Gift  to  the  Nation  of  a lighting 
system  for  the  Tomb  of  the  Unknowns  and  the  facade  of  the  Memorial  Amphi- 
theatre at  the  Arlington  National  Cemetery. 

MAY  6-10,  1969 

50th  Anniversary  of  the  St.  Louis,  Missouri  Caucus,  (May  8-10,  1919)  St.  Louis, 
Missouri 

The  Annual  Spring  Meetings  of  the  National  Organization  will  be  conducted  at  the 
Chase-Park  Plaza  Hotel,  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  The  various  National  Committees  and 
Commissions  will  meet  May  6-7,  1969,  while  the  National  Executive  Committee  will 
meet  May  8-9,  1969.  Other  special  activities  will  be  arranged  during  this  period  of 
time  which  will  include  the  members  of  The  Society  of  The  American  Legion 
Founders,  Ltd.  Special  activities  are  being  arranged  for  Saturday,  May  10,  1969. 

AUGUST  22-28,  1969 

51st  National  Convention,  Atlanta,  Georgia 

Task  Force  For  The  Future  will  report.  The  second  fifty  years  of  service  to  God  and 
Country  moves  forward  as  America  nears  its  bicentennial  in  what  may  prove  the 
most  critical  period  in  its  history. 

NOVEMBER  11,  1969 

50th  Anniversary  of  the  1st  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  which 
was  conducted  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

51st  Anniversary  of  the  Armistice  ending  World  War  I,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Minneapolis  has  been  named  The  American  Legion’s  official  Veterans  Day  City  for 
1969. 
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A V&cce  %>  Go... 


a Way  To  Gnour 


BOYS’  CLUBS  OF  AMERICA 

BUILD  JUVENILE  DECENCY 


A Boys’  Club  means  many  things  to  a 
boy. 

It’s  a workshop  where  he  can  tinker, 

It’s  a library  where  he  can  do  his 
homework, 

Or  maybe  just  a place  to  laugh  and  play. 

It’s  a place  where  fair  play  counts, 
where  respect  for  law  and  order  is 
imbued,  where  Americanism  is  not 
old-fashioned, 

A Boys’  Club  has  the  right  answer  for 
every  boy. 


CONGRATULATIONS  TO  TH£  AMERICAN  LEGION  ON  TH&IR 
flpTl^TH  ANNIVERSARY//.  SAY  TOR„  MOW  WA^>  PAR|^»  IN 
1919  OOL A LA//  TOOT  &&T//M&H!  He.  H/ 
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"Freedom  Is  Not  Free" 

Freedom  carries  with  it  serious  responsibilities,  not  the  least  of  which  is  respect  for  law  and 

order.  . . 

The  growing  hostility  toward  law  and  order  is  of  grave  concern  to  The  American  Legion.  Ihe 
efforts  of  some  groups  of  questionable  background  and  purpose  who  promote  destructive  demon- 
strations and  riots  under  the  guise  of  "freedom  of  expression"  and  "freedom  of  speech”  cannot 
continue  or  go  unpunished.  If  allowed  to  continue,  these  demonstrations  could  destroy  the  very 
freedoms  we  now  enjoy. 

WILLIAM  E.  GALBRAITH 

Motional  ("nmmander 


NATIONAL  SECURITY  DIVISION  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


AN  EFFECTIVE  PARTNERSHIP 


THE  V A HOSPITAL 

For  fifty  years  The  American  Legion  has  been  dedicated  to  serving  our 
nation's  disabled  veterans.  Through  the  development  of  the  Veterans  Ad- 
ministration Voluntary  Service  program  new  and  greater  opportunities  to 


serve  have  opened. 

There  are  many  worthwhile  programs  and  activities  in  the  VA  hospital 
as  you  would  expect  in  an  agency  dealing  in  human  life  and  destiny.  It  is  a 
service  open  to  young  and  old  that  is  in  desperate  need  of  male  volunteers. 

It  is  a service  that  is  good  for  the  patients,  the  staff,  the  volunteers 
themselves — and  for  the  future  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

You  can  serve  merely  by  contacting  the  VAVS  Representative  in  your 
nearest  VA  hospital.  This  is  a time  for  rededication  to  the  ideals  and 
traditions  of  The  American  Legion,  won't  you  volunteer  now? 


A SERVICE  OF  THE  NATIONAL  REHABILITATION  COMMISSION 

Visit  the  VAVS  display  at  the  National  Convention 


VOLUNTEER 

NOW! 


50th  ANNIVERSARY  COMMITTEE 

(To  serve  until  completion  of  planning  and  final  report  on  commemoration:) 

CHAIRMAN — Albert  V.  LaBiche,  Louisiana 
VICE  CHAIRMAN — Donald  E.  Johnson,  Iowa 


HONORARY 
VICE  CHAIRMEN 

Crampton  Harris 
Alabama 

John  R.  Quinn 

California 

Justus  J.  Fennell 

Connecticut 

Gen.  Lawrence  H.  Whiting 
Illinois 

Paul  R.  Baldwin 

Michigan 

Jerome  F.  Duggan 

Missouri 

Gale  F.  Johnston 

Missouri 

R.  K.  West 

Montana 

Thomas  W.  Miller 

Nevada 

Frank  R.  Schwengel 

New  York 

Philip  J.  Ehrhardt 

New  York 

John  J.  Wicker,  Jr. 

Virginia 

EXECUTIVE  SECTION 

Alfred  P.  Chamie 
California 

William  R.  Egan 

Colorado 

C.  D.  DeLoach 
District  of  Columbia 

Donald  E.  Johnson 

Iowa 

Albert  V.  LaBiche 

Louisiana 

James  V.  Day 
Maine 


Judge  Daniel  F.  Foley 

Minnesota 

Joseph  A.  Bernard 

Missouri 

Milton  Carpenter 
Missouri 

Don  H.  Shriner 

Nebraska 

James  F.  O’Neil 
New  Hampshire 

William  C.  Doyle 

New  Jersey 

James  V.  Demarest 
New  York 

Maurice  Stember 
New  York 

Robert  H.  Hazen 

Oregon 

Paul  H.  Griffith 

Pennsylvania 

E.  Ralph  James 

Virginia 

L.  Eldon  James 

Virginia 

Bernie  Strachota 

Wisconsin 

MEMBERS 

Frank  A.  Kelly 

Georgia 

David  L.  Shillinglaw 

Illinois 

A.  L.  Starshak 
Illinois 

Robert  E.  Gates 
Indiana 

Ray  Murphy 

Iowa 

Harry  W.  Colmery 

Kansas 


Judge  John  W.  Sloan 

Maryland 

Frank  L.  Orfanello,  Esq. 

Massachusetts 

Donald  J.  Smith 

Michigan 

Frank  R.  Schwengel 

New  York 

The  Rev.  Alfred  C.  Thompson 

New  York 

Merle  F.  Brady 
Ohio 

Sam  L.  Latimer,  Jr. 

South  Carolina 

Albert  D.  Brown,  Jr. 

Texas 

Clarence  S.  Campbell 
Vermont 

Emmett  G.  Lenihan 

Washington 

EX-OFFICIO  MEMBERS 

William  F.  Hauck 

National  Adjutant 
Indiana 

Col.  Harold  A.  Shindler 

National  Historian 
Indiana 

Churchill  T.  Williams 

Iowa 

Wilbur  Walker 

Virginia 

AUXILIARY  LIAISON 

Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall 

National  President 
Maryland 

Miss  Doris  Anderson 

National  Secretary 
Texas 

Mrs.  Walter  H.  Glynn 

Past  National  President 
Iowa 
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DEPARTMENT 

Blue  Barber 
Alabama 

Carl  W.  Heinmiller 

Alaska 

Ronald  C.  Murphy 

Arizona 

Tom  W.  Miller 

Arkansas 

A1  Weinberg 
California 

Cooper  L.  Williams 

Canada 

Charles  L.  Thomson 

Colorado 

Joseph  G.  Leonard 

Connecticut 

James  E.  Heal 

Delaware 

David  E.  Kisliuk 

District  of  Columbia 

Frank  C.  Scholtz 
Florida 

Sedley  Peck 
France 

Frank  A.  Kelly 

Georgia 

John  N.  Lockhart 

Hawaii 

Lou  Babb 

Idaho 

Frederick  E.  Merritt 

( Co-Chairman  ) 

Anthony  J.  Carmen 

( Co-Chairman  ) 

Illinois 

James  Zoll 
Indiana 

W.  Earl  Hall 

Iowa 

H.  Armand  deMasi 
Italy 


50th  ANNIVERSARY 


Leo  Harris 
Kansas 

Ray  A.  Beyer 
Kentucky 

J.  B.  Broussard 

Louisiana 

Maurice  Parisien 
Maine 

John  Sloan 

Maryland 

George  F.  Stitt 

Massachusetts 

Gordon  A.  Ballantyne 

Mexico 

Leonard  B.  Zimmerman 

Michigan 

H.  T.  Colbjornsen 

Minnesota 

Roland  D.  Marble 

Mississippi 

Joseph  A.  Bernard 

Missouri 

Chester  Shore 
Montana 

Floyd  Pulliam 

Nebraska 

Rex  A.  Jarrett 

Nevada 

Donald  P.  Still 

New  Hampshire 

William  R.  Huggard 

New  Jersey 

G.  Y.  Fails 

New  Mexico 

George  Jiga,  Jr. 
New  York 

W.  D.  Robbins 

North  Carolina 


CHAIRMEN 

Frank  J.  Kosanda 

North  Dakota 

Merle  F.  Brady 
Ohio 

Paul  Seymour 
Oklahoma 

Irvin  R.  Johnson 

Oregon 

Walter  R.  Hunnicutt 

Panama,  C.Z. 

Theodore  F.  Foedisch 

Pennsylvania 

Robert  O.  Phillips 

Philippines 

Pedro  N.  Haidar 

Puerto  Rico 

Andrew  R.  Vanti 

Rhode  Island 

Sam  L.  Latimer,  Jr. 

South  Carolina 

Ralph  W.  Clausen 

South  Dakota 

Joseph  F.  Hudgens 

Tennessee 

J.  Walter  Janko 

Texas 

Don  V.  Tibbs 

Utah 

Raymond  Greenwood 

Vermont 

L.  Eldon  James 

Virginia 

Frank  C.  Brooks 

Washington 

James  E.  Nelson 
West  Virginia 

Jerome  E.  Host 
Wisconsin 

Don  E.  Moller 

Wyoming 
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Prestige  Advisory  Committee 


The  Honorable  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower 

Honorary  Co-Chairman 
Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania 

The  Honorable  Harry  S.  Truman 

Honorary  Co-Chairman 
Independence,  Missouri 
The  Honorable  Carl  Albert 
Majority  Floor  Leader 
The  House  of  Representatives 
William  M.  Allen 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
The  Boeing  Company 
Seattle,  Washington 

L.  J.  Andolsek 

Vice  Chairman 

United  States 

Civil  Service  Commission 

Vice  Admiral  Joel  T.  Boone,  USN  (Ret.) 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Virgil  E.  Boyd,  President 
Chrysler  Coporation 
The  Honorable  Ralph  J.  Bunche 
Under-Secretary-General 
United  Nations 

Admiral  Arleigh  A.  Burke,  USN  (Ret.) 

Washington,  D.  C. 

August  A.  Busch,  Jr. 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
Anheuser-Busch,  Inc. 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Dr.  Vannevar  Bush 

Belmont,  Massachusetts 

The  Honorable  James  F.  Byrnes 
Columbia,  South  Carolina 
Milton  Caniff 

New  York,  New  York 

General  Mark  W.  Clark,  USA  (Ret.) 
President  Emeritus 
The  Citadel 

Charleston,  South  Carolina 
General  Lucius  D.  Clay,  USA  (Ret.) 

New  York,  New  York 

The  Honorable  Clark  M.  Clifford 

The  Secretary  of  Defense 

General  James  F.  Collins,  USA  (Ret.) 
President 

The  American  National  Red  Cross 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Bob  Considine 

New  York,  New  York 
The  Most  Reverend  Terence  J.  Cooke 
Archbishop  of  New  York 
James  S.  Copley 

Chairman  of  the  Corporation 
Copley  Newspapers 
La  Jolla,  California 
Bing  Crosby 

Hollywood,  California 
The  Honorable  Everett  M.  Dirksen 
Minority  Floor  Leader 
The  United  States  Senate 
Major  Roger  H.  C.  Donlon,  USA 
Commandant 

Advanced  Combat  Training  Academy 
2nd  Infantry  Division 
William  J.  Driver 

Administrator  of  Veterans  Affairs 
Veterans  Administration 
Jimmy  Durante 

Beverly  Hills,  California 
Lt.  General  William  D.  Eckert,  USAF 
(Ret.) 

Commissioner  of  Baseball 
New  York,  New  York 


James  A.  Farley 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
Coca-Cola  Export  Corporation 
New  York,  New  York 

Ernest  Feldman  President 
Schenley  Distillers 
New  York,  New  York 

Bob  Feller 

Bob  Feller  Associates 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Harvey  S.  Firestone,  Jr. 

Honorary  Chairman 
Firestone  Tire  and  Rubber  Company 
Akron,  Ohio 
F.  M.  Flynn 

President  and  Publisher 
New  York  Daily  News 
New  York,  New  York 
The  Honorable  Gerald  R.  Ford 
Minority  Floor  Leader 
The  House  of  Representatives 
Colonel  John  H.  Glenn,  Jr.,  USMC 
(Ret.) 

Seabrook,  Texas 
Arthur  Godfrey 

New  York,  New  York 
The  Honorable  Arthur  J.  Goldberg 

United  States  Representative  to  the 
United  Nations 

Leonard  H.  Goldenson,  President 
American  Broadcasting  Company 
New  York,  New  York 

The  Reverend  Billy  Graham 

Atlanta,  Georgia 

Robert  E.  Hampton 

Commissioner  United  States 
Civil  Service  Commission 

Miss  Helen  Hayes 
Nyack,  New  York 

William  Randolph  Hearst,  Jr. 

Editor-in-Chief 
Hearst  Newspapers 
New  York,  New  York 
Lt.  General  Lewis  B.  Hershey 

Director,  Selective  Service  System 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Conrad  N.  Hilton,  Chairman 
Hilton  Hotels  Corporation 
Beverly  Hills,  California 
Mrs.  William  P.  Hobby 

Editor  and  Chairman  of  the  Board 
The  Houston  Post 
Houston,  Texas 
Ben  Hogan 

Fort  Worth,  Texas 
The  Honorable  J.  Edgar  Hoover 
Director 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 

Bob  Hope 

North  Hollywood,  California 
Anton  (Tony)  Hulman,  Jr.,  President 
Indianapolis  Motor  Speedway  Corp. 

The  Honorable  Hubert  H.  Humphrey 
The  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States 

Morris  E.  Jacobs 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
Bozell  & Jacobs,  Inc. 

Scottsdale,  Arizona 
Thomas  J.  Kelly,  President 

Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  Society 
New  York,  New  York 
James  R.  Kerr,  President 
AVCO  Corporation 
New  York,  New  York 


Henry  B.  King,  President 

U.  S.  Brewers  Association,  Inc. 

New  York,  New  York 
Miss  Dorothy  Lamour 
Towson,  Maryland 

Abe  Lastfogel,  President 

William  Morris  Agency,  Inc. 

Beverly  Hills,  California 
General  Curtis  E.  LeMay,  USAF  (Ret.) 
Chairman  of  the  Board 
Networks  Electronic  Corp. 

Chatsworth,  California 

John  W.  Macy,  Jr.,  Chairman 

United  States  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sion 

Mrs.  Walter  Varney  Magee,  President 
General  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs 

The  Honorable  Mike  Mansfield 

Majority  Floor  Leader 
The  United  States  Senate 

Reverend  Dr.  Julius  Mark 

Senior  Rabbi 
Congregation  Emanu-El 
New  York,  New  York 

Brig.  General  S.  L.  A.  Marshall,  USA 
(Ret.) 

Birmingham,  Michigan 
Birny  Mason,  Jr.,  Chairman 
Union  Carbide  Corporation 
New  York,  New  York 

The  Honorable  John  W.  McCormack 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives 

Robert  S.  McNamara,  President 

International  Bank  for  Reconstruction 
and  Development 
George  Meany,  President 
AFL-CIO 

Arthur  H.  Motley,  President 
Parade  Publications,  Inc. 

New  York,  New  York 
Charles  Stewart  Mott 
Flint,  Michigan 
Bishop  Reuben  H.  Mueller 

The  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 

The  Honorable  Richard  M.  Nixon 
New  York,  New  York 
General  Emmett  O’Donnell,  Jr.,  USAF 
(Ret.) 

President 

United  Services  Organization,  Inc. 

New  York,  New  York 
Frank  Pace,  Jr. 

International  Executive  Service  Corps 
New  York,  New  York 
Arnold  Palmer,  President 

Arnold  Palmer  Enterprises,  Inc. 
Youngstown,  Pennsylvania 
Mrs.  E.  D.  Pearce,  Past  President 

General  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs 
General  Thomas  S.  Power,  USAF  (Ret.) 
Chairman  of  the  Board 
Schick  Safety  Razor  Company 
Culver  City,  California 
Lt.  General  Milton  A.  Reckord,  USA 
(Ret.) 

Baltimore,  Maryland 
Edward  V.  Rickenbacker 
New  York,  New  York 
James  M.  Roche,  President 
General  Motors  Corporation 
Detroit,  Michigan 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Willard  F.  Rockwell 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
Rockwell-Standard  Corporation 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

H.  I.  Romnes 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
American  Telephone  and  Telegraph 
Co. 

New  York,  New  York 
The  Honorable  Dean  Rusk 
The  Secretary  of  State 
David  Sarnoff 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
Radio  Corporation  of  America 
New  York,  New  York 

Igor  I.  Sikorsky 

Sikorsky  Aircraft  Division 
United  Aircraft  Corporation 
Stratford,  Connecticut 

V.  J.  Skutt 

Chairman  and  Chief  Executive  Officer 
Mutual  of  Omaha  and  United  of 
Omaha 

Omaha,  Nebraska 


Bernard  Tabbat,  President 
Seagram  Distillers  Company 
New  York,  New  York 
General  Maxwell  D.  Taylor,  USA  (Ret.) 
President 

Institute  for  Defense  Analyses 
Arlington,  Virginia 
Lowell  Thomas 

Pawling,  New  York 
Mims  Thomason,  President 
United  Press  International 
New  York,  New  York 
Juan  T.  Trippe,  Chairman 

Pan  American  World  Airways,  Inc. 

New  York,  New  York 
Robert  A.  Uihlein,  Jr.,  President 
Jos.  Schlitz  Brewing  Company 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 
Jack  Valenti,  President 

Motion  Picture  Association  of  Amer- 
ica. Inc. 

Major  General  Ellard  A.  Walsh,  USA 
(Ret.) 

Stillwater,  Minnesota 


Jack  L.  Warner 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
Warner  Bros. -Seven  Arts,  Inc. 
Burbank,  California 
The  Honorable  Earl  Warren 

The  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States 
The  Supreme  Court 
The  Honorable  W.  Marvin  Watson 
The  Postmaster  General 
James  E.  Webb,  Administrator 

National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Ad- 
ministration 

General  Earle  G.  Wheeler,  USA 
Chairman,  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff 
Meredith  Willson 

Los  Angeles,  California 
J.  Howard  Wood,  Publisher 
Chicago  Tribune 
George  W.  Woodruff 
Atlanta,  Georgia 
Whitney  M.  Young,  Jr. 

Executive  Director 
National  Urban  League,  Inc. 

New  York,  New  York 


Entertainment  Advisory  Committee 


Bing  Crosby — Co-Chairman 
Hollywood,  California 

Bob  Hope — Co-Chairman 
North  Hollywood,  California 

Miss  Dorothy  Lamour — Co-Chairman 
Towson,  Maryland 

Mel  Allen 

Stamford,  Connecticut 

Gene  Autry 

North  Hollywood,  California 

Hank  Bauer 

Baltimore  Orioles 

Jack  Benny 

Beverly  Hills,  California 

Edgar  Bergen 

Hollywood,  California 

Miss  Polly  Bergen 

Los  Angeles,  California 

Milton  Berle 

Beverly  Hills,  California 

Yogi  Berra 

The  New  York  Mets 

Mrs.  Shirley  Temple  Black 

Woodside,  California 

Richard  Boone 

Honolulu,  Hawaii 

Walter  Brennan 

Moorpark,  California 

Don  Budge 

Dingman’s  Ferry,  Pennsylvania 

Johnny  Carson 
NBC 

Miss  Carol  Channing 
Hollywood,  California 

Donald  F.  Conaway 

National  Executive  Secretary 
AFTRA 

New  York,  New  York 
Walter  Cronkite 

New  York,  New  York 
Bob  Cummings 

Beverly  Hills,  California 
Duffy  Daugherty 

Head  Football  Coach 
Michigan  State  University 
Dizzy  Dean 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 


Jack  Dempsey 

New  York,  New  York 
Bob  Devaney 

Athletic  Director  & Head  Football 
Coach 

The  University  of  Nebraska 

Andy  Devine 

Newport  Beach,  California 
Joe  DiMaggio 

San  Francisco,  California 
Bobby  Dodd 
Director 

Georgia  Tech  Athletic  Assn. 

Atlanta,  Georgia 

Jimmy  Durante 

Beverly  Hills,  California 
Ernie  Ford 

San  Francisco,  California 

Glenn  Ford 

Los  Angeles,  California 

John  Ford 

Beverly  Hills,  California 
Y.  Frank  Freeman 

Beverly  Hills,  California 
Miss  Zsa  Zsa  Gabor 
Los  Angeles,  California 
Jan  Garber 

Shreveport,  Louisiana 
Robert  Goulet 

New  York,  New  York 
Otto  Graham 

Head  Coach  and  General  Manager 
The  Washington  Redskins 

Miss  Sheilah  Graham 
New  York,  New  York 
Johnny  Grant 
KTLA 

Hollywood,  California 
Andy  Griffith 

Hollywood,  California 
Tom  Harmon 

Hollywood,  California 
W.  W.  “Woody”  Hayes 
Head  Football  Coach 
The  Ohio  State  University 
Skitch  Henderson 

New  York,  New  York 
Charlton  Heston 

North  Hollywood,  California 


A1  Hirt 

New  York,  New  York 
Gordon  Howe 

Detroit  “Red  Wings” 

Chet  Huntley 

New  York,  New  York 

Oswald  Jacoby 

Dallas,  Texas 

Miss  Peggy  Lee 

Beverly  Hills,  California 

Vince  Lombardi 

Green  Bay  Packers 

Guy  Lombardo 

Freeport,  L.I.,  New  York 
Fred  MacMurray 

Los  Angeles,  California 
Miss  Mary  Martin 
New  York,  New  York 
Tony  Martin 

Beverly  Hills,  California 
David  Merrick 

New  York,  New  York 
Mitch  Miller 

New  York,  New  York 
Stan  Musial 

Senior  Vice  President 
St.  Louis  Cardinals 
Jess  Neely 

Athletic  Director 
Vanderbilt  University 
Jack  Nicklaus 

North  Palm  Beach,  Florida 
Pat  O’Brien 

Los  Angeles,  California 
Donald  O’Connor 

Los  Angeles,  California 
Hon.  John  S.  “Bud”  Palmer 
Commissioner 

Department  of  Public  Events 
The  City  of  New  York 
Ara  Parseghian 

Head  Football  Coach 
University  of  Notre  Dame 
Miss  Marguerite  Piazza 
Memphis,  Tennessee 
Vincent  Price 

Los  Angeles,  California 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Pee  Wee  Reese 

Louisville,  Kentucky 

Robert  E.  Richards 

La  Verne,  California 

Phil  Rizzuto 

New  York  Yankees 

Roy  Rogers 

Apple  Valley,  California 

Darrell  Royal 

Director  of  Athletics 
The  University  of  Texas 

Chris  Schenkel 

American  Broadcasting  Company 
New  York,  New  York 

Rod  Serling 

Pacific  Palisades,  California 

Red  Skelton 

Los  Angeles,  California 


Miss  Kate  Smith 

New  York,  New  York 
Walter  W.  (Red)  Smith 
Stamford,  Connecticut 
Sam  Snead 

Boca  Raton,  Florida 
Robert  Stack 

Los  Angeles,  California 
Bart  Starr 

Green  Bay,  Wisconsin 
James  Stewart 

Beverly  Hills,  California 
Ed  Sullivan 

New  York,  New  York 
Gene  Tunney 

New  York,  New  York 
John  Unitas 

Lutherville,  Maryland 
Dick  Van  Dyke 
Encino,  California 


Jack  L.  Warner 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
Warner  Bros. -Seven  Arts,  Inc. 
Burbank,  California 

John  Wayne 

Hollywood,  California 

Lawrence  Welk 

Santa  Monica,  California 

Andy  Williams 

Los  Angeles,  California 

Ted  Williams 

New  York,  New  York 

Earl  Wilson 

New  York,  New  York 

Walter  Winchell 

New  York,  New  York 

Jonathan  Winters 

North  Hollywood,  California 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION’S 
GIFT  TO  THE  NATION 

Commemorating 
50th  Anniversary 

See  Inside  Back  Cover 


WELCOME  BACK 

TO 

HASTINGS,  NEBRASKA 

“Home  of  American  Legion  World  Series” 

1959,  1960,  1961 
and  now  again  for 
1969 

Hastings  Post  #11 
Will  Be  Your  Host 

FOR  TICKET  INFORMATION 
AND  RESERVATIONS  CALL  OR  WRITE: 

Jack  Moors  or  Jack  Crowley 
Box  249,  Hastings,  Nebr.  68901 
402-463-3131 


Parade  Information 


DATE:  September  9,  1968 

TIME:  6:30  P.M. 

ASSEMBLY  AREA:  North 
Galvez  from  Canal  to  La- 
fitte,  South  Galvez  from 
Canal  to  Banks,  and  on 
South  side  of  Canal  from 
South  Galvez  to  South  Dor- 
genois. 

STARTING  POINT:  Canal  at 
South  Galvez  Street. 

ROUTE:  Southeast  along  Canal 
Street  to  South  Peters 
Street. 

REVIEWING  STAND:  On  the 
South  side  of  Canal  Street 
at  Elks  Place. 

DISBANDING  AREAS:  Tchou- 
pitoulas  St.  from  Canal  to 
Poydras  and  North  Peters 
from  Canal  to  Conti  Street. 


GIFT  TO  THE  NATION 

At  Arlington  National  Cemetery 
March  15,  1969 
See  Inside  Back  Cover 
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PARADE  ORDERS 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  PARADE 
Monday,  September  9,  1968 
6:30  P.M. 


PARADE  CHAIRMAN 

Col.  Karl  N.  Smith 
Headquarters  Building 
Jackson  Barracks 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 


HONORARY  GRAND  MARSHAL 

GRAND  MARSHAL 

John  E.  Davis 

Past  National  Commander 

Vice  Admiral  Bernard  M.  Strean 

Chief  of  Naval  Air  Training 
U.  S.  Naval  Air  Base 

North  Dakota 

Pensacola,  Florida 

DEPUTY  GRAND  MARSHALS 

Rear  Admiral  Robert  McPherson 

Rear  Admiral  Ross  P.  Bullard 

United  States  Navy 

United  States  Coast  Guard 

Commandant,  8th  Naval  District 

Commandant,  8th  Coast  Guard  District 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Major  General  James  C.  McGehee 

Lt.  General  David  Wade 

United  States  Air  Force 

Adjutant  General  of  Louisiana 

Commander,  Keesler  Technical  Training  Center 

Headquarters  Building 

Keesler  Air  Force  Base 

Jackson  Barracks 

Biloxi,  Mississippi 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Major  General  Charles  F.  Duchein 

United  States 

Marine  Corps  Reserve 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 

HONORARY  MARSHALS 

Jack  P.  F.  Gremillion 

General  Thomas  Burbank 

Attorney  General 

Director  of  Public  Safety 

State  of  Louisiana 

P.  O.  Box  1791 

State  Capitol  Building 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 

Joseph  I.  Giarrusso 

Thomas  J.  Heier,  Jr. 

Superintendent  of  Police 

Chief  Administrative  Officer 

Police  Department 

2E09  City  Hall 

4700  Tulane 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Major  General  Raymond  F.  Hufft  (Ret.)  i 

500  Saratoga  Building 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
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PARADE  ORDERS 

The  official  parade  of  the  Fiftieth  National  Convention 
of  The  American  Legion  will  be  governed  by  the  instruc- 
tions contained  herein,  together  with  the  March  Order 
and  Assembly  and  Disbanding  Area  Maps  which  are  made 
a part  hereof. 

1.  TIME:  (All  times  in  these  orders  are  Central  Day- 
light Time.) 

(a)  The  leading  element  of  the  parade  will  move  from 
the  “Starting  Point”  (South  Galvez  and  Canal) 
promptly  at  6:30  P.M.,  Monday,  September  9, 
1968,  regardless  of  weather  conditions. 

(b)  The  time  and  place  of  assembly  for  each  Depart- 
ment or  element  of  the  parade  is  shown  in  the 
March  Order,  a copy  of  which  has  been  sent  to 
each  Department  Adjutant  and  to  the  Department 
Parade  Chairman.  A meeting  of  Department 
Chairmen  will  be  held  at  10:00  A.M.,  Sunday, 
September  8,  1968,  in  the  Grand  Ballroom  located 
on  the  mezzanine  floor  of  the  Roosevelt  Hotel. 

(c)  A liaison  man  (PAL)  has  been  assigned  to  each 
Department  by  the  Parade  Committee.  This  liaison 
man  will  contact  each  Department  well  in  advance 
of  the  parade  and  offer  every  assistance. 

(d)  A Parade  Official  will  meet  his  assigned  division 
at  the  assembly  area,  following  unloading.  He  will, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  liaison  man  who  has 
been  assigned  to  the  Department,  direct  the  busses 
toward  the  route  to  the  disbanding  area. 

(e)  Because  of  the  nature  of  the  assembly  area,  ac- 
curate logistics  are  essential.  PROMPTNESS  IN 
ARRIVAL  AT  THE  ASSEMBLY  AREA  IS 
MANDATORY. 

2.  ROUTE:  Southeast  along  Canal  Street  to  North 

Peters  Street. 

3.  ASSEMBLY  AREAS: 

North  Galvez  from  Canal  to  Lafitte,  South  Galvez 
from  Canal  to  Banks,  and  on  the  South  side  of 
Canal  from  South  Galvez  to  South  Dorgenois. 

(a)  Assembly  zones  within  the  assembly  area  are  des- 
ignated in  the  March  Order  and  Assembly  Area 
Map. 

(b)  Additional  instructions  for  each  Department  will 
be  furnished  by  the  Parade  Committee  at  the 
meeting  of  Department  Parade  Chairmen  on  Sun- 
day, September  8,  1968,  at  10:00  A.M.  in  the 
Grand  Ballroom  of  the  Roosevelt  Hotel. 

(c)  Signs  carrying  Division  Number  will  designate  the 
head  of  each  Division  Assembly  Area. 


(d)  Float  assembly  area  will  be  designated  in  subse- 
quent memo. 

4.  ORGANIZATION: 

(a)  Elements  have  been  assigned  to  Divisions,  each 
under  the  direction  of  a Parade  Official.  The  com- 
position of  these  Divisions,  order  of  march,  and 
time  and  place  of  assembly  is  shown  in  the  March 
Order  and  Assembly  and  Disbanding  Area  Maps 
supplied  to  Department  Parade  Chairmen. 

(b)  Department  of  Defense  Units  will  be  governed  by 
applicable  regulations. 

(c)  Each  Department  Commander  or  appointed 
parade  representative  will  be  responsible  for  the 
Order  of  March  and  promptness  of  arrival  at  the 
Assembly  Area  of  Units  in  his  Department.  Units 
will  conform  to  the  following  distribution  and 
formation. 

(1)  MASSED  COLORS:  Eight  (8)  abreast 

National  Colors,  Department  and  Post  Colors 
of  each  Department,  and  the  Department  and 
Unit  colors  of  each  Department  of  the  Aux- 
iliary, will  be  massed  at  the  head  of  each 
Department  Delegation  in  that  order. 

(2)  American  Legion  Units  within  Departments 
will  march  in  formation  eight  (8)  abreast,  one 
yard  between  ranks. 

(3)  BANDS  AND  DRUM  CORPS:  As  directed 
by  Drum  Majors,  but  not  to  exceed  eight  (8) 
abreast. 

(4)  AUTHORIZED  FLOATS  AND  AUTO- 
MOBILES: In  single  column.  No  unauthor- 
ized floats  or  automobiles  will  be  allowed  to 
participate. 

(5)  No  maneuvers  except  for  forward  movement. 
THIS  IS  A MUST.  Violators  will  be  sum- 
marily dismissed  from  the  parade. 


(d)  DISTANCES: 

( 1 ) Between  Divisions  20  yards 

(2)  Between  Departments  10  yards 

(3)  Between  elements  of  a Department  5 yards 

5.  DISBANDING  AREAS: 


There  are  two  Disbanding  Areas.  (See  cover  sheet.) 
Specific  area  in  which  each  Division  will  disband  is 
indicated  in  the  March  Order  and  on  the  Disbanding 
Area  Map. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  busses  enter  the 
Disbanding  Area  as  shown  on  the  strip  map  attached. 
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They  will  be  met  at  the  indicated  intersection  and 
directed  to  their  parking  area. 

Disbanding  Areas  must  be  cleared  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

6.  OFFICIAL  REVIEWING  STAND: 

The  official  reviewing  stand  will  be  located  on  the 
south  side  of  Canal  at  Elks  Place.  Elements  will  render 
a salute  to  the  National  Commander  while  passing  the 
reviewing  stand  (eyes  right).  Warning  signs  at  400  and 
200  feet  will  inform  units  of  the  distance  to  the  re- 
viewing stand. 

7.  ELIGIBILITY  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  THE  PA- 
RADE AND  CONDUCT  OF  PARTICIPANTS: 

(a)  Pursuant  to  a resolution  adopted  at  a meeting  of 
the  National  Convention  Commission  at  Miami 
Beach  on  March  12,  1960,  there  will  be  no  par- 
ticipation of  any  vehicles,  equipment  or  items  of 
wearing  apparel  of  the  40  et  8.  This  regulation 
will  be  enforced  by  the  Parade  Committee  of  the 
1968  Convention  Corporation. 

(b)  With  the  exception  of  the  police,  Military  and 
Naval  escort,  and  Distinguished  Guests,  eligibility 
to  participate  in  the  parade  is  limited  to  the  mem- 
bers of  The  American  Legion  and  the  uniformed 
bodies  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  subject 
to  restriction  of  the  following  activities  which  shall 
be  prohibited  in  the  line  of  march : 

( 1 ) The  drinking  of  or  simulated  drinking  of 
intoxicants. 

(2)  Participants  under  the  influence  of  intoxi- 
cants. 

(3)  Use  of  water  pistols  and  electric  shocking 
devices. 

(4)  Female  impersonators. 

(5)  Firecrackers  and  other  explosives. 

(6)  Any  presentation  or  representation  either  im- 
moral or  in  bad  taste. 

(7)  Distribution  of  souvenirs,  promotional  or  ad- 
vertising material  from  either  the  floats  or 
marching  units. 

(8)  Participation  by  candidates  for  public  office. 

(c)  Violators  of  any  of  the  above  rules  will  be  sum- 

marily dismissed  from  the  parade. 

8.  FIRST  AID  STATIONS: 

First  Aid  Stations  will  be  established  at  the  Assembly 
Area,  at  intervals  along  the  line  of  march,  and  the 
disbanding  areas. 

9.  PARKING  OF  CHARTERED  OR  POST  BUSSES: 

After  unloading  in  the  Assembly  Area,  busses  will  pro- 
ceed to  temporary  parking  areas  at  the  disbanding 
location  as  indicated  in  Paragraph  5.  The  liaison  of- 
ficial (PAL)  will  meet  his  assigned  Department  at  the 
disbanding  area  to  conduct  it  to  its  parked  bus  or 
busses  (personal  belongings  and  all  equipment  must  be 
removed  from  the  busses  when  unloading  at  the  As- 
sembly Area. ) 


MARCH  ORDER 
ESCORT  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  5 : 30  P.M. 

Assembly  Area  # 1 
Disbanding  Area  # 1 

A.  MOUNTED  ESCORT— NEW  ORLEANS  POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

*B.  HONORARY  MARSHALS 

*C.  GRAND  MARSHAL 

*D.  HONORARY  GRAND  MARSHAL 

*E.  DEPUTY  GRAND  MARSHAL 

* Bus  transportation  for  dignitaries  will  be  provided  and 
will  depart  from  the  University  Place  entrance  of  the 
Roosevelt  Hotel.  This  bus  will  depart  at  precisely 
5:45  P.M.,  and  will  be  taken  by  police  escort  to  the 
proper  parade  assembly  area. 

F.  UNITED  STATES  ARMY 
Color  Guard 

Band 

Marching  Unit 

(Units  from  Ft.  Polk,  Louisiana) 

G.  UNITED  STATES  MARINE  CORPS 
Color  Guard — 8th  Marine  Corps  District 

H.  UNITED  STATES  NAVY 
Color  Guard 

Basic  Training  Command  Band  from  NAS  Pensacola, 
Florida 

I.  UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 
Color  Guard 

Band 

(Units  from  Keesler  Air  Force  Base,  Mississippi) 

J.  UNITED  STATES  COAST  GUARD 
Color  Guard 

Marching  Unit 

(Units  from  8th  Coast  Guard  District) 

K.  LOUISIANA  NATIONAL  GUARD 
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DIVISION  I 

21. 

Ohio 

Assemble  at  5 : 30  P.M. 

22. 

Connecticut 

Assembly  Area  # 2 

23. 

Indiana 

Disbanding  Area  # 2 

24. 

North  Carolina 

1.  American  Legion  1967  National  Championship 
Band 

25. 

Oregon 

2.  National  Colors  and  1967  National  Championship 

26. 

Utah 

Color  Guard 

27. 

South  Dakota 

3.  National  Commander,  The  American  Legion 

4.  National  President,  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
*5.  National  Officers 

6.  American  Legion  1967  National  Championship 
Drum  and  Bugle  Corps 

*7.  Past  National  Commanders 

*8.  Society  of  American  Legion  Founders 

9.  American  Legion  1967  National  Championship 
Chorus,  Junior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps,  Junior 
Color  Guard,  Firing  Squad,  and  Motorcycle  Drill 
Team 

10.  American  Legion  Youth  Award  Winners 

11.  Seagram  Post’s  Float  and  four  (4)  automobiles 

12.  Foreign  and  Outlying  Departments 
Mexico 

Canada 

Philippines 

Italy 

France 

Panama 


DIVISION  IV 

Assemble  at  7:00  P.M. 

Assembly  Area  #5 
Disbanding  Area  #1 

28.  Nebraska 

29.  Oklahoma 

30.  Alaska 

31.  Wisconsin 

32.  Virginia 

33.  Florida 

34.  Pennsylvania 

35.  New  Jersey 


DIVISION  V 

Assemble  at  7:30  P.M. 


13.  Hawaii 


Assembly  Area  #1 
Disbanding  Area  # 2 


* Bus  transportation  for  dignitaries  will  be  provided 

36.  Tennessee 

and  will  depart  from  the  University  Place  en- 

37.  Michigan 

trance  of  the  Roosevelt  Hotel.  This  bus  will  de- 

part  at  precisely  5:45  P.M.,  and  will  be  taken  by 

38.  Iowa 

police  escort  to  the  proper  assembly  area. 
DIVISION  II 

39.  Delaware 

40.  Kentucky 

Assemble  at  6:00  P.M. 

41.  Texas 

Assembly  Area  #3 

42.  Vermont 

Disbanding  Area  # 1 

43.  Idaho 

14.  Arkansas 

44.  Mississippi 

15.  North  Dakota 

16.  Maryland 

DIVISION  VI 

17.  Minnesota 

Assemble  at  8:00  P. 

18.  Puerto  Rico 

Assembly  Area  #2 

19.  Kansas 

Disbanding  Area  #2 

DIVISION  III 

Assemble  at  6:30  P.M. 

45.  Rhode  Island 

46.  Arizona 

Assembly  Area  #4 
Disbanding  Area  #2 

47.  South  Carolina 

48.  Maine 

20.  New  Hampshire 

49.  West  Virginia 
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50.  California 

51.  New  York 

DIVISION  VII 

Assemble  at  8:30  P.M. 

Assembly  Area  #3 
Disbanding  Area  #1 

52.  Illinois 

53.  Washington 

54.  Missouri 

55.  Georgia 

56.  Montana 

57.  Colorado 

58.  Nevada 


DIVISION  VIII 

Assemble  at  9 : 00  P.M. 

Assembly  Area  #4 
Disbanding  Area  #2 

59.  Massachusetts 

60.  New  Mexico 

61.  Alabama 

62.  District  of  Columbia 

63.  Wyoming 

DIVISION  IX 

Assemble  at  9:30  P.M 

Assembly  Area  # 1 
Disbanding  Area  # 1 

64.  Louisiana 


GIFT  TO  THE  NATION 

At  Arlington  National  Cemetery 
March  15,  1969 
See  Inside  Back  Cover 


CONGRATULATIONS 
ON  YOUR 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

The  final  32  pages  of  this  official  program  of 
the  50th  Annual  National  Convention  of  The 
American  Legion  contain  a condensed  annual  re- 
port for  the  1967-68  American  Legion  year.  A 
complete,  detailed  report  has  been  prepared  for 
submission  to  the  Congress  of  the  Linked  States  in 
accordance  with  requirements  of  the  Legion’s 
Congressionally-granted  charter. 

Believing  that  the  delegates  to  the  National 
Convention  are  entitled  to  receive  a concise  state- 
ment of  the  major  activities  of  The  American  Le- 
gion year  ending  with  this  National  Convention, 
your  national  headquarters  provides  this  illustrat- 
ed report  as  a part  of  the  official  program.  In  this 
manner,  we  are  assured  that  every  delegate  and 
every  one  who  registers  for  the  convention  will 
receive  the  condensed  annual  report. 


For  the  convenience  of  American  Legion  convention  delegates 
and  guests  the  airlines,  Braniff,  Continental,  Delta,  Eastern,  National 
and  United,  will  be  in  action  during  the  New  Orleans  convention  to 
provide  reservation  information  for  the  period  September  10  through 
12. 

By  means  of  a direct  telephone  line  from  a special  all-airline 
service  booth  in  the  Municipal  Auditorium,  they  will  provide  infor- 
mation on  the  availability  of  seating  and  be  able  to  make  reservations 
on  all  airlines  serving  New  Orleans. 

The  booth  will  be  in  service  from  9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  on 
Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  September  10,  1 1 and  12. 


The  American  Legion  is  proud 
Commander  William  E.  Galbraith, 
gion  over  this  nearly  half  century 
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of  its  record  for  the  year  1967-68,  marking  the  term  of  National 
We  are  proud  of  the  record  of  achievement  of  The  American  Le- 
of  service  to  God  and  country  which  brings  us  to  this  50th  Annual 
National  Convention  and  launches  us  into  our  Golden  Anniversary 
year. 

It  seems  unbelievable  that,  as  the  Legion  nears  the  mid-point  of 
a century  of  service  to  America,  it  would  be  necessary  for  a patriot- 
ic service  organization  to  pursue  the  theme:  “Freedom  Is  Not 
Free.”  However,  it  was  necessary  in  order  to  remind  many  Ameri- 
cans of  all  ages  that  the  heritage  of  freedom  which  is  theirs  was  not 
a gift  without  cost  and  that  it  has  not  been  safeguarded  and  pre- 
served for  nearly  two  centuries  without  cost. 

All  of  the  time-tested  programs  of  The  American  Legion  were 
strengthened  and  implemented  during  this  past  year  to  the  full 
extent  of  the  capabilities  of  the  organization  to  fulfill  its  mandates, 
and  this  special  program  of  the  National  Commander  was  carried 
out  effectively  both  by  him,  and  through  other  appropriate  proj- 
ects, so  as  to  re-emphasize  the  message  of  freedom  to  millions  upon 
millions  of  Americans. 

The  National  Commander  followed  the  steps  of  many  of  his 
recent  predecessors  in  visiting  Vietnam  shortly  after  his  election  to 
office.  The  war  in  Southeast  Asia  has  continued  to  command  the 
major  attention  of  the  entire  world  and,  as  an  organization  with  an 
abiding  concern  for  the  security  of  our  nation  and  its  freedom,  the 
war  in  Vietnam  is  of  continuing  concern  to  Legionnaires  every- 
where. It  is  essential  that  we  continue  to  speak  out  on  this  situation 
from  an  informed  and  enlightened  point  of  view. 

You  will,  in  the  following  pages,  find  a word-picture  account  of 
many  of  the  highlights  of  American  Legion  program  activity  and 
of  those  special  activities  of  the  National  Commander.  We  believe 
this  report  constitutes  another  bright  chapter  in  the  history  of  the 
Legion,  and  that  brighter  days  and  years  lie  ahead  as  we  embark 
on  our  Golden  Anniversary  year  with  an  eye  toward  a second 
half-century  of  service. 


WILLIAM  F.  HAUCK 
National  Adjutant 


The  American  Legion  50th  Annual  Report 

A full,  detailed  report  has  been  submitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Public  Law  249,  77th  Congress,  approved  September  18,  1941. 
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50th  National  Convention 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

The  Gray  Line — Sightseeing  Tours 

I 

| 

I 

I 

Tour  No.  1 I Tour  No.  4 


IDEAL  TOUR— CITY  & SUBURBS 

OLD  HOMES.  PARKS  AND  GARDENS 

75  Miles — 5'/j  Pleasant  Hours 
500  Places  of  Interest 

1 'h  Hours 

Daily  from  all  Hotels 

Daily  from  all  Hotels 

Regular  Price  $8.50 

Regular  Price  $3.25 

With  This  Coupon  $7.65,  tax  incl. 

With  This  Coupon  $3.00,  tax  incl. 

Tour  No.  2 

Tour  No.  5 

COVERS  THE  OLD  AND  NEW  CITY 

GARDEN  DISTRICT— LAKE  AND  RIVER 

50  Miles — 3 'h  Hours 

Two  Hours 

Daily  from  all  Hotels 

Daily  from  all  Hotels 

Regular  Price  $6.50 

Regular  Price  $3.25 

With  This  Coupon,  $5.95,  tax  incl. 

With  This  Coupon  $3.00,  tax  incl. 

Tour  No.  3 

Tour  No.  6 

HISTORIC  VIEUX  CARRE 

NEW  ORLEANS  UNIQUE  NIGHT  TOUR 

Four  Hours 

Two  Hours 

Unique  Night  Clubs,  Bourbon  Street 

Daily  from  all  Hotels 

Floor  Shows  and  French  Quarter  Resorts 

Nightly  from  all  Hotels 

Regular  Price  $3.25 

Regular  Price  $6.00 

With  This  Coupon  $3.00,  tax  incl.  ■ 

With  This  Coupon  $5.40,  tax  incl. 

National  Officers 


William  E.  Galbraith 
(Nebraska) 

National  Commander  1967-68 


William  F.  Hauck 
(Indiana) 
National  Adjutant 


Roscoe  D. 

Curtiss 
(T  ennessee) 
National 

Vice  Commander 


Louis  R.  J. 
Malo 

(Rhode  Island) 
National 

Vice  Commander 


Coleman  Nolen 
( Oklahoma) 
National 

Vice  Commander 


Dr.  Edwin  L. 
Peterson 
(Utah) 
National 

Vice  Commander 


Marvin  W.  Roth 
(Wisconsin) 
National 

Vice  Commander 


Rev.  Fr.  Edward 
P.  Nolan 
(Pennsylvania) 
National  Chaplain 


Harold  A. 
Shindler 
(Indiana) 

National  Historian 


Bertram  G.  Davis 
(New  York) 
National 
Judge  Advocate 


Francis  W. 
Polen 
(Indiana) 

National  Treasurer 


The  First  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion,  conducted  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  in  November  of  1919,  se- 
lected Indianapolis,  Ind.,  as  the  site  of  the  National  Headquarters  of  the  Legion,  and  the  headquarters  of  the  world’s  largest 
veterans  organization  has  been  located  there  throughout  its  first  naif  century  of  service  to  God  and  Country. 

A major  office  operation  is  maintained  in  Washington,  D.C.,  where  those  functions  of  the  Legion  which  require  close 
contact  with  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  other  offices  and  agencies  of  the  Federal  Government  are  housed. 
These  include:  Legislative,  Rehabilitation,  Foreign  Relations,  National  Security,  Economics  and  related  staff  functions. 

The  National  Commander  is  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  organization.  He  is  elected  by  the  National  Convention 
to  serve  until  the  next  Convention,  when  his  successor  is  chosen.  Also  elected  by  National  Convention  action  and  serving 
for  the  period  between  Conventions  are  five  National  Vice  Commanders  and  the  National  Chaplain.  The  National  Execu- 
tive Committee,  which  meets  semi-annually,  is  the  policy  making  body  of  the  organization  between  Conventions. 

William  E.  Galbraith,  of  Beemer,  Nebraska,  a Navy  veteran  of  World  War  II,  was  elected  National  Commander  by 
action  of  the  49th  Annual  National  Convention  in  Boston,  Mass.  The  Legion’s  record  of  accomplishment  under  his  leader- 
ship is  outlined  in  this  report. 

The  National  Adjutant,  William  F.  Hauck,  of  Indiana,  is  the  chief  administrative  officer  of  the  organization.  Ap- 
pointed by  the  National  Commander  with  the  concurrence  of  the  National  Executive  Committee,  as  are  other  national 
officers  with  the  exception  of  those  elected  by  National  Convention,  the  Adjutant  for  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the 
National  Headquarters  staff. 


97 


• • • 


LAW  and 


ORDER 


at  home  and  abroad 


FREEDOM 
IS  NOT 

FREE 


F KM 


The  American  Legion  prepares  to  observe  its 
50th  anniversary  and  a part  of  that  observance  is  a 
look  to  the  future  of  service  for  the  Legion.  Com- 
mander Galbraith  (seated  left)  attends  the  or- 
ganizational meeting  of  the  Task  Force  For  the  Fu- 
ture. Members  of  the  planning  group  pictured 
are:  the  late  James  F.  Green  (seated  center), 
chairman,  and  L.  O.  Bickel  (seated  right).  Stand- 
ing (left  to  right)  are:  James  V.  Day;  H.  C. 
(Jerry)  Zimmerman;  Past  National  Commander 
Ray  Murphy;  National  Vice  Commander,  Dr.  Edwin 
L.  Peterson,  and  Frank  W.  Naylor. 


Keeping  the  Legion's  finger  on  the  pulse  of  the 
Vietnam  fighting,  Commander  Galbraith  is  wel- 
comed to  American  military  headquarters  in  Sai- 
gon by  General  William  C.  Westmoreland. 


Commander  Galbraith  presents  a bound  copy 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  1967  National  Conven- 
tion to  President  Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  at  the  White 
House. 


Several  millions  of  these  coloring  sheets  for  the 
coloring  of  the  American  flag,  and  the  legend  of 
what  our  flag  stands  for,  were  distributed  to  grade 
school  children  this  year  for  coloring  by  them.  It  is 
mportant  that  our  children  know:  "Freedom  Is  Not 
Free." 


Watching  intently  from  the  bridge  of  an  Ameri- 
can aircraft  carrier  off  the  coast  of  Vietnam,  Com- 
mander Galbraith  observes  operations  on  the  flight 
deck. 


FREEDOM  IS  NOT  FREE 


National  Commander  William  E.  Galbraith 
takes  the  platform  at  the  Boston  National 
Convention,  immediately  upon  his  election  to 
the  Legion's  highest  office,  to  tell  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  and  the  nation  of  his  theme  for 
the  year,  "Freedom  Is  Not  Free."  Pointing  to 
the  banner  bearing  the  theme,  the  command- 
er gives  emphasis  to  the  need  to  carry  the 
message  across  the  land,  and  continued  to  do 
just  that  throughout  the  year. 


Another  expression  of  The 
American  Legion's  compassion 
for  the  less  fortunate  was  this 
year's  project  "O  p e r a t i o n 
Stitch-In-Time,"  by  which  the 
organization  raised  funds  for 
special  sewing  machines  to  pro- 
vide occupational  training  and 
employment  for  the  widows  of 
South  Vietnamese  soldiers. 


Launching  of  the  S.S.  Ameri- 
can Legion,  the  second  ship  to 
bear  the  name  of  the  Legion, 
took  place  in  February  of  this 
year  as  Mrs.  William  E.  Gal- 
braith, wife  of  the  National 
Commander,  christens  the  ship 
on  the  ways  of  the  Sun  Ship- 
building and  Drydock  Compa- 
ny. 


Honorary  co-chairmen  of  the 
50th  Anniversary  Committee 
are  America's  only  living  for- 
m e r Presidents,  Legionnaires 
Harry  S Truman  (above)  and 
Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  (below) 
receiving  replicas  of  the  50th 
Anniversary  medallion  from 
Commander  Galbraith  as  they 
accept  committee  co-chairman- 
ships. 


Signifying  the  close  and  continuing  support  of 
The  American  Legion  for  a strong  national  defense 
posture  is  this  joining  of  hands  of  the  National 
Commander  with  members  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of 
Staff  at  a reception  for  the  Joint  Chiefs  hosted  by 
the  Legion  and  attended  by  some  500  dignitaries. 
Pictured  (left  to  right)  are:  Gen.  Harold  K.  John- 
son, Army  Chief  of  Staff;  Gen.  Earle  G.  Wheeler, 
Chairman,  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff;  Commander  Gal- 
braith; Adm.  B.  A.  Clarey,  Vice  Chief  of  Naval 
Operations,  representing  Adm.  Thomas  H.  Moorer; 
Gen.  John  P.  McConnell,  Air  Force  Chief  of  Staff, 
and  Gen.  Leonard  F.  Chapman,  Jr.,  U.  S.  Marine 
Corps  Commandant. 


During  the  National  Commander's  banquet  hon- 
oring the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  the  social 
highlight  of  the  annual  Washington  Conference, 
The  American  Legion  Award  for  Distinguished 
Public  Service  is  presented  by  Commander  Gal- 
braith to  House  Speaker  John  William  McCor- 
mack. 


Command- 
ers  seldom  lose 
the  spotlight,  but 
the  scene-stealer 
here  is  Timothy 
Faas,  the  Nation- 
al Foundation's 
March  of  Dimes 
poster  child,  as  he 
i s introduced  t o 
the  National  Ex- 
ecutive  Commit- 
tee by  Command- 
er Galbraith. 


The  National  Executive  Committee 

Between  National  Conventions,  the  administrative  authority  of  The  American  Legion  is  exercised  by  the  National 
Executive  Committee  composed  of  the  National  Commander,  the  five  National  Vice  Commanders,  National  Chaplain, 
and  one  committeeman  (plus  alternate)  elected  by  each  Department.  Past  National  Commanders  are  life  members  of 
the  NEC  without  vote.  The  NEC  appoints  the  National  Adjutant,  Treasurer,  Judge  Advocate  and  Historian.  The 
NEC  also  has  full  and  complete  control  over  the  annual  budget. 


National  Executive  Committeemen 

Alabama  Hugh  W.  Overton  Missouri  

Alaska  George  Petrovich  Montana  

Arizona  Robert  E.  Cockrill  Nebraska  

Arkansas  Lawrence  E.  Fisher  Nevada  

California  William  K.  Kreitz  New  Hampshire 

Canada  Cooper  L.  Williams  New  Jersey  

Colorado  Robert  Grauberger  New  Mexico 

Connecticut  Joseph  G.  Leonard  New  York  

Delaware  Frank  A.  Lucia  North  Carolina  . 

District  of  Columbia  John  J . Finn  North  Dakota  ... 

Florida  Arthur  M.  MacCarthy  Ohio  

France  Walter  E.  Lindquist  Oklahoma  

Georgia  W.  D.  Harrell  Oregon  

Hawaii  Wallace  C.  S.  Young  Panama,  C.  Z.  .. 

Idaho  Bob  W . Knudsen  Pennsylvania  

Illinois  Morris  “Bob”  Nooner  Philippines  

Indiana  ...Charles  S.  Boehm  Puerto  Rico  

Iowa  Robert  H.  Lounsberry  Rhode  Island 

Italy  H.  Armand  deMasi  South  Carolina 

Kansas  U.  S.  “Udie”  Grant  South  Dakota  .. 

Kentucky  Harry  A.  Greene  Tennessee  

Louisiana  M.  C.  Gehr  Texas 

Maine  Maurice  R.  Parisien  Utah 

Maryland  Robert  E.  L.  Eaton  Vermont 

Massachusetts  Gabriel  T.  Olga  Virginia  

Mexico  Harry  Wright  Washington 

Michigan  AP  arshall  AL.  Taylor  West  Virginia 

Minnesota  Eugene  V.  Lindquist  Wisconsin  

Mississippi  Ralph  M.  Godwin  Wyoming  


Frank  H.  Strong 

William  A.  Lindsay 

Jerome  N.  Henn 

Thomas  W.  Miller 

Raymond  F.  Mudge 

Edmund  G.  Lyons 

G.  Y.  Fails 

Louis  E.  Drago 

Leroy  S.  Lakey 

Patrick  T.  Milloy 

...Joseph  S.  Deutschle,  Sr. 

W.  H.  (Bill)  Redman 

W.  E.  Wilkins 

Romeo  J.  Routhier 

Daniel  A.  Drew 

Robert  O.  Phillips 

Dr.  Raul  Barreras 

John  A.  Ryer 

E.  Roy  Stone,  Jr. 

Glenn  R.  Green 

Benton  Crump 

/.  Walter  Janko 

William  E.  Christoff ersen 

Albert  B.  Grazini 

Sam  T.  A.  Crawford 

Gordon  Blechschmidt 

L.  O.  Bickel 

Frank  R.  Schneider 

C.  B.  Metz 


Past  National  Commanders 


John  R.  Quinn  

Henry  L.  Stevens,  Jr. 

Ray  Murphy  

Harry  W.  Colmery  ... 
Daniel  J.  Doherty  .... 
Stephen  F.  Chadwick 

Raymond  J.  Kelly  

Lynn  U . Stambaugh 
Warren  H.  Atherton 

Paul  H.  Griffith  

James  F.  O’Neil  

S.  Perry  Brown  

George  N . Craig  

Erie  Cocke,  Jr 


California 

..North  Carolina 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Massachusetts 

Washington 

Michigan 

North  Dakota 

California 

Pennsylvania 

.New  Hampshire 

Texas 

Indiana 

Georgia 


Donald  R.  Wilson  West  Virginia 

Seaborn  P.  Collins  New  Mexico 

J.  Addington  Wagner  Michigan 

W.  C.  Daniel  ...Virginia 

John  S.  Gleason,  Jr Illinois 

Preston  J.  Moore  Oklahoma 

Martin  B.  McKneally  New  York 

William  R.  Burke  California 

Charles  L.  Bacon  Missouri 

James  E.  Powers  Georgia 

Daniel  F.  Foley  Minnesota 

Donald  E.  Johnson  .Iowa 

L.  Eldon  James  Virginia 

John  E.  Davis North  Dakota 
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Daniel  J.  O’Connor 
Americanism 


AMERICANISM 

Daniel  J.  O’Connor  (New  York),  Chairman 
Maurice  T.  Webb  (Georgia),  Director 

As  we  make  this  50th  Anniversary  report,  The  Ameri- 
can Legion’s  Americanism  programs  continue  to  carry  for- 
ward the  activities  which  teach  love  of  country  and  alle- 
giance to  its  institutions.  Old  fashioned  patriotism  is  need- 
ed more  today  than  it  was  years  ago  and  the  Americanism 
Commission  takes  its  duties  seriously.  Programs  to  teach 
young  citizens  the  basic  philosophies  of  our  country  are  of 
paramount  importance  to  the  Americanism  Commission. 

We  sponsor  almost  4,000  Boy  Scout  Units,  3,989  Units 
to  be  exact. 

Continued  support  of  Boys’  Clubs  is  a program  of 
many  American  Legion  Posts. 

Twenty-eight  thousand  young  men  continue  to  learn 
about  government  through  attending  Boys  States  across 
the  country.  Boys  Nation  is  the  culmination  of  the  Boys 
State  program  and  the  youthful  senators  attending  Boys 
Nation  learn  about  our  governmental  operations.  This  pro- 
gram is  more  important  today  than  in  previous  years  be- 
cause with  the  dissenters  we  have,  more  young  men  need  to 
learn  about  our  government. 

Sponsorship  of  baseball  teams  is  of  paramount  impor- 
tance and  more  than  3,000  teams  were  sponsored  by  Amer- 
ican Legion  Posts  in  the  past  year.  Eight  regional  cham- 
pions competed  in  The  American  Legion  World  Series  in 
Manchester,  New  Hampshire,  August  29-September  3. 

The  Education  and  Scholarship  program  continues  to 
move  forward  and  provides  much  needed  assistance  to 
young  people  who  want  to  continue  their  education. 
“NEED  A LIFT?,”  the  scholarship  handbook,  had  a dis- 
tribution in  excess  of  100,000  copies  (17th  edition,  1967-68 
year) . 

The  Junior  G.I.  Bill  poster  and  A Guide  For  Parents 
And  Students  had  a large  distribution  and  continues  to  be 
in  demand  throughout  the  country. 

Another  outstanding  year  was  realized  in  the  National 
High  School  Oratorical  Contest.  The  National  Finals  were 


conducted  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  on  April  11,  1968,  with 
the  following  winners: 

First  Place — John  Joseph  Cangilos,  Albany,  New  York, 
$4,000.00  Scholarship 

Second  Place — Jody  A.  Hovland,  Ada,  Minnesota, 
$2,500.00  Scholarship 

Third  Place — James  Harold  Winkler,  Portland,  Ore- 
gon, $1,000.00  Scholarship 

Fourth  Place — Kenneth  Bell  Raigins,  Aberdeen,  Mis- 
sissippi, $500.00  Scholarship 

The  American  Legion  submitted  a statement  favoring 
legislation  which  would  bar  communists  from  employment 
in  defense  industries.  The  old  law  was  struck  down  by  the 
Supreme  Court  in  December,  1967. 

Americanism  encompasses  many  other  programs.  How- 
ever, in  this  limited  space  we  are  not  able  to  report  on  all 
of  them.  They  include,  but  are  not  limited  to,  American 
Education  Week,  Constitution  Day-Citizenship  Day, 
School  Medal  Award  program,  Observance  of  Patriotic 
Holidays,  Flag  Education,  Community  Service,  Marks- 
manship and  others. 


American  Legion  National  Commander  William  E. 
Galbraith  visits  Boy  Scout  headquarters  at  New  Brunswick, 
N.J.,  and  presents  a United  States  Flag  and  a Boy  Scout 
flag  to  the  Scout  Museum.  The  gift,  signifying  the  partner- 
ship between  the  Legion  and  Scouting  in  serving  the  youth 
of  the  nation,  is  accepted  by  Gen.  Bruce  C.  Clarke,  U . S.  A., 
(Ret.),  chairman,  Institutional  Relationships  Committee 
for  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 


LEGION  ORATORY  CHAMPION— John  J.  Cangi- 
los, left,  of  Albany,  N.Y.,  winner  of  The  American  Legion 
National  High  School  Oratorical  Contest  Finals  at  St.  Paul, 
is  congratulated  by  Minnesota  Gov.  Harold  LeVander.  The 
18-year-old  won  a $4,000  cash  college  scholarship. 
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COUNTER-SUBVERSIVE  ACTIVITIES  COMMITTEE  REPORT 


FREEDOM  IS  NOT  FREE 

By  National  Commander  William  E.  Galbraith 

Freedom,  as  we  know  it,  was  purchased  by  the  blood 
of  our  forefathers.  Each  new  generation  of  Americans  has 
been  called  upon  to  make  its  installment  on  that  purchase 
price.  You  have  assumed  a responsibility  for  protecting 
that  original  investment.  None  is  more  aware  than  you 
that  Freedom  Is  Not  Free. 

I challenge  you  to  teach  those  who  seemingly  do  not 
know — to  awaken  the  apathetic — to  remind  the  con- 
scientious that  Freedom  Is  Not  Free. 

Above  all,  I challenge  you  to  make  young  Americans 
aware  that  the  task  before  them — the  task  of  maintaining 
their  great  heritage  of  freedom — never  has  been,  and  never 
will  be,  free  of  pain — free  of  struggle — free  of  individual 
and  collective  effort. 


The  jour  finalists  of  the  1968  American  Legion  Nation- 
al High  School  Oratorical  Contest  view  a replica  of  the 
Liberty  Bell  during  sightseeing  trip  prior  to  competing  for 
the  championship  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.  John  Joseph  Cangilos 
(second  from  right),  of  Albany,  N.Y.,  captured  first  place 
and  a $4,000  scholarship.  Other  finalists  (left  to  right)  are: 
James  H . Winkler,  Oregon,  third  place;  Jody  A.  Hovland, 
Minnesota,  second  place,  and  Kenneth  Bell  Raigins,  Missis- 
sippi, fourth  place. 


Senators  of  the  1967  American  Legion  Boys  Nation,  the 
annual  climax  of  the  Legion’s  Boys  State  program,  gather 
for  formal  photo  during  their  stay  in  the  nation’s  capital. 


The  1967  champions  of  American  Legion  Baseball  is 
the  team  from  Farley  W.  Moody  Post  No.  34,  from  Tusca- 
loosa, Ala.  More  teams  are  certified  for  championship 
competition  this  year  than  at  any  time  in  the  past  decade. 


Dr.  J.  E.  Martie  (Nevada),  Chairman 

FIRING  LINE,  a monthly  publication  of  the  National  Americanism  Commis- 
sion concerning  subversive  activities  in  the  United  States,  continues  to  be  in  de- 
mand across  this  nation.  Each  year,  since  1963,  substantial  gains  have  been  made 
both  financially  and  in  subscriptions.  During  the  current  year,  we  hope  to  double 
the  income  of  the  highest  year  prior  to  1963.  Again  this  year,  we  provided  sample 
FIRING  LINE  copies  for  insertion  in  the  packets  of  Legion  Department  Conven- 
tions and  the  number  of  copies  requested  increased  50%  from  the  previous  year. 
These  sample  FIRING  LINE  copies  are  also  included  in  the  packets  for  the 
National  Convention.  Since  this  is  a political  year,  we  have  covered  the  aspira- 
tions of  the  Communist  Party,  USA  and  the  new  Peace  and  Freedom  Party — 
both  of  which  will  have  candidates  on  the  ballots  in  November.  Coverage  of 
campus  unrest  and  of  those  organizations  responsible  for  the  riots  has  been  given 
priority  over  all  other  subject  matter. 
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CHILD  WELFARE 

Earl  D.  Franklin,  Jr.  (Colorado),  Chairman 
Randel  Shake  (Indiana),  Director 

Children — Our  Force  for  the  Future 

Change  that  is  significant  is  often  an  elusive  thing  for  it 
comes  about  so  slowly  that  many  of  us  do  not  realize  it  has 
taken  place.  The  Child  Welfare  program  of  The  American 
Legion  is  no  exception  to  this  observation.  Unfortunately, 
it  is  not  possible  to  push  a button  and  see  all  the  past — an- 
other button  to  see  the  present  in  proper  prospective — and 
still  a third  to  examine  what  effect  the  experiences  of  the 
past  and  theories  of  the  present  will  produce  for  the  future. 
Although  the  task  is  difficult,  it  is  imperative  that  we  ex- 
amine the  past,  live  the  present  and  plan  for  the  future  of 
children  and  youth  for  in  our  children  lies  our  force  for  the 
future. 

Prior  to  WW  II  the  primary  emphasis  of  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  Child  Welfare  program  was  on  children  who 
were  economically  dependent.  It  could  be  characterized  as 
the  period  of  individual  case  by  case  approach  to  the  prob- 
lems of  children  and  brought  recognition  that  communities 
had  responsibility  for  children  when  families  were  unable 
to  give  proper  care  and  protection.  In  those  days  there 
were  about  10  million  children  of  veterans. 

Beginning  in  1946,  both  program  emphasis  and  proce- 
dure were  changed.  We  recognized  that  economic  depend- 
ence was  only  one  of  the  important  problems  of  children 
that  needed  attention.  While  we  have  maintained  an  active 
interest  in  the  economically  dependent,  we  now  have  pro- 
grams in  the  fields  of  mental  retardation,  mental  illness, 
delinquency,  recreation,  youth  employment  and  many  oth- 
ers. Because  about  40  million  of  the  nation’s  70  odd  million 
children  are  of  veteran  parentage,  major  effort  has  been 
placed  on  legislation — efforts  to  provide  federal  incentive 
legislation  to  the  states  but  with  primary  attempts  directed 
at  state  legislation  to  provide  needed  services. 

One  of  America’s  most  eminent  creators  of  advertising 
in  a speech  to  the  advertising  session  of  the  National  Asso- 
ciation of  Manufacturers  said,  “Prediction  of  the  future  is 


uncertain;  but  addiction  to  the  past  is  deadly.”  As  The 
American  Legion  prepares  for  its  second  fifty  years  of  serv- 
ice this  statement  seems  quite  timely  as  more  changes  in 
the  program  we  now  call  Child  Welfare  are  indicated. 

The  name  “Child  Welfare”  itself  may  need  to  be  al- 
tered to  stay  abreast  of  the  attitudes  of  the  nation  and 
changes  in  word  connotations  that  all  civilized  societies  ex- 
perience. Prevention  of  social  and  physical  ills  must  tran- 
scend our  other  efforts  even  as  we  continue  to  give  treat- 
ment and  service  to  those  who  have  already  been  damaged 
physically  or  socially.  Realization  of  another  “population 
explosion”  is  mandatory  for  by  the  late  1970s  we  will  need 
to  provide  for  about  25  million  children  under  the  age  of 
five.  Recognition  that  some  75  to  80  per  cent  of  these  chil- 
dren will  live  in  urban  places  is  necessary  now  so  that 
proper  planning  may  be  done  to  meet  the  new  and  com- 
plex problems  of  metropolitan  life.  We  must  accept  as  an 
organization  that  the  major  planning  for  children  and 
young  people  is  done  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  (regardless  of 
the  political  party  in  office)  and  that  The  American  Le- 
gion’s program  for  children  needs  far  more  representation 
in  this  planning  than  is  possible  under  our  present  struc- 
ture. 

These  are  but  samples  of  the  trends  of  which  we  must 
be  aware  in  the  years  ahead. 

The  National  Child  Welfare  Commission  has  placed 
emphasis  on  new  child  welfare  problems  during  the  transi- 
tion period  which  we  are  now  going  through.  Among  new 
problems  introduced  for  emphasis  in  1968  were  family  life 
education,  outdoor  recreation  and  child  safety.  These, 
along  with  juvenile  delinquency  and  emotionally  disturbed 
children,  were  given  special  attention  during  this  past  year. 
Likewise  for  1969,  objectives  of  the  National  Child  Wel- 
fare Commission  will  introduce  preschool  vision  testing, 


HELPING  CHILDREN— First  copy  of  “Child  Pro- 
tective Services — 1967,”  a survey  made  with  the  aid  of  a 
$13,800  grant  from  The  American  Legion  Child  Welfare 
Foundation,  Inc.,  is  presented  to  Earl  D.  Franklin,  Jr. 
(right)  of  Sterling,  Colo.,  by  Rutherford  T.  Phillips  of 
Denver,  Colo.,  American  Humane  Society  executive  direc- 
tor. 
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education  of  the  multiply-handicapped  child  and  respect 
for  authority.  Other  objectives  which  will  be  continued  or 
reinstated  are  juvenile  delinquency,  family  life  education 
and  dangerous  drugs. 

During  the  past  year  The  American  Legion  and  its  af- 
filiated organizations  have  spent  nearly  $10  million  dollars 
on  children  and  youth  when  final  tabulations  are  complete. 
When  added  to  past  expenditures  it  will  bring  to  nearly  a 
quarter  billion  dollars  the  amount  spent  to  aid  and  assist 
children  and  young  people  through  the  Child  Welfare  pro- 
gram alone.  This  is  concrete  evidence  that  The  American 
Legion  believes  children  are  important.  It  is  proof  The 
American  Legion  believes  in  the  future  of  our  nation.  It  is 
a tangible  indication  The  American  Legion  accepts  today’s 
children  as  a major  force  for  the  future — the  future  of  all 
mankind. 


Legionnaire  W.  E.  Leppien,  dressed  as  Uncle  Sam,  vis- 
its hospitalized  children  during  a recent  American  Legion 
National  Convention. 


Child  Welfare  Foundation,  Inc. 

George  Ehinger  (Delaware),  President 
Randel  Shake  (Indiana),  Executive  Secretary 

One  of  the  very  important  and  effective,  but  lesser 
known,  parts  of  The  American  Legion’s  Child  Welfare 
program  is  the  American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Founda- 
tion, Inc.  Established  in  1954,  the  Foundation  has  quietly 
gone  about  its  business  of  receiving  contributions  and  mak- 
ing grants  to  achieve  the  purposes  set  out  by  its  Articles  of 
Incorporation.  Those  purposes  are:  (1)  to  add  to  the  sum 
total  of  man’s  knowledge  about  children  and  youth 
through  research;  and,  (2)  to  make  the  knowledge  society 


already  possesses  more  effective  through  wider  distribu- 
tion. 

Starting  fourteen  years  ago  with  zero  dollars  in  its 
treasury,  the  Foundation  has  received  well  over  $400,000 
in  contributions  made  primarily  by  members  of  The  Amer- 
ican Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  The 
Foundation  is  dedicated  to  the  principle  of  preventing  as 
many  as  possible  of  the  physical  and  social  ills  that  affect 
so  many  of  our  nation’s  children. 

Being  a small  Foundation,  it  is  also  dedicated  to  the 
principle  of  making  grants  of  a “seedling”  nature.  In  its 
short  history  the  Foundation  has  learned  that  a small 
Foundation  can  be  of  tremendous  importance  to  the  chil- 
dren of  the  nation  by  making  even  small  grants  for  the 
right  purpose  at  the  right  time.  The  American  Legion 
Child  Welfare  Foundation’s  “small  starts”  have,  time  after 
time,  attracted  large  sums  of  money  from  other  sources  to 
carry  on  to  effectiveness  those  things  our  Foundation  start- 
ed. 

At  its  meeting  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  on  March  6,  1968, 
the  Foundation  authorized  grants  of  $40,275.00  for  five 
projects.  Grants  made  this  year  were:  (1)  Joint  Commis- 
sion on  Correctional  Manpower  and  Training,  Inc.,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  $10,000,  to  finance  the  third  and  final  year 
of  a three-year  pledge  of  support  for  a study  to  implement 
the  Correctional  Rehabilitation  Act  of  1965;  (2)  National 
Cystic  Fibrosis  Research  Foundation,  New  York  City, 
$8,500,  for  a second  year  grant  for  a Basic  Science  Fellow- 
ship for  research  on  cystic  fibrosis;  (3)  Children’s  Division, 
American  Humane  Association,  Denver,  Colorado, 
$11,800,  for  regional  workshops  to  teach  staff  training  spe- 
cialists the  philosophy,  dynamics  and  practices  of  child 
protective  services;  (4)  Department  of  Health,  Welfare 
and  Rehabilitation,  State  of  Nevada,  $5,975,  for  a pilot 
institute  on  how  to  find  and  study  homes  for  hard  to  place 
children  and  to  make  the  placements  successful,  perma- 
nent planning  for  children  who  cannot  be  adopted,  and 
identification  of  children  who  might  otherwise  be  left  in 
“limbo,”  and,  (5)  National  Association  for  Practical  Nurse 
Education  and  Service,  New  York  City,  $4,000,  to  provide 
scholarships  for  practical  nurses  who  wish  to  •become  more 
proficient  and  specialize  in  pediatric  nursing.  The  Founda- 
tion also  approved  the  mail  ballot  of  October  1967  when  a 
grant  of  -$3,000  was  made  to  the  Children’s  Division, 
American  Humane  Association,  Denver,  Colorado,  to  dis- 
tribute a 316-page  report  disseminating  information  gath- 
ered in  a survey  made  by  the  Children’s  Division  to  850 
selected  organizations  and  government  agencies  involved 
in  child  welfare  work,  and  150  key  Legion  Child  Welfare 
workers. 

Including  the  above  mentioned  authorizations,  the 
Foundation  has  now  made  grants  totaling  $316,208. 

As  a tax-exempt  Foundation,  gifts  of  stock,  land,  mon- 
ey and  memorial  contributions  have  supported  the  Foun- 
dation’s efforts.  By  use  of  the  Memorial  Fund  within  the 
Foundation  it  is  possible  to  remember  a friend  or  fellow 
member  and  at  the  same  time  put  your  gift  to  positive  use 
in  helping  children. 
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INTERNAL  AFFAIRS 

Donald  J.  Smith  (Michigan),  Chairman 
C.  W.  (Pat)  Geile  (Indiana),  Director 

It  is  the  function  of  the  National  Internal  Affairs  Com- 
mission, as  set  forth  by  the  National  Executive  Committee: 
“To  supervise  and  coordinate  national  committee  activity 
conducted  for  organizational  purposes,  including,  but  not 
limited  to,  such  activities  as  do  not  properly  come  within 
the  scope  of  any  of  the  other  national  commissions;  fur- 
ther, to  supervise  and  coordinate  the  necessary  administra- 
tive operations  of  the  National  Organization.” 

The  Internal  Affairs  Commission  is  also  charged  with 
“supervising  and  coordinating”  four  attached  standing  na- 
tional committees:  Constitution  and  By-Laws;  Member- 
ship and  Post  Activities;  Resolutions  Assignment;  Tro- 
phies, Awards  and  Ceremonials. 

A separate  report  of  the  Membership  and  Post  Activi- 
ties Committee  appears  in  this  publication,  but  it  is  worthy 
of  note  that,  under  the  revitalized  and  highly  effective  pro- 
gram initiated  by  this  committee  and  its  staff  in  1961,  The 
American  Legion  is  enjoying  its  fourth  consecutive  year  of 
membership  gain  as  well  as  its  fifth  year  of  gain  in  the  past 
seven.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  coming 
year  of  1969  will  also  record  a growing  membership. 

A very  condensed  summary  of  some  of  the  major  activ- 
ities of  the  Internal  Affairs  Commission  and  its  attached 
committees  during  the  twelve-month  period  ending  June 
30,  1968,  will  give  some  indication  of  the  scope  and  com- 
plexity of  the  subjects  that  are  brought  before  it. 

1.  Purposes  of  Commissions  and  Committees:  A review 
of  the  Statements  of  Purpose  of  all  standing  commissions 
and  committees,  begun  in  1967,  has  been  partially  complet- 
ed and  recommendations  for  a number  of  changes  submit- 
ted to  the  NEC’s  Sub-Committee  on  Reorganization. 

2.  Insurance:  With  the  assistance  of  an  excellent  spe- 
c i a 1 committee  headed  by  Past  National  Commander 
Charles  L.  Bacon,  an  intensive  study  was  made  of  the  possi- 
bility of  instituting  a hospital  indemnity  insurance  plan  for 
members  of  The  American  Legion.  After  all  facts  were  con- 


sidered, it  was  determined  that  “The  need  does  not  exist 
for  such  a national  plan  to  the  extent  that  it  would  justify 
the  National  Organization’s  embarking  upon  a new  ven- 
ture in  the  field  of  this  type  of  insurance.” 

3.  Awards:  A number  of  timely  changes  were  made  in 
the  National  Organization’s  program  of  trophies  and 
awards  to  bring  them  up  to  date  with  current  needs  and 
practices. 

4.  Museum:  Upon  the  recommendation  of  this  com- 
mission, the  fine  museum  maintained  at  National  Head- 
quarters in  Indianapolis  has  been  named  the  Emil  A. 
Blackmore  Museum,  in  memory  of  deceased  former  Na- 
tional Adjutant  E.  A.  Blackmore. 

5.  Eligibility:  When  veterans  of  the  Vietnam  Era  be- 
came eligible  for  American  Legion  membership,  many  new 
questions  of  eligibility  arose,  and  a new,  complete,  simpli- 
fied eligibility  guide  was  developed  for  distribution  to  De- 
partments. It  is  now  a part  of  the  “Post  Commander  s 
Guide.” 

6.  Area  Conferences:  The  possibility  of  combining 
Area  Rehabilitation,  Child  Welfare  and  Economic  Confer- 
ences was  investigated  during  the  year.  It  was  found  that 
the  vast  majority  of  Legionnaires  who  attend  these  confer- 
ences favor  separate  meetings,  and,  for  the  time  being,  no 
change  is  being  recommended. 

7.  50th  Anniversary:  The  commission  has  kept  in  close 
touch  with  the  work  of  the  Special  50th  Anniversary  Com- 
mittee, which  was  created  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Internal  Affairs  Commission.  Many  publications  have  been 
revised  to  include  50th  Anniversary  messages,  and  the 
monthly  ADVANCE  has  now  become  the  major  channel 
of  communication  with  Posts  on  anniversary  planning. 

8.  Structure:  The  commission  is  now  sharing  its  Direc- 
tor with  the  Subcommittee  on  Reorganization  of  the  Na- 
tional Executive  Committee.  A continuing  review  of  the 
structure  of  the  National  Organization  is  being  made 
through  both  bodies.  During  the  past  year,  as  a result  of 
this  study,  the  Pilgrimage  Committee  was  eliminated,  since 
its  purpose  had  been  achieved.  In  addition,  the  Graves 
Registration  and  Memorial  Committee  was  renamed  the 
National  Cemetery  Committee  and  transferred  from  the 
supervision  of  the  Internal  Affairs  Commission  to  the  Reha- 
bilitation Commission,  where,  it  was  felt,  its  current  pro- 
gram more  properly  belonged. 

This  brief  report  can  only  touch  on  some  of  the  sub- 
jects that  came  before  the  commission  at  the  three  meet- 
ings held  between  July  1,  1967,  and  June  30,  1968,  and  the 
many  other  matters  that  were  routinely  handled  by  the 
staff  of  the  Internal  Affairs  Division  at  National  Head- 
quarters. Suffice  it  to  add  that  The  American  Legion  is 
today  in  a crucial  period  of  transition.  Membership,  the 
internal  structure,  the  public  image,  future  goals  now 
being  studied  by  the  special  Task  Force  for  the  Future, 
and  many  other  matters,  all  must  be  reflected  in  the  work 
of  this  commission. 
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Membership  and  Post  Activities 

William  F.  Gormley  (Pennsylvania),  Chairman 
J.  Lloyd  Wignall  (Utah),  Director 

MEMBERSHIP  STRENGTH 


Total  official  membership,  1966  2,553,782 

Total  official  membership,  1967  2,585,202 

1967  membership,  as  of  July  1,  1967  2,537,821 

1968  membership,  as  of  July  1,  1968 2,576,613 


T he  American  Legion  is  now  assured  a fourth  straight 
year  of  membership  gain.  Membership  for  1968  will  sur- 
pass 2,600,000  for  the  first  time  since  1963.  The  1968  “Can 
Do  ' membership  theme  was  developed  in  a very  positive 
manner.  The  response  of  Legionnaires  all  over  the  United 
States  to  the  challenge  made  for  a very  successful  mem- 
bership year. 

Another  factor  that  contributed  considerably  to  this 
gain  was  the  outstanding  work  being  done  by  many  De- 
partments and  a large  number  of  our  Posts  with  today’s 
servicemen  and  new  veterans. 

Prospects  are  excellent  for  a fifth  straight  year  of  mem- 
bership gain  in  1969.  The  50th  Anniversary  of  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  is  one  of  those  “naturals”  that  lend  themselves 
well  to  the  promotion  of  a very  active  and  outstanding 
campaign.  The  Membership  and  Post  Activities  Commit- 
tee is  utilizing  this  observance  to  the  fullest.  Nearly  all  pro- 
motional material  to  be  used  during  the  coming  year  will 
follow  the  50th  Anniversary  theme.  The  1969  membership 
card,  in  particular,  has  been  prepared  to  give  emphasis  to 
the  50th  Anniversary  Year. 

The  membership  slogan  for  1969,  " The  Golden  Year 
— Forging  The  Future,”  is  being  well  received  by  Legion- 
naires. This  slogan  ties  together  the  50th  Anniversary  and 
the  immediate  task  that  lies  ahead. 

While  planning  progressed  for  utilization  of  the  50th 
Anniversary,  the  Membership  and  Post  Activities  Commit- 
tee and  staff  suddenly  realized  that  the  future  of  The 
American  Legion  is  right  now.  What  The  American  Le- 
gion does  today  and  during  the  immediate  tomorrows  will 
determine  our  future  as  much  as,  or  more  than,  any  long 
range  planning.  If  we  forget  today,  we  will  have  been  by- 
passed by  an  entire  generation  of  new  eligibles.  The  bulk  of 
the  growth  of  The  American  Legion  for  the  foreseeable 
future  must  be  achieved  as  new  Viet-Time  veterans  be- 
come eligible.  The  American  Legion’s  job  for  today,  and 
tomorrow,  is  to  see  that  what  it  is  doing  has  meaning  for 
the  men  returning  from  service. 

The  Veterans  Administration  has  made  a precedent- 
setting offer  to  furnish  The  American  Legion  and  other 
veterans’  organizations,  on  a monthly  basis,  the  names  and 
addresses  of  service  personnel  now  being  released  from  ac- 
tive duty.  As  the  convention  program  goes  to  press,  these 
names  will  be  reaching  individual  Posts,  Districts  and  Le- 
gionnaires across  the  country.  National  leaders  are  confi- 
dent that  individual  Legionnaires  everywhere  will  respond 
to  the  challenge  offered  by  the  availability  of  these  lists. 


Every  newly  discharged  veteran  must  receive  a person- 
al visit  from  one  or  two  Legionnaires  who  can  offer  him 
the  full  service  of  The  American  Legion  in  his  return  to 
civilian  life.  This  is  one  of  those  rare  opportunities  present- 
ed to  The  American  Legion  to  do  the  very  thing  for  which 
it  was  organized — to  be  of  service  to  veterans. 

The  Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee  is  con- 
fident that  the  annual  National  Membership  Workshops 
have  contributed  materially  to  the  membership  gains 
which  have  been  achieved  each  year  that  a workshop  has 
been  held. 

The  1969  workshop  was  scheduled  for  August  8-9, 
1968,  at  National  Headquarters  in  Indianapolis.  For  the 
first  time,  there  was  a possibility  that  attendance  would 
outgrow  the  National  Executive  Committee  Room  and 
that  this  workshop  would  have  to  be  held  in  other  facili- 
ties. 

The  Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee  is 
proud  of  the  acceptance  that  has  been  given  this  annual 
workshop.  The  program  that  was  planned  was  intended  to 
move  forward  from  the  success  of  the  past  into  an  even 
brighter  future. 

A subcommittee  of  the  Membership  and  Post  Activities 
Committee,  which  is  responsible  for  the  Sons  of  The  Amer- 
ican Legion,  has  also  been  functioning.  Increased  activity 
is  expected  during  the  1968  National  Convention  when 
there  will  be  a much  more  advanced  Sons  of  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  Workshop,  with  greater  participation  from  De- 
tachments. The  monthly  publication  “SALutations”  is  now 
being  distributed  to  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  Advi- 
sors, Detachment  Commanders,  Department  Adjutants, 
Department  Commanders  and  others  who  request  to  be 
added  to  this  mailing  list.  This  publication  is  being  ex- 
tremely well  received  and  has  provided  an  excellent  means 
of  communication. 


Vietnam  members  of  The  American  Legion  within  the 
Fifth  District  Council  (Illinois)  were  honored  by  all  mem- 
bers of  the  District  at  the  annual  initiation. 
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The  Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee  is  con- 
fident that  The  American  Legion  will  remain  a valuable 
and  effective  force  for  the  future  welfare  and  security  of 
our  country.  This  will  require  an  involvement  in  affairs  of 
our  country  and  our  communities  greater  than  has  ever 
existed  before.  This  is  part  of  “Forging  The  Future.” 

Posts  Chartered 
6/1/67  to  6/1/68 


Number  of  Posts  6/1/67  16,271 

Canceled  6/1/67  to  6/1/68  119 

Chartered  same  period  98 

Number  of  Posts  6/1/68  16,249 


50  YEARS 


50  Years  a Legionnaire:  George  Flint  (left),  of  Hemp- 
stead, N.Y.,  proudly  shows  all  50  of  his  American  Legion 
membership  cards  from  1919  to  1969  to  Hempstead  s May- 
or Dalton  Miller. 


Legion  Membership  Boost— The  American  Legion’s 
1968  membership  campaign  was  boosted  beyond  the  magic 
1 -million  mark  with  a big  assist  from  the  Legion  Depart- 
ment of  Wisconsin,  when  it  sent  30,150  membership  cards 
by  special  courier  to  Legion  National  Headquarters,  Indi- 
anapolis, Ind.  From  left,  Milwaukee  Legionnaires  John  G. 
Enrique  and  Jerry  Mehringer  and  Legion  N ational  Mem- 
bership Director  J.  Lloyd  Wignall  watch  as  Mrs.  Flossie 
Davis  processes  the  cards  on  an  accounting  machine. 


ADMINISTRATIVE  SERVICES 

James  S.  Whitfield  (Missouri),  Executive  Director 

The  Administrative  Services  Division  was  established 
in  the  National  Headquarters  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on 
August  1,  1966,  at  the  time  of  the  reorganization  of  the 
Internal  Affairs  Division.  Prior  to  that  date,  the  functions 
now  assigned  to  the  Administrative  Services  Division  had 
been  a part  of  the  Internal  Affairs  Division.  These  func- 
tions include:  Purchasing,  shipping  and  supplies;  mail  and 
cashier;  library  and  Emil  A.  Blackmore  Museum;  steno- 
graphic pool;  personnel  records  and  recruitment;  cafeteria, 
and  building  maintenance. 

The  following  statistical  tables  are  indicative  of  the  vol- 
ume of  work  routinely  performed  by  this  Division: 


Mail 

6/1/67  to  6/1/68 

Incoming  Letters  

Incoming  Parcels  

Outgoing  Letters  

Outgoing  Parcels  


598,506 

2,892 

280,131 

53,403 


Duplicating 

6/1/67  to  6/1/68 


Pages  mimeographed  856,059 

Pages  multigraphed  and  multilithed  3,435,241 

Envelopes  and  labels  addressed  297,494 

Letters  transcribed  15,112 

Addressograph  plates  cut  6,500 

Outgoing  telegrams  947 

Xerox  copies  775,030 


Supplies 

6/1/67  to  6/1/68 

Paper  Cut  and  Processed 
837  reams  or  13,492  lbs.  (6%  tons) 

Freight  and  Express 
6/1/67  to  6/1/68 


In  558  Cartons  ( 12,243  lbs.) 

Out  2,955  Cartons  (113,105  lbs.) 


Library  & Emil  A.  Blackmore  Museum 


6/1/67  to  6/1/68 

Material  added  to  Library  100,469 

Informational  requests  answered  by  staff 8,145 

Items  added  to  Emil  A.  Blackmore  Museum 80 
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Clarence  S.  Campbell 
Economic 


ECONOMIC  COMMISSION 

Clarence  S.  Campbell  (Vermont),  Chairman 
Austin  E.  Kerby  (Vermont),  Director 

The  National  Economic  Commission  is  given  the  re- 
sponsibility to  plan,  supervise  and  coordinate  The  Ameri- 
can Legion’s  economic  program  in  the  field  of  housing  and 
employment — both  in  private  industry  and  the  Federal 
Government. 

During  four  wars  and/or  conflicts  in  which  our  nation 
has  been  involved  since  inception  of  The  American  Legion, 
our  economic  program  has  changed  shape  and  emphasis. 
However,  our  traditional  objective  of  assisting  those  veter- 
ans who  have  suffered  an  “economic”  disability  by  reason 
of  military  service  remains  unchanged. 

Focused  upon  the  “economic”  outlook,  the  49th  Na- 
tional Convention,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  adopted  17  res- 
olutions pertaining  to  economic  matters;  these  in  addition 
to  20  mandates  of  the  48th  National  Convention  and  17 
resolutions  adopted  at  interim  National  Executive  Com- 
mittee meetings  formulate  the  present  policies  and  legisla- 
tive program  of  the  Economic  Commission. 

This  year  the  Veterans  Preference  Act  has  remained 
status  quo  without  an  uphill  climb.  Apparently  the  current 
war  in  Vietnam  has  discouraged  anti-veteran  groups  from 
forcefully  seeking  the  elimination  or  weakening  of  veterans 
preference.  In  view  of  The  American  Legion’s  long  stand- 
ing policy  favoring  equal  benefits  for  all  war  veterans,  we 
support  by  virtue  of  a National  Executive  Committee 
mandate,  preference  in  Federal  employment  for  certain 
wives,  widows  and  mothers  of  disabled  or  deceased  Viet- 
nam era  veterans. 

In  compliance  with  current  mandates,  we  have  sup- 
ported the  Department  of  Labor’s  1969  budget  request  for 
the  Veterans  Employment  Service,  Employment  of  the 
Older  Worker  and  the  Office  of  Veterans  Reemployment 
Rights.  In  testifying  before  the  House  Appropriations  Sub- 
committee, we  expressed  grave  concern  over  the  apparent 
lack  of  adequate  staffing  in  State  Employment  Service  lo- 
cal offices  and  noted  that  the  veteran  with  employment 
needs  is  in  danger  of  becoming  “the  lost  man”  because  of  a 


denial  of  service  to  veterans.  We  also  expressed  concern 
over  the  proposed  “realignment”  of  the  Labor  Department 
which  could  result  in  downgrading  of  the  capabilities  of 
both  the  Veterans  Employment  Service  and  the  State  Em- 
ployment Services.  We  were,  however,  assured  by  the 
House  Appropriations  Subcommittee  that  it  likewise  had 
been  concerned  and  had  been  assured  by  the  Secretary  of 
Labor  that  the  “realignment”  of  functions  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  will  in  no  way  delete  or  diminish  the  effec- 
tiveness of  the  veterans  program.  The  House  Committee 
assured  us  that  a close  watch  would  be  maintained. 

The  Employment  Committee,  through  the  combined 
efforts  of  American  Legion  Departments  and  the  United 
States  Employment  Service  facilities,  continues  to  support 
t h e employment  programs  sponsored  and  carried  on 
through  the  National  Economic  Commission.  “National 
Employ  the  Handicapped  Week”  was  observed  October 
1-7,  1967,  in  cooperation  with  The  President’s  Committee 
on  Employment  of  the  Handicapped,  and  “Employ  the 
Older  Worker  Week”  was  observed  May  5-11,  1968.  The 
citation  award  programs  are  designed  to  encourage  em- 
ployers to  hire  and  retain  the  handicapped  and  older 
worker.  A majority  of  The  American  Legion  Departments 
participate  in  both  programs  by  presenting  awards  to  em- 
ployers whose  employment  policies  in  these  areas  are  out- 
standing. 

On  April  2,  1968,  the  Chairman,  Senate  Committee  on 
Aging,  when  introducing  Senate  Joint  Resolution  158  to 
designate  the  first  full  week  in  May  each  year  as  “National 
Employ  the  Older  Worker  Week,”  commended  The  Amer- 
ican Legion  for  its  leadership  in  the  field  of  assisting  older 
workers.  Our  Older  Worker  Program  was  created  by  Na- 
tional Executive  Committee  action  in  the  Fall  of  1958. 


LEGION  TAKES  NEW  LOOK  AT  G.I.  INTEREST 
RATES  AND  HOME  LOANS.  Shown  above  are  repre- 
sentatives from  The  American  Legion  at  the  hearings  be- 
fore the  Subcommittee  on  Housing,  House  Committee  on 
Veterans  Affairs.  Left  to  right:  Austin  E.  Kerby,  Director, 
National  Economic  Commission;  Harry  V.  Klein,  Jr., 
Chairman  of  the  National  Housing  Committee ; Joseph 
Holzka,  Vice  Chairman,  National  Economic  Commission, 
the  principal  Legion  witness,  and  John  S.  Mears,  Assistant 
Director,  National  Legislative  Division. 
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By  action  of  the  May  1-2,  1968  NEC  meeting,  The 
American  Legion  supports  a proposed  second  White  House 
Conference  on  Aging  for  1970. 

In  the  field  of  veterans  housing  we  have  been  deeply 
concerned  over  the  plight  of  war  veterans  desiring,  but  un- 
able to  purchase  homes  because  of  the  scarcity  of  mortgage 
money.  We  supported  legislation  to  improve  the  situation 
resulting  in  Public  Law  90-301  which,  among  other  things, 
raised  the  VA  guarantee  of  GI  home  loans  from  $7,500  to 
$12,500  and  temporarily  lifted  the  6%  interest  limit  on  VA 
and  FHA  housing  loans  until  October  1,  1969.  We  believe 
this  legislation,  which  creates  a commission  to  study  the 
future  prospects  of  interest  rates,  will  materially  assist  in 
alleviating  the  tight  money  situation. 

In  the  past  year  there  has  been  a significant  increase  in 
waiver  of  GI  loan  indebtedness  appeals  before  the  Board  of 
Veterans  Appeals. 

The  Economic  Commission’s  interest  in  the  economic 
welfare  of  the  individual  veteran  and  his  dependents  is  re- 
flected by  the  staff  workload.  During  the  past  year  we  re- 
ceived some  4,500  pieces  of  mail  relative  to  individual 
claims  and  appeals. 

While  all  functions  relative  to  the  economic  welfare  of 
veterans  are  important,  we  feel  the  staff’s  direct  service  to 
the  individual  veteran  and  his  dependents  is  the  prime 
function  of  the  Economic  Commission. 


Major  speakers  at  a busy  session  of  the  National  Eco- 
nomic Commission  during  the  1968  Washington  Confer- 
ence included:  (left  to  right),  W.  T.  Tommy  Vaughn, 
Manager , Mail  O peration  Services,  Memphis  Regional  Of- 
fice, Post  Office  Department ; Clarence  S.  “Larry” 
Campbell,  Chairman,  National  Economic  Commission ; L. 
J.  Andolsek,  Vice-Chairman,  U.  S.  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sion; Robert  E.  Hampton,  Commissioner,  U.  S.  Civil  Serv- 
ice Commission;  and  Joseph  Aronson,  Veterans  Affairs 
Specialist,  Bureau  of  Recruiting  & Examining,  Civil  Serv- 
ice Commission. 


C.  D.  DeLoach 
Public  Relations 


PUBLIC  RELATIONS  COMMISSION 

C.  D.  “Deke”  DeLoach  (District  of  Columbia),  Chairman 

James  C.  Watkins  (District  of  Columbia),  Director 

With  newly-elected  National  Commander  William  E. 
Galbraith’s  acceptance  speech  from  the  platform  of  the 
Boston  National  Convention,  the  1967-68  Public  Relations 
program  of  The  American  Legion  was  off  to  a flying  start. 

Not  only  did  Commander  Galbraith  make  known  to  the 
nation  his  theme  for  his  term  of  office,  “Freedom  Is  Not 
Free,”  but  the  speech  itself  was  reproduced  in  Vital 
Speeches  of  the  Day,  a publication  which  describes  the 
speeches  which  it  prints  as  representing  “the  best  thought 
of  the  best  minds  on  current  national  questions.” 

The  theme  itself  has  caught  extremely  well  across  the 
country,  and  the  news  stories,  columns  and  editorial  com- 
ment which  the  theme  has  inspired  are  being  assembled  in 
a separate  scrapbook  for  submission  to  Freedom’s  Founda- 
tion for  consideration  in  their  award  judging. 

All  of  us  associated  with  American  Legion  public  rela- 
tions were  shocked  and  saddened  by  the  tragic  death  of 
Richard  Amberg,  Publisher  of  the  St.  Louis  Globe-Demo- 
crat, and  winner  of  our  1967  Fourth  Estate  Award  as  he 
was  enroute  back  to  St.  Louis  after  accepting  the  award  at 
the  Boston  Convention. 

Immediately  after  the  Boston  Convention  and  during 
his  first  formal  news  conference  at  National  Headquarters, 
Commander  Galbraith  announced  plans  for  the  flag  color- 
ing program,  Color  It  Proud,  to  be  conducted  as  a coopera- 
tive effort  between  The  American  Legion  and  local  schools, 
with  the  warm  support  of  the  president  of  the  National 
Education  Association. 

Three  million  coloring  sheets  with  an  outline  of  the  flag 
for  coloring  by  youngsters  from  the  first  through  the  fourth 
grades  were  distributed  to  departments  by  National  Head- 
quarters. Many  departments,  using  the  basic  design,  pro- 
duced their  own  coloring  sheets  in  quantity  to  serve  the 
needs  of  participating  local  Posts. 

We  have  no  way  of  knowing  how  many  of  the  sheets 
actually  were  put  to  use  since  this  method  of  reproduction 
was  used  but,  the  launching  of  the  project  was  given  excel  - 
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National  Commander  Galbraith  takes  the  opportunity 
to  communicate  with  American  Legionnaires  and  all  of  the 
people  of  his  home  state  of  Nebraska  through  a recorded 
Congressional  radio  program  with  Nebraska  Congressman 
Robert  I . Denney.  Several  such  programs  were  prepared 
during  the  year  with  the  Commander  participating  along 
with  Nebraska  Senators  and  Representatives. 


lent  news  coverage  and  photography  was  serviced  by  at 
least  one  of  the  national  wire  services  (United  Press  In- 
ternational). Also,  many  clippings  and  post  publications 
coming  through  our  offices  told  of  local  coloring  contests 
being  carried  out  as  originally  suggested,  and  with  excel- 
lent results  where  there  was  a good  local  follow  through. 

The  Washington  Conference  again  was  highly  produc- 
tive of  good  national  publicity  and  public  relations  for  The 
American  Legion,  with  the  presentation  of  the  National 
Commander’s  Award  for  Distinguished  Public  Service  to 
House  Speaker  John  W.  McCormack  commanding  good 
news  coverage  across  the  country,  as  did  the  Public  Rela- 
tions Award  to  Jack  Valenti,  president  of  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Association,  and  other  news  developments. 

The  biggest  single  news  break  for  The  American  Legion 
for  the  entire  year,  however,  came  just  prior  to  the  Wash- 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  STORY:—].  Howard 
Wood  (center),  Chicago  Tribune  Publisher  and  President 
of  the  American  N ewspaper  Publishers  Association,  receives 
a copy  of  “The  American  Legion  Story,”  recently  published 
Legion  history,  from  William  F.  Hauck,  National  Adjutant 
of  The  American  Legion,  (right)  as  C.  D.  “Deke”  De- 
Loach,  American  Legion  Public  Relations  Chairman,  looks 


on. 


ington  Conference  with  the  launching  at  Chester,  Pennsyl- 
vania, of  the  S.S.  American  Legion,  a sleek  new  cargoliner 
built  for  the  United  States  Lines  by  Sun  Shipbuilding  and 
Drydock  Corporation. 

Sponsored  by  Mrs.  Gwen  Galbraith,  wife  of  the  Nation- 
al Commander,  assisted  by  their  daughter,  Claudia,  serving 
as  Maid  of  Honor,  the  launch  was  described  by  seasoned 
observers  as  “perfect.”  The  event,  including  a speech  by 
the  National  Commander  at  a reception  following  the 
launching,  received  excellent  news  coverage  from  all  media. 

A plaque  for  mounting  on  the  new  ship,  bearing  the 
50th  Anniversary  medallion  of  The  American  Legion  and 
appropriate  inscription  was  presented  to  the  United  States 
Lines  by  the  National  Commander. 

As  we  move  closer  to  the  50th  Anniversary  observance 
of  The  American  Legion,  members  of  the  staff  are  devoting 
more  and  more  time  to  review,  editing,  and  in  some  in- 
stances, rewriting  of  materials  prepared  by  the  public  rela- 
tions consulting  firm  retained  to  help  plan  and  promote  the 
anniversary  observance. 

We  have  revised  all  letterheads  used  by  this  division, 
American  Legion  News  Service,  American  Legion  News 
Release,  and  suggested  speech  cover  pages,  to  call  attention 
to  the  anniversary  observance,  and  we  stand  ready,  as  al- 
ways, and  within  reasonable  limitations  as  imposed  by  a 
limited  staff,  to  assist  in  whatever  way  we  can  to  make  the 
50th  Anniversary  and  all  other  programs  and  projects  of 
The  American  Legion  successful. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  sales  of  “The  American 
Legion  Story  ’ by  Raymond  Moley,  Jr.,  have  reached  the 
33,000  mark.  This  is  a total  of  sales  through  American  Le- 
gion National  Emblem  Sales  and  public  book  stores.  All 
posts  and  departments  are  being  urged  to  utilize  the  book  as 
a promotional  tool  to  enhance  the  observance  of  the  50th 
Anniversary. 

Finally,  we  submit  a progress  report  on  a 28-minute  film 
being  produced  for  us  by  the  outstanding  film  producer  and 
“Oscar”  winner  William  Hendricks  which  is,  at  this  writ- 
ing,  about  three  fourths  finished.  The  film  will  concern  itself 
with  the  history  of  the  Legion  since  its  founding,  and  much 
of  the  resource  material  has  been  provided  through  our  files 
and  archives. 


National  Commander  William  E.  Galbraith  outlines  the 
"Color  It  Proud”  Program  for  representatives  of  the  In- 
dianapolis newspapers,  radio  and  television  during  his  for- 
mal news  conference  following  his  election  as  National 
Commander. 


James  E.  Powers 
Publications 


PUBLICATIONS  COMMISSION 

James  E.  Powers  (Georgia),  Chairman 
James  F.  O’Neil  (New  Hampshire),  Publisher, 

The  American  Legion  Magazine 

Rising  costs  of  production  and  distribution  continue  as 
the  major  problems  to  those  responsible  for  The  American 
Legion  Magazine.  As  we  moved  forward  into  1968,  the 
tempo  of  these  difficulties  quickened  and  no  ready  solution 
appeared  likely. 

Losses  in  advertising  revenues,  widespread  in  the  maga- 
zine industry  during  the  past  few  months,  have  aggravated 
the  situation.  To  the  uninformed,  such  a condition  seems 
almost  a contradiction.  Circulation  has  shown  relatively 
small,  but  steady,  gains;  readership  has  improved  and  the 
magazine  is  generally  a more  acceptable  product,  yet,  ad- 
vertising has  turned  downward.  As  previously  mentioned, 
part  of  this  can  be  attributed  to  a trend,  but  The  American 
Legion  Magazine  has  become  trapped  by  some  marketing 
factors,  and  the  principal  one  is  the  age  of  our  audience. 
Advertisers  and  advertising  agencies  are  placing  more  and 
more  emphasis  on  age  demographics  as  they  make  use  of 
computers.  Only  a heavy  influx  of  Vietnam  period  veter- 
ans, many  more  than  our  most  optimistic  estimates,  can 
change  this  picture. 

We  will  continue  to  resist  the  pressures  of  opening  the 
pages  to  anything  but  quality  advertising.  During  the  past 
year,  approximately  $180,000  in  advertising  volume  was  re- 
jected because  it  failed  to  meet  the  established  standards. 

Editorially  the  magazine  is  regarded  as  a first-class  pub- 
lication, winning  high  praise  from  member  and  non-mem- 
ber subscribers.  Mail  is  almost  universally  favorable,  with 
the  format  of  presenting  monthly  new  material  in  greater 
depth  than  is  generally  offered  winning  endorsement.  Many 
instances  of  such  reaction  could  be  cited  but  for  this  report 
we  will  mention  two.  More  than  80,000  reprints  of  the 
March  article,  “What’s  Happening  to  Money?”  were 
distributed  by  The  American  Bankers  Association.  Up- 
wards of  5,000  letters  resulted  from  the  story  in  the  May 
issue  titled  “Fun  with  Numbers  and  Games.” 


Much  informative  data  has  appeared  relating  to  Viet- 
nam, the  Soviet  military  threat,  the  Battle  of  the  Bulge,  the 
Middle  East,  geo-politics  in  general,  domestic  issues,  sports 
and  other  matters  of  interest  prepared  by  competent  au- 
thors and  artists,  all  supplemented  by  appropriate  illustra- 
tions and  photographic  material.  The  articles  by  the  Na- 
tional Commander  have  commanded  widespread  attention 
and  comment. 

A “first”  in  the  history  of  The  American  Legion 
Magazine  was  established  on  May  3,  1968,  when  the 
Chase  Manhattan  Bank  Post,  Department  of  New  York, 
conducted  a special  assembly  of  its  members  to  honor  the 
magazine  publisher  and  staff  for  “continued  excellence  in 
journalism  consonant  with  the  highest  principles  of  The 
American  Legion.” 

One  of  the  items  contributing  to  the  extension  of  costs  is 
that  of  meeting  the  rising  postal  charges.  By  1971  the 
charges  of  1966  will  have  doubled  for  the  mailing  of  the 
magazine. 

It  seems  most  of  the  headaches  involved  in  converting 
the  mailing  lists  to  computerized  equipment  have  been  re- 
solved. Gradually,  the  systems  and  programs  have  been  de- 
veloped to  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  National,  Depart- 
ment and  Post  organizations.  It  is  anticipated  that  most  of 
the  problems,  if  not  all,  resulting  at  the  state  level  will  be 
“cured”  with  the  three-part  1969  membership  card  to 
replace  the  two-part  1968  method  of  transmittals. 

One  of  the  most  significant  developments  during  the 
past  year  was  the  decision  recommended  by  the  Publica- 
tions Commission  and  approved  by  the  National  Executive 
Committee  to  amend  and  extend  the  contract  for  the  print- 
ing and  distribution  of  The  American  Legion  Magazine 
with  the  Fawcett  Haynes  Printing  Corporation,  at  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky.  The  terms  are  considered  equitable.  The 
American  Legion  Magazine  has  been  printed  at  the  Louis- 
ville plant  since  July,  1948,  with  generally  satisfactory  re- 
sults. No  radical  changes  are  expected  in  the  paper  supply 
market  and  The  American  Legion  Magazine  appears  to  be 
in  a strong  position  insofar  as  this  particular  problem  is 
concerned. 

Now  that  we  have  become  adjusted  to  the  ways  of  the 
Electronic  Data  Processing  system,  explorations  are  being 
conducted  with  a view  to  making  greater  utilization  of  the 
computers,  especially  during  periods  when  the  machines  are 
not  being  employed  to  capacity.  This  is  a must  if  The 
American  Legion  hopes  to  realize  a proper  return  on  its 
investment.  When  Honeywell  cancelled  out  its  service  bu- 
reau usage  of  the  equipment,  a severe  blow  was  dealt  to  the 
economic  advantages  of  the  equipment.  Conferences  will 
continue  with  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  and  others 
in  the  hope  that  some  arrangements  may  be  effected  to 
cushion  the  financial  burden  of  carrying  on  the  fulfillment 
operations  in  our  own  house. 

One  other  problem  that  is  commanding  attention  is  the 
location  of  the  New  York  Office.  The  lease  at  720  Fifth 
Avenue  expires  June  30,  1969,  and  steps  have  been  taken 
to  find  a new  “home”  for  the  New  York  staff  activities. 
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THE  CHASE  MANHATTAN  BANK 
POST  1674 

SALUTES  THE  . 

AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE. 

THE  PUBLISHER  ' 
past  National  commander 

JAMES  F.O*NEIL  and  HIS  STAFF 

fir  oontlnuouily  ’ 

Easillint  Jourmllim 
Comnint  with  tht  Highlit 
Mull  Of  tho  Amortoin  Legion 

Miy  1. 1968 


The  American  Legion  Magazine  and  its  staff  this  year 
received  a salute  from  the  Chase  Manhattan  Bank  Post  No. 
1674,  for  excellent  journalism  and  in  keeping  with  the  high 
ideals  of  The  A merican  Legion. 


Emblem  Sales 

Julius  Levy  (Pennsylvania),  Chairman 
Jack  L.  Spore  (Wisconsin),  General  Manager 
The  American  Legion  emblem  is  the  exclusive  property 
of  the  National  Headquarters.  The  sale  of  the  emblem,  em- 
blem pins,  merchandise  carrying  the  emblem,  and  other 
items  of  organizational  equipment  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  National  Emblem  Committee  and  the  National  Em- 
blem Sales  office,  located  at  National  Headquarters  in  Indi- 
anapolis. The  following  tables  show  gross  sales,  net  earn- 
ings, etc.,  for  the  entire  calendar  year  1967  and  for  the  first 
three  months  of  1968. 


January  1 to  December  31,  1967 


(12  months) 

Gross  sales  $1,739,024.31 

Cost  of  goods  sold  1,171,997.02 

Overhead  388,760.56 

Operating  profit  including  discounts 
taken  191,141.40 

Less  Distribution  from  Profits 
Commission  to  Auxiliary  25,927.59 

Net  Profit  to  National  Organization  ....  165,213.81 


January  1 to  March  31,  1968 
(3  months) 

Gross  sales  $ 520,016.56 

Cost  of  goods  sold  330,105.63 

Overhead  107,778.05 

Operating  profit  including  discounts 
taken  85,014.34 

Less  Distribution  from  Profits 
Commission  to  Auxiliary  5,759.67 

Net  Profit  to  National  Organization  ....  79,254.67 


William  F.  Lenker 
Rehabilitation 


REHABILITATION  COMMISSION 

William  F.  Lenker  (South  Dakota),  Chairman 
Edward  H.  Golembieski  (District  of  Columbia),  Director 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  considerable  activi- 
ty in  the  field  of  veterans  affairs.  On  January  30,  1968,  the 
President  sent  a second  special  message  to  Congress  urging 
enactment  of  legislation  to  expand  certain  veterans  benefits 
and  Congressional  support  for  the  improvement  of  certain 
services  provided  veterans.  Shortly  thereafter  on  March  18, 
1968,  the  Veterans  Advisory  Commission,  appointed  by  the 
Administrator  of  Veterans  Affairs  at  the  direction  of  the 
President  to  study  the  veterans  affairs  program,  reported  its 
recommendations  for  improving  the  program  to  the  Ad- 
ministrator and  the  House  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs. 

On  December  15,  1967,  the  House  of  Representatives 
had  passed  the  Legion  supported  bill  HR  12555,  a proposal 
designed  to  insure  that  no  veteran  or  dependent  parent 
would  suffer  a reduction  in  VA  benefits  as  a result  of  the 
Social  Security  increase  authorized  by  PL  90-248. 

Responding  to  the  President’s  request  in  his  January 
30,  1968  message  that  Congressional  action  be  completed 
on  such  a proposal,  the  Senate,  on  March  11,  1968,  passed 
HR  12555.  This  measure,  providing  liberalizing  adjust- 
ments in  annual  income  limits  and  rates  for  nonservice-con- 
nected pension,  and  service-connected  dependency  and  in- 
demnity compensation  for  dependent  parents  was  signed  by 
the  President  March  28,  1968,  as  PL  90-275. 

Following  receipt  of  the  Advisory  Commission’s  recom- 
mendation the  House  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs  held 


Commander  William  E.  Galbraith,  (standing,  center), 
visits  hospitalized  servicemen  at  Tripler  Army  Medical 
Center  in  Hawaii  enroute  back  to  the  continental  U.  S. 
following  a visit  to  the  fighting  areas  of  Vietnam. 
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Commander  Galbraith  is  greeted  by  Congressman  Wil- 
liam Jennings  Bryan  Dorn  as  he  arrives  at  the  Congression- 
al hearing  room  to  present  American  Legion  testimony  to 
the  House  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs.  Congressman 
Dorn,  Vice  Chairman  of  the  House  Committee , was  acting 
on  this  occasion  for  Representative  Olin  E.  Teague,  long- 
time Chairman  of  the  committee. 

hearings  in  March,  1968,  on  proposals  to  improve  the  Na- 
tional Cemetery  system  ; in  April,  on  proposals  to  increase 
service-connected  disability  compensation  payments;  and, 
in  May,  on  proposals — (1)  to  provide  vocational  rehabilita- 
tion training  for  service-connected  veterans  on  a part-time 
basis — (2)  to  provide  educational  benefits  for  wives  of  serv- 
ice-connected, totally  disabled  veterans  and  widows  of  vet- 
erans whose  death  resulted  from  service-connected  causes 
— (3)  to  increase  to  48  months  the  aggregate  period  for 
which  any  eligible  person  may  receive  educational  assist- 
ance under  chapters  31,  34,  and  35,  title  38  USC  (4)  to 
authorize  the  restoration  of  eligibility  to  VA  benefits  of  re- 
married widows  whose  remarriage  was  terminated  by  death 
or  divorce — and,  (5)  to  authorize  the  care  of  widows  and 
children  of  veterans  in  VA  hospitals. 

In  accordance  with  approved  mandates  your  Rehabili- 
tation Commission  Director  presented  the  views  of  The 
American  Legion  to  the  House  Committee  on  Veterans  Af- 
fairs in  support  of  each  of  the  aforementioned  proposals 
with  the  exception  of  the  provision  that  widows  and  chil- 
dren of  veterans  be  authorized  care  in  VA  hospitals.  As  you 
know,  the  Legion  seeks  legislation  to  provide  that  the  sur- 
viving dependents  of  war  veterans  who  die  from  service- 
connected  causes  shall  be  authorized  hospital  and  outpa- 
tient care  in  civilian  medical  facilities  as  now  provided  the 
dependents  of  members  or  retired  members  of  the  Armed 
Forces. 

We  are  encouraged  by  the  results  of  our  endeavors.  As 
of  the  writing  of  this  report,  five  legislative  proposals  that 
would  liberalize  the  veterans  benefits  program  have  passed 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Those  measures  are:  HR  16025,  which  would  provide 
educational  benefits  for  wives  and  widows  and  increase  to 
48  months  the  aggregate  period  for  which  an  eligible  per- 
son may  receive  educational  assistance  under  chapters  31, 
34,  and  35,  title  38  USC;  HR  14954,  which  would  author- 
ize vocational  rehabilitation  training  on  a part-time  basis ; 
HR  16902,  which  would  increase  the  maximum  per  diem 


rates  of  the  federal  payments  for  domiciliary  and  nursing 
home  care  of  eligible  war  veterans  in  a State  home  as  fol- 
lows— $2.50  to  $3.50  for  domiciliary  care — $3.50  to  $5.00 
for  nursing  home  care;  and  HR  7481,  which  would  in- 
crease the  amount  which  the  VA  might  pay  to  private  or 
public  nursing  home  care  facilities  for  care  of  eligible  veter- 
an patients  from  one-third  the  cost  of  care  in  VA  general 
hospital  to  40  percent  of  the  cost  of  such  care;  and  HR 
16027,  which  would  increase  service-connected  disability 
compensation  payments. 

Meanwhile,  every  effort  is  being  made  by  the  Veterans 
Administration  and  The  American  Legion  to  apprise  re- 
turning Vietnam  era  veterans  of  the  veterans  benefits  to 
which  they  are  or  may  be  entitled. 

In  compliance  with  a recommendation  of  the  President, 
in  his  January  30,  1968  message,  Veterans  Assistance  Cen- 
ters have  been  established  in  20  major  cities. 

Through  this  program,  effort  will  be  made  to  contact 
the  returning  serviceman  and  have  him  come  to  the  center 
for  a personal  briefing  by  representatives  of  various  govern- 
ment agencies  on  the  benefits  available  to  him.  Servict 
officers  of  The  American  Legion  assist  in  this  program  by 
attempting  to  contact  veterans  through  local  Legion  posts 
when  communication  by  the  federal  government  fails,  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  veteran  resides  in  an  area  or  community 
far  removed  from  a VA  facility. 

Also,  the  Administrator  of  Veterans  Affairs  is  making 
available  to  veterans  organizations,  on  a monthly  basis,  the 
names  and  addresses  of  the  approximately  70,000  service- 
men being  released  each  month  from  active  seivice.  The 
American  Legion,  through  its  local  posts,  is  personally  con- 
tacting these  veterans  to  inform  them  of  available  veterans 
benefits. 

Your  National  Rehabilitation  Commission  will  continue 
its  efforts  to  see  that  the  needs  of  war  veterans  are  met.  The 
measure  of  its  success  is,  to  a great  extent,  the  active  sup- 
port that  comes  from  our  Legion  members  and  from  the 
membership  of  the  Auxiliary.  We  urge  you  to  continue  to 
give  us  the  excellent  support  you  have  extended  to  us  in  the 
past. 


LEGION  CHIEF  TESTIFIES  BEFORE  HVAC: 
American  Legion  National  Commander  William  E.  Gal- 
braith is  shown  as  he  appeared  before  the  House  I eterans 
Affairs  Committee  during  the  Eighth  Annual  Washington 
Conference.  The  American  Legion  gave  strong  support  to 
the  development  and  maintenance  of  an  adequate  system  of 
national  cemeteries  and  an  increase  in  the  compensation 
payable  for  total  or  100  percent  disability. 
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Emmett  G.  Lenihan 
National  Security 


NATIONAL  SECURITY 

Emmett  G.  Lenihan  (Washington),  Chairman 
James  R.  Wilson,  Jr.  (Pennsylvania),  Director 

Peace  through  strength  continues  as  the  keystone  of 
American  Legion  policy,  programs  and  pronouncements  in 
support  of  national  defense. 

In  its  report  to  the  1967  National  Convention,  the  Na- 
tional Security  Committee  warned  that  unless  and  until  the 
Soviet  Union  and  Communist  China  renounce  their  efforts 
to  subject  and  enslave  other  nations,  and  as  evidence  of  the 
renunciation,  disavow  subversive  organizations  promoted 
and  controlled  by  them  in  non-communist  countries,  and 
cease  to  instigate  and  support  the  so-called  “wars  of  liber- 
ation,” the  free  nations  must  defend  themselves  with  all 
the  means  available  to  the  belligerent  in  time  of  war. 

In  early  May  of  this  year  The  American  Legion,  while 
supporting  the  President’s  efforts  to  seek  peace  in  Vietnam 
by  every  honorable  means,  recommended  that  if  peace  talks 
failed,  then  the  United  States  should  go  all  out  to  win  the 
war  with  whatever  weapons  and  strength  were  necessary  to 
accomplish  that  goal. 


The  late  General  Thomas  P.  Gerrity,  then  Command- 
ing Officer  of  the  U.  S.  Air  Force  Logistics  Command,  ac- 
cepts an  American  Legion  plaque  from  National  Com- 
mander Galbraith  at  ceremonies  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  for 
the  Logistics  Command’s  “ miracle  of  management  and 
support  provided  to  our  fighting  forces  in  Southeast  Asia.” 


Emmett  G.  Lenihan,  National  Security  Commission 
Chairman  (right),  calls  on  Under  Secretary  of  the  Army, 
the  Honorable  David  E.  McGiffert  while  at  the  Pentagon 
for  military  posture  briefings. 

The  past  year,  beginning  with  the  National  Convention 
in  Boston,  has  been  marked  by  singularly  important  events 
identifying  The  American  Legion  as  an  organization  deeply 
and  continually  concerned  with  such  significant  but  diverse 
national  defense  matters  as  our  American  Merchant  Ma- 
rine, blood  donations,  civil  defense,  the  1969  defense  budg- 
et and  law  and  order. 

Merchant  Marine 

Twice  during  his  administration,  National  Commander 
Galbraith  has  spoken  out  boldly  on  the  need  for  America 
to  build  and  maintain  a strong,  modern  Merchant  Marine. 
On  February  27,  1968,  on  the  occasion  of  the  launching  of 
the  SS  AMERICAN  LEGION,  the  National  Commander 
urged  America  to  rebuild  and  revitalize  the  Merchant 
Marine  from  its  currently  dangerous,  low  state  of  strength. 

The  second  occasion  took  place  in  Washington,  D.C., 
on  National  Maritime  Day,  May  22,  1968.  Addressing  the 
Propeller  Club  of  the  United  States,  the  National  Com- 
mander took  sharp  issue  with  the  Administration’s  propos- 
al to  overhaul  U.S.  maritime  policy.  The  Commander 
said,  “We  of  The  American  Legion  have  waited  three  long 
years  for  the  ‘new  maritime  policy’  promised  in  the  Presi- 
dent s 1965  State  of  the  Union  message.  This  watered 
down  proposal  is  truly  a betrayal  of  the  American  Mer- 
chant Marine  and  all  it  stands  for  in  the  building  of  this 
nation  past  and  present.  It  seems  to  us  that  money  invested 
in  the  modernization  of  American  Merchant  Marine  will 
pay  dividends  to  America  both  militarily  and  economical- 
ly” 

Law  and  Order 

The  nation-wide  campaign  to  restore  respect  for  law 
and  order,  inaugurated  in  1966,  has  been  continued  with 
vigor  under  Commander  Galbraith.  The  program  has  re- 
ceived national  acclaim  by  law  enforcement  officials  at  all 
levels  of  government  and  has  become  a major  program  of 
The  American  Legion. 
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This  continuing  concern  is  clearly  evident  in  the  Na- 
tional Convention  report  stating  that,  ‘'save  for  the  war  in 
Vietnam,  no  problem  is  of  greater  or  more  immediate  con- 
cern than  the  breakdown  in  law  and  order  in  these  United 
States.”  The  American  Legion’s  program  was  recognized 
by  Freedom’s  Foundation  at  Valley  Forge,  and  was  award- 
ed the  George  Washington  Honor  Medal. 

Harassment  of  Servicemen 
and  Their  Families 

On  May  3,  1968,  President  Johnson  signed  Public  Law 
90-299,  a measure  making  it  a Federal  offense  and  provid- 
ing penalties  to  those  convicted  of  making  obscene,  abu- 
sive or  harassing  telephone  calls  to  families  of  service- 
men and  others  across  a state  line  or  within  the  District  of 
Columbia.  The  American  Legion  strongly  supported  this 
legislation. 

Blood  Donations 

The  American  Legion  has  long  regarded  the  giving  of 
blood  as  a civic  responsibility.  Through  its  more  than 
16,000  Posts  it  has  conducted  an  active  blood  donor  pro- 
gram since  World  War  II.  Nearly  90  percent  of  the  De- 
partments are  now  participating  in  this  humanitarian  ef- 
fort to  assure  a plentiful  supply  of  blood  for  military  and 
civilian  needs. 

Because  demands  for  blood  increase  during  the  Christ- 
mas-New Years  holiday  season  while  the  number  of  donors 
drop,  The  American  Legion  and  American  Legion  Auxil- 
iary joined  with  the  American  Red  Cross  in  sponsoring  a 
special  holiday  drive  for  blood  this  year. 

R.O.T.C. 

The  past  year  was  another  banner  year  in  terms  of  the 
number  of  ROTC  medals  awarded  to  Army,  Navy  and  Air 
Force  cadets  by  Posts  and  Departments  of  The  American 
Legion.  The  Legion  has  given  its  full  support  to  this  fine 
program  through  which  America’s  young  men  receive  ex- 
cellent military  training.  The  American  Legion,  through 
its  ROTC  Military  and  Scholastic  Excellence  Medal 
Awards  Program,  is  evidencing  its  support  of  the  program. 
A certificate  of  award  for  these  decorations  has  recently 
been  approved  and  will  soon  accompany  each  medal  as 
they  are  presented  to  deserving  cadets. 

Defense  Testimony 

Following  the  National  Convention  last  year,  the  Presi- 
dent, Secretary  of  Defense  and  the  Secretaries  of  the  Mili- 


The  SS  AMERICAN  LEGION  launched  at  Chester, 
Pa.,  symbolizes  American  Legion  support  for  a strong 
American  owned  and  operated  Merchant  Marine. 


tary  Services  received  letters  from  the  National  Command- 
er setting  forth  The  American  Legion’s  positions  on  vital 
aspects  of  the  nation’s  defense  posture. 

On  several  occasions  throughout  the  year,  the  Chair- 
men of  the  National  Security  Commission  and  Commit- 
tees, and  the  staff  of  the  National  Security  Division,  met 
with  key  military  and  civilian  leaders  of  the  Department  of 
Defense  to  personally  discuss  positions  of  The  American 
Legion  on  defense. 

Legion  testimony  stressed  the  need  for  the  United 
States  to  retain  its  military  superiority  during  current 
peace  negotiations,  opposed  the  current  U.  S.  policy  of  set- 
tling for  military  parity  with  the  USSR,  and  urged  speed 
in  the  development  and  deployment  of  a Soviet  oriented 
anti-ballistic  missile  system  to  complement  the  “thin” 
Chinese  oriented  ABM,  an  advanced  manned  strategic 
bomber  and  an  improved  manned  interceptor  aircraft. 

Favorable  comment  was  made  on  the  flow  of  materiel, 
equipment  and  weapons  beginning  to  reach  the  active 
forces  and  Reserve  components. 

The  American  Legion  testimony  urged  the  Congress  to 
make  available  adequate  funds  to  assure  a naval  construc- 
tion program  of  sufficient  size  and  scope  to  forestall  ob- 
solescence of  the  U.  S.  fleet.  We  strongly  support  the  nu- 
clear Navy  concept  and  its  incorporation  in  all  ship 
construction  from  this  point  on.  The  American  Legion’s 
testimony  concluded  by  paying  tribute  to  the  valiant  men 
and  women  of  the  Armed  Forces. 


For  its  Law  and  Order  Program,  the  National  Security 
Commission  is  awarded  the  1967  Freedoms  Foundation 
George  Washington  Honor  Medal.  Past  National  Com- 
mander Paul  H.  Griffith  accepts  the  Honor  Medal  from 
Kenneth  Wells,  II,  Senior  Vice  President  of  the  Founda- 
tion. 


The  American  Legion’s  views  on  the  1969  defense 
budget  are  presented  by  James  R.  Wilson,  Jr.,  Director,  Na- 
tional Security  Division;  accompanied  by  Jack  L.  Spore,  his 
assistant,  and  John  Mears,  Assistant  Director,  Legion  Leg- 
islative Division. 
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Clarence  C.  Horton 
Legislative 


NATIONAL  LEGISLATIVE  COMMISSION 

Clarence  C.  Horton  (Alabama),  Chairman 
Herald  E.  Stringer  (Alaska),  Director 

Accomplishment  of  American  Legion  legislative  objec- 
tives as  expressed  in  resolutions  of  national  conventions 
and  the  National  Executive  Committee  is  the  primary  pur- 
pose for  which  the  National  Legislative  Commission  was 
established  in  1919. 

In  order  to  keep  the  membership  informed  of  Congres- 
sional action  on  legislation  of  concern  to  veterans  and  their 
dependents,  and  to  seek  support  for  our  program  from  the 
membership  of  the  Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxil- 
iary, the  Commission  publishes  the  National  Legislative 
Bulletin  twice  each  month  while  Congress  is  in  session.  This 
Bulletin,  the  ALNS  and  The  American  Legion  Magazine 
have  reported  all  significant  legislative  developments  since 
the  1967  Convention.  Detailed  information  on  our  legisla- 
tive program  is  contained  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Na- 
tional Adjutant  to  the  1968  National  Convention. 

The  first  session  of  the  90th  Congress  adjourned  De- 
cember 15,  1967.  During  that  session  some  30  bills  were 
enacted  into  law  which  were  proposed  and,  or,  supported 
by  The  American  Legion  including  P.L.  90-77,  the  omnibus 
veterans  benefits  act,  providing  wartime  benefits  to  veterans 
of  the  Vietnam  era,  cost-of-living  pension  increases  and 
other  miscellaneous  benefits. 

Representatives  of  The  American  Legion  have  present- 
ed testimony  to  Congressional  committees  on  numerous  oc- 
casions since  the  second  session  of  the  90th  Congress  con- 
vened January  15.  Included  among  these  presentations 
were  testimony  before  the  Subcommittee  on  Compensation 
and  Pension,  House  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs,  sup- 
porting increases  and  other  improvements  in  the  service- 
connected  compensation  program;  testimony  before  a 
Special  Subcommittee  on  Cemeteries  and  Burial  Benefits, 
HCVA,  stating  the  Legion’s  views  on  the  inadequacies  of 
our  national  cemetery  system,  and  the  appearance  of  Na- 
tional Commander  William  E.  Galbraith  in  March  before 
the  House  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs  in  connection 
with  the  Legislative-Rehabilitation  program. 


This  condensed  report  is  prepared  in  May  but  many  of 
the  legislative  objectives  of  The  American  Legion  have  al- 
ready been  accomplished  in  this  second  session  of  the  90th 
Congress.  Significant  among  these  is  enactment  of  P.L.  90- 
275  which  protects  veterans,  widows  and  eligible  parents 
against  any  reduction  of  their  VA  benefits  due  to  increases 
in  social  security  or  other  retirement  income.  It  also  pro- 
vides modest  increases  in  pension  payments  over  those 
granted  last  year.  Other  objectives  accomplished  this  year 
include  improvements  in  the  VA’s  guaranteed  home  loan 
program  and  the  enactment  of  criminal  penalties  for  har- 
assing telephone  calls  to  families  of  servicemen. 

On  March  18  the  U.S.  Veterans  Advisory  Commission 
submitted  its  report  to  the  Administrator  of  Veterans  Af- 
fairs. The  report  contains  79  recommendations  for  im- 
provements in  the  veterans’  program.  The  American  Le- 
gion is  in  general  agreement  with  most  of  these  recommen- 
dations and  has  resolutions  covering  34  of  them.  The  report 
is  of  major  significance  in  its  impact  on  the  future  course  of 
veterans’  affairs. 

We  are  pressing  the  Congress  to  enact  before  adjourn- 
ment a number  of  major  legislative  proposals  including  an 
increase  in  service-connected  compensation,  the  establish- 
ment of  a Senate  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs,  legisla- 
tion to  provide  criminal  penalties  for  desecration  of  the 
Flag  of  the  United  States  and  the  establishment  of  an  equi- 
table national  cemetery  policy. 

As  this  report  is  being  prepared  the  Legislative  Commis- 
sion and  its  staff  are  deeply  concerned  over  a proposal 
pending  in  Congress  (H.R.  15414),  to  reduce  federal  ex- 
penditures during  Fiscal  Year  1969  by  $6  billion.  Enact- 
ment of  this  measure  poses  a serious  threat  to  the  operation 
of  the  Veterans  Administration,  especially  its  hospital  and 


A long  sought  legislative  goal  of  The  American  Legion 
moved  a step  closer  to  reality  when  the  Senate’s  Rules 
Committee  reported  favorably  on  SR  13,  which  would  es- 
tablish a Senate  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs.  Senators 
B.  Everett  Jordan,  N . Carolina;  Carl  T.  Curtis,  Nebraska, 
and  Howard  W.  Cannon,  Nevada,  join  with  Edward  F. 
McGinnis,  a member  of  The  American  Legion’s  National 
Legislative  Commission,  in  hailing  the  progress  of  the  ac- 
tion. 
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National  Commander  William  E.  Galbraith  pays  a 
courtesy  call  on  the  Honorable  John  W.  McCormack, 
Speaker  of  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives.  Left  to  right 
are:  Herald  Stringer,  National  Legislative  Director,  Speaker 
McCormack,  Commander  Galbraith,  and  Clarence  C.  Hor- 
ton, Chairman,  National  Legislative  Commission. 


medical  program.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  have  provisions 
written  into  the  final  version  of  the  bill  to  protect  the  VA  s 
expenditures  from  any  serious  reductions.  The  American 
Legion  believes  that  veterans  benefits  are  a delayed  cost  of 
war  and  should  not  be  curtailed. 

Your  Legislative  Commission  met  once  since  the  last 
National  Convention  and  subcommittees  thereof  have  been 
called  into  session  twice  in  connection  with  meetings  of  the 
National  Executive  Committee. 

The  Commission  and  staff  express  their  appreciation  to 
National  Commander  Galbraith  for  his  leadership  and  ac- 
knowledge the  splendid  cooperation  of  all  National 
Officers,  Commissions  and  Divisions.  The  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  also  provide  strong 
and  effective  support  for  which  we  are  deeply  grateful. 

The  Legislative  Commission  and  its  staff  continue  to 
maintain  excellent  relations  with  the  Congress.  We  believe 
our  legislative  accomplishments  this  past  year  are  due  in 
part  to  the  respect  and  esteem  that  the  Congress  and  the 
people  of  this  Nation  have  for  war  veterans  and  for  The 
American  Legion. 


GIFT  TO  THE  NATION 

At  Arlington  National  Cemetery 
March  15,  1969 
See  Inside  Back  Cover 
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Foreign  Relations 


FOREIGN  RELATIONS 

Thomas  E.  Whelan  (North  Dakota),  Chairman 
Warren  H.  MacDonald  (Maryland),  Director 

As  we  approach  the  50th  Annual  National  Convention 
of  The  American  Legion,  our  country  is  faced  with  many 
unresolved,  serious  problems  in  the  area  of  foreign  rela- 
tions. Most  of  these  problems  will  be  the  subject  of  one  or 
more  resolutions  which  Department  conventions  have 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of  establishing,  or  reiterating  an 
American  Legion  policy  on  the  underlying  issues. 

Some  of  these  resolutions  will  contain  recommendations 
for  action  on  the  part  of  our  government.  Among  such  reso- 
lutions, there  will  be  none  that  is  more  important,  or  that 
will  require  more  determined  and  thoughtful  consideration 
by  the  delegates,  than  those  which  are  concerned  with  the 
Vietnam  crisis. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  the  Boston  National  Convention 
developed  and  approved  a resolution  (No.  456)  on  Viet- 
nam which  the  Committees  on  National  Security  and  For- 
eign Relations  had  prepared  jointly.  That  approach  was 
taken  in  recognition  of  the  fact  that  it  no  longer  was  possi- 
ble to  distinguish  between  the  purely  diplomatic  and  the 
purely  military  aspects  of  the  war. 


National  Commander  William  E.  Galbraith  calls  upon 
Secretary  of  State  Dean  Rusk  shortly  after  his  election  to 
the  office  of  Commander,  and  as  a part  of  military  and 
diplomatic  briefings  immediately  preceding  the  Command- 
er’s visit  to  Vietnam. 
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Resolution  No.  456  was  a good  one  at  the  time  of  its 
adoption  and  it  received  the  acclaim  of  editorial  writers, 
military  men,  leaders,  of  other  organizations,  members  of 
Congress,  and  numerous  concerned  citizens  everywhere. 
Also,  despite  certain  new  and  significant  military  and  diplo- 
matic developments,  our  1967  Convention  resolution  on 
Vietnam  is  still  a valid  and  meaningful  statement  of  the 
steps  we  believe  the  United  States  and  its  allies  should  take 
to  bring  the  war  to  an  early  and  honorable  settlement.  The 
question  arises,  therefore,  what  can — or  what  should  the 
1968  Convention  add  to  this  basic  statement  of  Legion 
policy? 

As  far  as  the  conduct  of  the  war  is  concerned,  the  es- 
sence of  Resolution  No.  456  may  be  summed  up  as  follows: 

The  American  Legion — 

( 1 ) insists  that  all  political  limitations  on  the  options  open 
to  our  military  forces  must  be  removed,  and  that  our 
military  commanders  must  be  promptly  given  whatev- 
er men,  materiel  and  authority  are  required  to  end  the 
war  swiftly  and  successfully; 

(2)  calls  for  the  termination — by  military  means,  as  mili- 
tary judgment  determines  appropriate — of  the  ene- 
my’s use  of  sanctuary  across  South  Vietnam’s  borders, 
in  Cambodia,  Laos,  and  throughout  the  so-called 
“Demilitarized  Zone;” 

(3)  demands  the  immediate  lifting  of  all  restrictions  on  the 
nature,  location,  and  scope  of  strategic  targets  in 
North  Vietnam  which  our  military  strategists  believe 
should  be  destroyed; 

(4)  supports  the  repeated  and  intensified  aerial  bombing 
or  naval  shelling,  as  military  judgment  deems  ap- 
propriate, of  all  such  targets;  and 

(5)  recommends  strongly  the  closing  of  the  Port  of  Hai- 
phong by  whatever  military  means  are  considered  most 
feasible  and  effective,  with  adequate  and  firm  notice  to 
all  shipping  nations  concerned. 

It  will  be  seen  readily  enough  that  there  is  some  over- 
lapping in  these  several  points.  Also,  by  inference,  at  least, 
it  will  be  recognized  from  the  last  three  that  The  American 


Commander  Galbraith  studies  map  of  the  world’s  ma- 
jor trouble  spot.  South  Vietnam,  upon  his  return  to  the 
United  States  from  a visit  to  the  Far  East  and  the  combat 
areas  of  Vietnam.  Above  the  map  is  a streamer  bearing  the 
Commander’s  theme  of  his  term  of  office:  “ Freedom  Is 
Not  Free.” 


David  L.  Osborn,  Minister  of  the  U.S.  Embassy  in  Tok- 
yo, greets  the  National  Commander  as  the  latter  visits  Tok- 
yo on  the  Far  East  trip  which  took  him  to  South  Vietnam. 


Legion  was  not  in  favor  of  a bombing  pause  on  the  part  of 
the  Linked  States,  including  a relatively  limited  one  such  as 
that  which  President  Johnson  ordered  on  March  31.  When 
asked  by  the  press  if  we  were  for  this  halt  in  bombing  below 
the  20th  parallel,  National  Commander  Galbraith  stated, 
“Quite  the  contrary;  we  have  advocated  that  such  action 
be  stepped  up.  If,  however,  our  present  course  is  one  which 
will  lead  to  a just  and  honorable  peace,  this  is  the  goal 
which  all  of  us  seek,  and  none  can,  in  good  conscience, 
oppose  it.  ’ He  added  that  the  Legion  would  adopt  a 
wait-and-see  posture,  but  that,  meanwhile,  “Every  effort 
must  be  exerted  to  insure  that  the  enemy  does  not  improve 
his  position  militarily  . . .” 

After  the  commencement  in  May  of  the  Paris  meetings 
with  Hanoi’s  representatives,  Commander  Galbraith  re- 
minded America  of  our  bitter  Korean  experience  where 
“some  of  the  heaviest,  bloodiest  and  most  costly  fighting 
took  place  during  the  two-year  period  when  negotiations 
leading  to  the  truce  were  in  progress.”  He  made  clear, 
however,  that  “The  Legion,  as  much  as  anyone  in  Amer- 
ica, is  hopeful  that  something  positive  may  develop  through 
negotiations  that  will  hasten  this  war  to  an  honorable  and 
successful  conclusion.”  On  the  other  hand,  he  emphasized 
that  “The  American  Legion  has  backed  a policy  of  firm- 
ness and  strength  in  resisting  aggression  in  Vietnam  from 
the  very  beginning,”  and  that  “We  still  believe  the  policy 
we  chose  to  support  was  a correct  and  proper  one.” 

As  this  report  is  written,  it  appears  that  we  were  right; 
the  communists  are  trying  to  use  talks  in  the  same  way  they 
did  in  Korea.  They  have  utilized  the  bombing  pause  to  tri- 
ple their  infiltration  rate;  they  have  intensified  their  attacks 
on  the  cities;  and,  they  are  indiscriminately  firing  mortars 
into  civilian  areas.  Captured  documents  and  North  Viet- 
namese defectors  confirm  that  this  was  the  plan  all  along. 
The  American  death  rate  has  risen  sharply,  to  an  average 
of  over  350  a week,  and  it  frequently  goes  over  500.  The 
American  Legion  understands  that  while  communists  may 
change  their  tactics,  they  will  not  change  their  intentions 
until  forced  to  do  so  by  firm  resolve  and  superior  power. 


The  American  Legion  is  equally  convinced  that  the 
United  States  has  the  power  to  end  this  war,  and  that  it  is 
in  our  vital  national  interest  to  do  so.  Therefore,  if  the  ene- 
my will  not  stop  its  wilful  and  capricious  destruction  of  life 
— including  that  of  so  many  Americans — are  we  not  moral- 
ly obligated  to  apply  our  power  in  whatever  way  is  required 
to  restore  peace  and  hope  to  Southeast  Asia.  The  Legion 
also  believes  that,  if  we  do  so,  we  stand  a better  chance  of 
maintaining  peace  elsewhere,  wherever  our  vital  interests 
are  involved. 


Commander  Galbraith  (left),  talks  with  Lt.  Col. 
Charles  D.  McKeown,  assistant  deputy  senior  advisor  for  II 
Corps,  as  the  Legion  leader  prepares  to  depart  for  a visit  to 
the  4th  U.S.  Infantry  Division. 


Commander  Galbraith  is  greeted  by  Col.  George  W. 
McLaughlin,  Commander  of  the  Third  Tactical  Fighter 
Wing,  on  his  arrival  at  the  Air  Base  at  Bien  Hoa,  South 
Vietnam. 


The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance 
and  Trust  Committee 

William  S.  Todd  (Tennessee),  Chairman 
Paul  L.  Weber  (Nebraska),  Staff  Liaison 

On  April  1,  1968,  The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance 
Plan  marked  its  tenth  anniversary.  In  those  ten  years  it  has 
achieved  many  important  goals.  The  Insurance  Depart- 
ment is  staffed  by  a National  Headquarters  employee  who 
serves  as  staff  liaison  to  the  insurance  office,  which  is  ad- 
ministered by  the  Youngberg-Carlson  Co.  in  Chicago,  Illi- 
nois. The  Insurance  Committee  is  assigned  for  jurisdiction- 
al purposes  to  the  National  Finance  Commission  and 
reports  through  that  Commission  to  the  National  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Your  Insurance  Committee  has  met  three  times  since 
the  last  report  and  is  able  to  report  again  that  the  Plan  has 
continued  to  grow  and  make  improvements.  The  15  per- 
cent “across  the  board”  increase  in  benefits  effective  Jan- 
uary 1,  1966,  has  been  continued  for  the  year  of  1968. 

Another  item  of  major  importance  was  the  approval  of 
a resolution  pertaining  to  the  Vietnam  veteran.  This  was 
the  creation  of  a new  age  bracket  effective  January  1,  1967. 
Under  the  new  provision  in  the  plan  the  Vietnam  veteran 
may  obtain  $11,500  decreasing  term  insurance  for  an  an- 
nual premium  of  $24  for  the  full  unit  of  coverage  or  $5,750 
for  a half  unit  for  $12  annually.  This  applies  up  through 
age  29;  from  age  30  up  through  age  34  the  amount  payable 
to  the  beneficiary  is  $9,200  for  the  full  unit  and  $4,600  for 
the  half  unit.  The  other  age  brackets  remain  unchanged. 

One  of  the  innovations  relating  to  the  Insurance  Plan  is 
The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Scholarship  Program 
wherein  participants  in  the  Life  Insurance  Plan  can  nomi- 
nate one  applicant  annually.  This  provides  a total  of  25 
scholarships  of  $2,000  each  payable  over  a four-year  period, 
or  $50,000  each  year.  This  resolution  was  approved  by  the 
National  Executive  Committee  at  the  May,  1967  meeting. 
The  NEC  at  its  spring,  1968,  meeting  approved  increasing 
the  number  of  scholarships  to  50  each  year  and  the  value  of 
the  program  to  $100,000  annually. 

The  scholarships  are  being  financed  from  a trust  fund 
accumulated  in  conjunction  with  the  Insurance  Plan.  First 
awards  under  the  newly  authorized  project  were  made  this 
spring  (1968)  during  the  National  Executive  Committee 
meetings. 

In  ten  years  4,368  claims  were  paid,  amounting  to 
$5,650,714.50  in  benefits.  During  1967  alone,  an  average  of 
$102,581  was  paid  each  month.  These  benefits  were  paid  at 
no  cost  to  the  National  Organization  of  The  American  Le- 
gion and  at  no  expense  to  the  membership. 

Premiums  paid  for  life  insurance  protection  amounted 
to  $1,829,728.  After  the  close  of  each  calendar  year  and 
after  all  claims  and  administration  expenses  have  been  paid 
in  the  Group  States,  the  unused  premiums  are  placed  in  the 
American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Trust.  There  is  presently 
$1,204,097  in  the  trust  fund. 

(Continued  on  Page  127) 


Churchill  T.  Williams 
Finance 


FINANCE  COMMISSION 

Churchill  T.  Williams  (Iowa),  Chairman 
Francis  Polen  (Indiana),  National  Treasurer 

Robert  R.  Fleming  (Indiana),  National  Comptroller 

The  10-member  National  Finance  Commission  has  the 
task  of  preparing  the  annual  budget  and  the  handling  of 
funds  under  that  budget  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Na- 
tional Executive  Committee.  While  the  national  convention 
is  the  governing  body  and  sets  the  amount  of  annual  dues, 
the  convention  does  not  have  the  authority  to  expend  funds 
or  to  obligate  the  national  organization  financially. 

In  1967  we  had  an  operating  gain  of  $477,439.86  but 
after  making  transfers  to  the  various  reserves  to  fund  pro- 


grams previously  approved  and  such  other  charges  and  ad- 
justments as  directed  by  the  National  Executive  Commit- 
tee, all  totaling  $256,214.39,  a surplus  of  $221,225.47  re- 
mained. This  amount  was  transferred  in  equal  amounts  to 
our  two  major  capital  accounts,  the  Reserve  Fund  and  the 
Restricted  Fund.  The  commission  is  pleased  to  report  that 
on  December  31,  1967,  for  the  fourth  year  since  our  last 
dues  increase  in  1963,  we  have  more  than  sufficient  cash 
and  investments  to  pay  our  liabilities,  fully  fund  our  re- 
stricted capital  funds  and  the  advance  payment  of  1968 
dues. 

The  Finance  Commission  believes  the  1968  operations 
of  the  national  organization  will  result  in  a surplus  instead 
of  the  small  budgeted  deficit  of  $13,080  under  which  we  are 
operating.  The  surplus  will  be  the  result  of  increased  mem- 
bership, increased  emblem  sales,  a greater  return  from  the 
magazine  and  certain  economies  instituted  by  the  National 
Adjutant  and  his  staff.  The  National  Treasurer  continues 
his  policy  of  the  past  several  years  of  investing  the  advance 
payment  of  dues  in  government  securities  which  for  the 
year  1968  he  estimates  should  return  to  the  national  organi- 
zation approximately  $120,000.  While  the  Treasurer  has 
been  diligent  in  investing  the  funds  of  the  Reserve  and  Re- 
stricted Funds  it  will  not  materially  increase  our  general  in- 
come for  1968  because  the  national  organization  receives 
only  the  earnings  of  the  Reserve  Fund  for  its  general  opera- 
tions with  the  earnings  of  the  Restricted  Fund  remaining  in 
the  fund  for  investment,  thereby  increasing  our  capital  for 
future  use  to  insure  our  continued  service  to  the  veteran 
and  the  nation. 


American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corporation 

Harry  W.  Colmery  (Kansas),  President 


In  the  year  1925,  foreseeing  the  necessity  for  a regular 
annual  income  to  support  its  war  veterans  Rehabilitation 
and  Child  Welfare  programs,  The  American  Legion  con- 
ducted a national  campaign  for  contributions  to  support 
those  two  programs.  The  proceeds  from  the  campaign  were 
placed  in  the  custody  of  The  American  Legion  Endowment 
Fund  Corporation  as  Trustee,  a goal  of  five  million  dollars 
having  been  set  and  generous  contributions  being  received. 

The  Corporation  was  incorporated  in  1925  under  the 
laws  of  the  State  of  Delaware  and  a Trust  Agreement  was 


entered  into  between  The  American  Legion  and  the  Corpo- 
ration under  which  the  funds  were  administered  by  the 
Corporation  and  the  annual  net  income  therefrom  was  paid 
to  The  American  Legion  for  the  use  of  the  two  programs 
described. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Endowment  Fund  is 
summarized  as  shown  below  for  each  of  the  five  preceding 
years.  The  figures  shown  being  taken  from  the  annual  ex- 
ternal audits  of  George  S.  Olive  & Company,  Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 


December  31, 
1967 

December  31, 
1966 

December  31, 
1965 

December  31, 
1964 

December  31, 
1963 

TOTAL  ASSETS  

.$7,230,709.00 

$7,237,669.00 

$7,237,232.25 

$7,235,866.61 

$7,234,188.69 

Net  interest  received  

. 242,562 

241,750 

238,853.93 

249,974.57 

232,067.08 

Expense  

6,573 

8,460 

8,061.14 

8,172.01 

7,596.48 

Excess  of  income 

over  expense  

. 235,989 

233,290 

230,792.79 

241,802.56 

224,470.61 

Earnings  transferred  or 
due  to  The  American 
Legion  

. 235,989 

233,290 

230,792.79 

241,802.56 

224,584.24 

Yield  on  average  book 
value  of  securities 
(per  cent)  

3.27  % 

3.23 

3.31 

3.46 

3.21 
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The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters 
Condensed  Statement  of  Financial  Condition 


Assets 

December  31 

1967 

1966 

CURRENT  FUNDS: 

Cash  on  deposit  and  on  hand 

$ 1,089,490 

$ 1,616,841 

Notes  and  accounts  receivable 

211,900 

349,323 

Inventories — at  cost  

496,228 

403,719 

Prepaid  expenses,  supplies,  advances  and  sundry 

140,250 

79,887 

1,937,868 

2,449,770 

Investments: 

United  States  Treasury  bills — at  cost 

1,946,151 

2,144,649 

United  States  Treasury  bonds  and  notes  and  municipal 
bonds — at  amortized  cost 

3,020,165 

2,656,410 

Uninvested  cash 

262 

790 

4,966,578 

4,801,849 

Furniture,  fixtures  and  equipment — net  of  depreciation.... 

310,379 

211,342 

Real  estate — new  building  and  site,  Washington,  D.  C. 
— at  cost  

821,522 

821,522 

1,131,901 

1,032,864 

Total  current  funds 

8,036,347 

8,284,483 

NONEXPENDABLE  TRUST  FUNDS: 

Uninvested  cash 

24,970 

19,929 

Accounts  receivable 

38,064 

14,171 

Investments — at  amortized  cost 

4,329,687 

4,118,959 

4,392,721 

4,153,059 

$12,429,068  $12,437,542 


See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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December  31 


Liabilities  and  Funds  1967 

CURRENT  FUNDS: 

Accounts  payable  and  sundry $ 859,947 

Employees’  withholdings 13,399 

Accrued  taxes 4,060 


Deferred  income  (dues  and  subscriptions 

paid  in  advance,  etc.) 3,545,518 


Fund  balances: 

Restricted: 

Rehabilitation  Fund 412,836 

Child  Welfare  Fund 127,001 

Restricted  Fund — note  2 1,206,462 

Reserve  Fund — note  2 553,810 

Real  Estate  Fund 821,522 

Other  current  restricted  funds — note  2 26,013 

Publications  Reserve — note  2 46,229 

50th  Anniversary  Reserve — note  2 126,284 

Convention  Reserve 60,000 


Unrestricted: 

Allocated  to  accumulated  depreciation — 


Washington,  D.  C.  building 233,266 

Unallocated  surplus — note  2 

Total  current  funds 8,036,347 


1966 


$ 1,368,469 
14,375 
4,664 

3,513,662 


483,407 

130,551 

1,056,148 

300,283 

821,522 

27,736 

135,349 

150,000 

60,000 


218,317 


8,284,483 


NONEXPENDABLE  TRUST  FUNDS: 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Trust  Fund  balance 293,093 

Employees’  Retirement  Trust  Fund  balance 4,099,628 

4,392,721 


$12,429,068 

See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 


291,780 

3,861,279 

4,153,059 

$12,437,542 
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The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters 

Statement  of  Income  and  Unallocated  Unrestricted  Surplus 


INCOME: 

National  dues 

Sons  of  1 he  American  Legion  dues  (net  of  expenses) 
Earnings  from  investments 


Net  income  (loss): 

Publications  Division  

Emblem  Division  

American  Legion  Baseball 


EXPENSE: 

Administration  

Economic  

Americanism  

Legislative  

Public  relations  

Executive  

Security  

Finance  

National  Convention  

Membership  Life  Insurance  program. 
Show  Your  Colors  Program 


OTHER  INCOME  (EXPENSE): 

American  Legion  50th  Anniversary  expenses. 

Convention  program  

Membership  Life  Insurance  program 

Cafeteria  operating  loss 

Miscellaneous  income  


NET  INCOME  

UNALLOCATED  UNRESTRICTED  SURPLUS, 
JANUARY  1 

REDUCTIONS: 

Allocations  per  National  Finance 

Commission  resolutions — note  2 

Allocation  for  additions  to 

Washington,  D.  C.  building 

Partial  reinstatement  of  reserves  as 

unrestricted  funds — amount  equal  to 
expenditures  charged  to  current 
operations — note  2 

UNALLOCATED  UNRESTRICTED  SURPLUS, 
DECEMBER  31  

See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 


Year  Ended  December  31 
1967  1966 


$ 1,939,996 

$ 1,916,255 

2,935 

6,213 

144,813 

136,918 

2,087,744 

2,059,386 

450,000 

412,171 

165,214 

157,640 

( 35,205) 

( 51,429) 

580,009 

518,382 

2,667,753 

2,577,768 

777,515 

760,691 

66,522 

75,628 

162,500 

160,587 

119,625 

118,818 

171,953 

158,533 

552,082 

522,225 

97,914 

93,432 

105,511 

94,773 

200,784 

172,837 

30,190 

25,556 

23,657 

2,284,596 

2,206,737 

383,157 

371,031 

( 117,716) 

( 3,300) 

11,415 

25,822 

25,098 

( 4,135) 

( 3,916) 

7,979 

24,003 

( 91,350) 

56,600 

291,807 

427,631 

67,377 

291,807 

495,008 

459,140  694,294 

2,052 

( 167,333)  ( 201,338) 


$ 
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The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters 
Notes  to  Financial  Statements  at  December  31,  1967 

NOTE  1— Membership  Life  Insurance  Program: 

Under  the  terms  of  a trust  agreement  between  The  American  Legion  as  Trustor  and  The  First 
National  Bank  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  as  Trustee  in  connection  with  The  American  Legion’s  Life 
Insurance  Plan,  there  is  extant  a Trust  Fund,  legal  title  to  which  is  vested  exclusively  in  the  Trustee. 
The  accumulated  earnings  from  the  trust  fund  and  the  experience  rating  refunds  and  dividends  from 
the  insurors  (which  combined  to  a total  of  approximately  $1,204,000  as  of  December  31,  1967)  may 
be  used,  as  directed  by  the  Trustor,  for  any  one  or  more  of  the  following  purposes: 

a- — to  increase  the  fund 

b — to  reduce  or  pay  in  full  premiums  thereafter  due  on  the  group  insurance 
c — to  provide  additional  life  insurance  benefits  for  the  participants 
d — to  make  refunds  to  the  participants 

e — to  make  distributions  to  The  American  Legion  to  be  used  in  the  support  of  its  activities  and 
programs  serving  the  interests  of  the  Legion  and  its  members,  provided  that  such  distributions 
are  not  disapproved  in  writing  by  a majority  of  its  insured  members. 

NOTE  2 — Allocations  From  Unrestricted  Current  Funds: 

During  the  year  ended  December  31,  1967,  the  Finance  Commission  authorized  certain  allocations 
from  the  Legion’s  unrestricted  current  funds  as  follows: 

(A)  $110,613  to  the  Restricted  Fund  pursuant  to  a resolution  adopted  by  The  American  Legion 
Tenth  Annual  Convention  which  provides  that  as  of  December  31  each  year,  the  National 
Finance  Commission  is  to  set  aside  in  a restricted  fund  at  least  50  per  cent  of  the  Legion’s 
net  surplus  accruing  during  each  fiscal  year. 

In  January  1968,  cash  representing  this  allocation  of  funds  was  transferred  to  the  American  Fletcher 
National  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  as  trustee  of  the  Restricted  Fund. 

(B)  $253,527  to  the  Reserve  Fund  representing  expendable  capital  of  the  organization  but  re- 
stricted as  to  use  by  action  of  the  Legion  in  its  national  convention  and  by  action  of  the  Na- 
tional Executive  Committee. 

(C)  $1,000  to  the  general  relief  fund 

(D)  $94,000  to  the  50th  Anniversary  Reserve  to  provide  funds  for  the  planning  and  celebration  of 
The  American  Legion’s  50th  Anniversary. 

The  Publications  Reserve  (formerly  the  Mailing  List  Conversion  Reserve)  was  reduced  $49,617  by 
a transfer  back  to  unrestricted  current  funds  representing  the  1967  expenditures  toward  this  project 
which  have  been  treated  as  current  operating  expenses  of  the  Publications  Division  in  the  accompany- 
ing statement  of  income  and  expense.  In  addition,  this  reserve  was  charged  $39,503  of  which  $31,142 
of  computer  related  equipment  purchases  were  capitalized  and  $8,361  of  computer  supplies  were  de- 
ferred to  future  periods.  After  prior  years’  allocations  and  expenditures  for  this  project  and  the  current 
year’s  activity,  $46,229  remained  in  this  reserve  at  December  31,  1967. 

The  50th  Anniversary  Reserve  was  reduced  $117,716  by  a transfer  back  to  unrestricted  current 
funds  representing  the  1967  expenditures  toward  this  project  which  have  been  treated  as  charges  to 
current  operations  in  the  accompanying  statement  of  income  and  expenses.  After  prior  years’  alloca- 
tions and  expenditures  for  this  project  and  the  current  year’s  activity,  $126,284  remained  in  this  re- 
serve as  of  December  31,  1967. 

See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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James  V.  Demarest 
Convention 


NATIONAL  CONVENTION  COMMISSION 

James  V.  Demarest  (New  York),  Chairman 
William  H.  Miller  (Oregon),  Director 

The  49th  National  Convention  which  was  held  in  Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts,  was  extremely  successful  and  was  well 
received  by  all  Bostonians.  Approximately  16,000  persons 
were  registered,  the  majority  coming  from  the  New  Eng- 
land area. 

Prior  to  the  Boston  National  Convention,  tentative  con- 
vention awards  had  been  made  to  the  City  of  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  for  1968;  Atlanta,  Georgia,  for  1969;  New  Or- 
leans, Louisiana,  for  1970;  and  Phoenix,  Arizona,  for  1971. 

Due  to  unforeseen  difficulties,  the  Milwaukee  Conven- 
tion Corporation  asked  to  be  relieved  of  the  responsibility 
for  hosting  the  1968  Convention  and  requested  that  they  be 
considered  for  a later  year  when  they  would  be  more  prop- 
erly prepared.  To  fill  the  void  created  by  Milwaukee’s 
withdrawal,  the  City  of  New  Orleans  requested  and  was 
awarded  the  1968  Convention  in  lieu  of  1970. 

As  of  this  writing,  plans  are  going  ahead  full  speed  for 
the  New  Orlean’s  50th  National  Convention  and  since  it  is 
a city  with  tremendous  appeal,  the  Commission  feels  that  it 
will  be  one  of  the  largest  conventions  in  many  years. 

During  the  October  1967  meetings,  concern  was  voiced 
over  climatic  conditions  which  might  be  encountered  in  the 
City  of  Phoenix  should  the  1971  Convention  be  held  there 
during  the  month  of  August  as  planned.  It  was  the  consen- 
sus that  until  such  time  as  permission  could  be  obtained  to 
award  National  Conventions  for  dates  later  than  mid  Sep- 
tember, Phoenix  should  be  asked  to  release  the  1971  award. 
This,  representatives  of  that  city  agreed  to  do  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  the  city  be  given  top  priority  consideration 
for  a National  Convention  whenever  it  becomes  possible  to 
change  our  convention  dates  in  order  to  take  advantage  of 
more  suitable  climatic  conditions. 

Since  it  is  the  aim  of  the  Convention  Commission  to 
keep  its  “Outline  of  Requirements”  for  National  Con- 
ventions current,  many  revisions  were  made  in  this  “Out- 
line” during  the  spring  meetings.  This  revised  “Out- 


line” will  be  distributed  to  all  interested  cities  in  the  very 
near  future. 

During  our  fall  1967  and  spring  1968  meetings,  many 
cities  appeared  before  the  Commission  for  the  purpose  of 
transmitting  bids  to  host  future  National  Conventions.  Fol- 
lowing the  fall  1967  meetings,  members  of  the  Commission 
undertook  to  inspect  prospective  cities  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  their  ability  to  handle  the  National  Conven- 
tion. 

During  the  spring  1968  meeting,  the  Commission  rec- 
ommended to  the  National  Executive  Committee  that  ten- 
tative Convention  awards  be  made  to:  Las  Vegas,  Nevada 
for  1970,  Houston,  Texas  for  1971,  and  Milwaukee,  Wis- 
consin for  1972.  All  tentative  awards  as  outlined  remain 
subject  to  compliance  by  the  cities  concerned  with  the 
“Outline  of  Requirements”  and  will  be  reviewed  from 
time  to  time  in  regular  meetings  of  the  Commission  and 
reports  thereon  submitted  to  the  National  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


National  Contests  Supervisory  Committee 

Deming  Smith  (South  Dakota),  Chairman 

We  are  happy  to  report  there  is  continued  healthy 
growth  in  Uniformed  Groups  activities  throughout  the 
country.  The  west  coast,  where  activities  have  been  rather 
static  for  the  past  several  years,  has  added  a substantial 
number  of  groups  during  the  past  year.  Also,  an  increased 
number  of  senior  groups  has  been  noted.  This  is  a reversal 
of  the  trend  of  the  last  several  years.  This  is  probably  due  to 
the  added  number  of  young  men  joining  our  ranks,  the 
Vietnam  Veterans. 

Boston,  Massachusetts,  Contests 
We  feel  that  the  National  Contests  held  in  Boston  were 
among  the  finest  we  have  ever  conducted,  both  in  number 
of  units  participating  and  in  the  quality  of  the  perform- 
ances. All  of  the  contest  sites  were  excellent  and  conven- 
iently located.  Added  to  this  was  an  efficient  local  commit- 
tee that  kept  all  aspects  of  the  competition  running 
smoothly. 

The  winners  of  the  1967  National  Competition  are  as 
follows: 

Senior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps— CONNECTICUT  HUR- 
RICANES, Post  16,  Shelton,  Connecticut. 

Junior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps — CAVALIERS,  Post  985, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 

SAL — LITTLE  DEVILS,  SAL  Squadron  26,  Borden- 
town,  New  Jersey. 

Senior  Color  Guard— FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF 
CHICAGO,  Post  985,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Junior  Color  Guard — MILITAIRES,  Post  121,  Fremont, 
Ohio. 

Firing  Squad — EAST  LYNN,  POST  291,  East  Lynn, 
Massachusetts. 

Senior  Band— A.  R.  McALLISTER  MEMORIAL 
BAND,  Post  1284,  Joliet,  Illinois. 
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Junior  Band — LAKE  BAND,  Post  180,  Milwaukee,  Wis- 
consin. 

Chorus— SINGING  LEGIONNAIRES,  Post  15,  Sioux 
Falls,  South  Dakota. 

Quartet— CUDWORTH  LEGIONNAIRES,  Post  23, 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

Motorcycle  Drill  Team — INDIANAPOLIS  POLICE, 
Post  56,  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 


AFFILIATED  ORGANIZATIONS 

Staunchly  supported  by  the  finest  Auxiliary  organiza- 
tion in  the  land,  the  work  of  The  American  Legion  is 
made  vastly  more  effective  because  nearly  a million  women 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  are  concerned  enough  to 
lend  their  moral  and  financial  support  to  our  efforts. 

When  that  kind  of  support  isn’t  enough,  and  often  it 
isn’t,  they  pitch  in  and  carry  a part  of  the  burden  of  the 
actual  job,  whether  it  be  petitioning  a committee  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  on  matters  relating  to  na- 
tional security,  or  a post  project  designed  to  help  a needy 
child. 

The  scope  of  activity  of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
is  as  limitless  as  that  of  The  American  Legion  itself  and  for 
practically  every  program  and  project  of  the  Legion  there 
is  a counterpart  to  be  found  in  the  work  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary.  The  standing  national  committees  of  the 
Auxiliary  parallel  the  national  commissions  of  the  Legion, 


Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall,  National  President  of  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  presents  a bouquet  of  poppies, 
the  greenery  of  which  was  three  checks  totaling  $ 50,000 , to 
National  Commander  William  E.  Galbraith.  The  presenta- 
tion, made  at  the  spring  1968  meeting  of  the  National  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  was  of  funds  designated  for  the  contin- 
uing work  of  the  Legion  Child  Welfare  and  Rehabilitation 
programs,  and  that  of  the  Child  Welfare  Foundation. 


and  similarity  of  organization  is,  in  most  instances, 
matched  throughout  the  organizational  structure  from  the 
national  level  on  down  through  the  Post  and  Unit. 

National  officers  of  both  organizations  also  perform 
very  similar  functions  for  the  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary. 
Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall,  Auxiliary  National  President, 
whose  term  of  office  runs  concurrently  with  that  of  Legion 
Commander  William  E.  Galbraith,  traveled  much  of  the 
same  trail  as  did  the  commander,  and  for  the  same  purpose 
— to  instill  in  all  Americans  of  all  ages  a greater  love  of 
country,  and  sense  of  responsibility  to  serve  this  country 
when  service  is  needed.  Mrs.  Randall  led  the  annual  Me- 
morial Poppy  program  of  the  Auxiliary  this  year  and  be- 
stowed the  first  1968  poppy  on  President  Lyndon  B.  John- 
son. 

The  National  President’s  theme:  “Let  Your  Light 
Shine,”  was  designed  to  bring  about  greater  and  more 
productive  activity  at  the  Unit  level,  and  ran  concurrently 
with  and  complementary  to  the  National  Commander’s 
theme  of  “Freedom  Is  Not  Free.” 

La  Boutique  des  Huit  Chapeaux  et  Quarante  Femmes 
(the  Eight  and  Forty),  an  affiliate  of  the  Auxiliary,  pro- 
vides great  support  in  the  specialized  fields  of  research  and 
rehabilitation  on  cystic  fibrosis  and  tuberculosis,  including 
a substantial  scholarship  program  for  TB  nursing  training. 

The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance 
and  Trust  Committee 

(Continued  from  Page  119) 

The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan  is  underwrit- 
ten by  two  large  and  reputable  companies,  Occidental  Life 
Insurance  Company  of  California  and  United  States  Life 
Insurance  Company  in  the  City  of  New  York.  Occidental  is 
the  ninth  largest  underwriter  of  group  life  insurance  in  the 
United  States.  For  members  who  are  permanent  residents 
of  New  York  and  Puerto  Rico,  the  insurance  is  underwrit- 
ten by  one  of  the  largest  companies  in  North  America,  the 
United  States  Life  Insurance  Company  in  the  City  of  New 
York.  Permanent  residents  of  North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Texas, 
Wisconsin,  Illinois,  and  New  Jersey  are  covered  separately 
by  the  Occidental  Life  Insurance  Company,  which  provides 
similar  benefits  at  the  same  rate. 

The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  is  the  only  official 
insurance  Plan  in  all  states  for  Legionnaires.  Nearly  five 
million  applications  were  mailed  Legionnaires  in  April  and 
July,  1967  and  $38,589  placed  in  advertising  in  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  Magazine. 

Continually  since  1958,  six  percent  of  the  insured 
members  fail  to  renew  insurance  each  year.  As  a result, 
each  year  on  or  about  October  15,  thousands  of  Legion- 
naires are  requested  to  report  next  year’s  membership  card 
numbers  and  make  insurance  remittances  before  January 
1 of  the  next  year.  This  is  contributing  more  and  more  to 
the  stabilization  of  membership  and  most  important,  it  pro- 
vides early  membership  renewals.  As  the  plan  grows,  so  will 
these  many  advantages  magnify  themselves  throughout  The 
American  Legion. 
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National  Commander  William  E.  Galbraith  kicks  off  the 
individual  Legionnaire  contributions  for  “ Gift  to  the  Na- 
tion.” The  Commander  is  seen  presenting  his  personal 
check  to  National  Adjutant  William  F.  Hauck  and  Na- 
tional Treasurer  Francis  Polen.  Commander  Galbraith  said 
“ the  Gift  to  the  Nation  of  permanent  lights  at  the  Tomb 
of  the  Unknowns  in  Arlington  National  Cemetery  during 
The  American  Legion’s  50th  Anniversary  year  was  most 
appropriate  and  would  give  all  Legionnaires  and  ladies  of 
the  Auxiliary  an  opportunity  to  be  a part  of  this  wonder- 
ful ‘ Gift  to  the  Nation ’ by  contributing  a dollar  or  more.” 
Please  use  coupon  to  forward  your  “ Gift  to  the  Nation” 
contribution  to  the  National  Treasurer  of  The  American 
Legion  at  National  Headquarters  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 


GIFT  TO  THE  NATION 

Enclosed  is  $ as  my  personal  contribution  to  The  American  Legion’s  “Gift  to 

the  Nation”  during  the  50th  Anniversary  year. 

NAME 

STREET  or  P.  O.  BOX 

CITY STATE ZIP  CODE 


Mail  to:  Francis  Polen,  National  Treasurer 

The  American  Legion 
P.  O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  Indiana  46206 

Please  send  check  or  money  order.  Make  payable  to  National  Treasurer,  The  American  Legion.  Acknowl- 
edgment will  be  in  the  form  of  a souvenir  post  card  in  color  of  the  Giftrto  the  Nation,  and  mailed  March  15, 
1969  with  Commemorative  Stamp. 
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Shown  above  is  the  artist’s  conception  of  how  the  lighting  will  look  at  the  Tomb 
of  the  Unknowns  and  the  Temple  facade  of  the  Memorial  Amphitheater  at  the  Ar- 
lington National  Cemetery. 

The  National  Executive  Committee  authorized  a suitable  Gift  to  the  Nation  on 
May  1-2, 1968. 

Details  have  been  finalized  and  the  Gift  to  the  Nation  has  been  accepted  by  The 
Honorable  Stanley  R.  Resor,  Secretary  of  the  Army,  who  has  jurisdiction  over  Arling- 
ton. 

The  American  Legion’s  Gift  to  the  Nation  will  be  presented  on  March  15,  1969— 
the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  famous  meeting  in  Paris  following  World  War  I. 

The  estimated  cost  for  the  installation  of  such  permanent  lighting  is  approximately 
$75,000.  The  cost  of  permanent  maintenance  is  estimated  at  $1,000  per  annum. 
Monies  will  be  placed  in  trust  for  perpetual  care. 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  has  pledged  $25,000.  The  Department  of  New 
York  has  pledged  $5,000. 

The  National  Executive  Committee  has  authorized  a solicitation  campaign  invit- 
ing Departments,  Posts,  and  individual  Legionnaires  through  financial  contributions  to 
participate  in  this  Gift  to  the  Nation.  See  opposite  page  for  coupon. 
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BLENDED  SCOTCH  WHISKY 


ANCESTOR 


Ancestor — A deluxe: 
very  rare  Scotch 


John  Dewar  G Sons  Lt. 


DEWAR’S  Parades  a Golden  Salute 
to  the  American  Legion  on  its  Golden  Anniversary. 


“White  Label”  about  $7Hh,  Ancestor  about  $9 
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(PRICES  MAY  VARY  ACCORDING  TO  STATE  AND  LOCAL  TAXES.) 

86.8  PROOF  • BLENDED  SCOTCH  WHISKY  © SCHENLEY  IMPORTS  CO.,  NEW  YORK,  N.Y. 


